
Turkey and Greece – June 5-22, 2018 

TRIP ID # 18023 

LEADER: CHRISTIAN 

https://www.globaltravelalliance.com/enroll  

Explore the origins of the Christian churches in Greece and Turkey with Biblos Foundation in 
2018. All three of Paul’s missionary journeys were in ancient Turkey and two of them ended in 
Greece. Moreover, the disciple John’s ministry was centered in Ephesus where he wrote his 
gospel and three letters.   

We will travel by deluxe motor coach to the ancient cities of Athens, Corinth, Thessalonica, 
Philippi, Miletus, and Assos. At these sites, we will examine the birth, growth, trials, and 
development of the earliest Christians as they struggled not only to practice their new Christian 
faith, but also as they dealt with false teachers and hostile forces opposed to the church. Likewise 
at the end of the first century, John wrote letters to the seven churches of Revelation which were 
coping with similar problems of false teaching and persecution.  

Come with us as we visit the seven churches of Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamon, Thyatira, Sardis, 
Philadelphia and Laodicea. Then we will ferry to the island of Patmos, where John wrote the 
Apocalypse.  Our tour ends in Istanbul where we will enjoy its rich culture, historical sites, and 
impressive archaeological museum. 

June 05 | Depart USA 

June 06 | Arrive Athens 

Upon arrival to Athens Airport, our representative will meet you after the customs and baggage 
claim with a sign “BIBLOS TOURS” on it. Transfer to our hotel in Athens for dinner and 
overnight. (D) 

Overnight: Titania Hotel, Athens (B, D) www.titania.gr  

June 07 | Athens 

Our first visit will be the renowned Acropolis, the Propylaea, the Parthenon, and the Erectheum. 
We will view Mars Hill where the apostle Paul stood and said, “I found an altar with this 
inscription, TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, him declare I 
unto you.” We will see the Agora, the ancient market place and center of the Athenian public 
life, where the apostle Paul preached “Jesus and the resurrection” to the skeptical Athenians.  

Overnight: Titania Hotel, Athens (B, D) 

	  



June 08 | Corinth and Cenchraeae and Epidaurus – Athens 

This morning we travel to Corinth, the city where Paul met Aquilla and Priscilla, the tent makers, 
and where Paul heard in a vision: “I am with thee, and no man shall set on thee to hurt thee: for I 
have much people in this city.” We will visit the Archaeological Museum, the Market Place and 
Temples, and stand on the Bema where Paul stood before Gallio facing charges brought by the 
Jews that were dropped. Paul stayed awhile in Corinth before leaving for Syria from the port at 
Cenchraeae.  

Travel to Epidaurus (2-hour drive). We will visit the sanctuary of the god of healing, 
Aesculapius.  The town was also a cultural center in ancient times.  It was built around the 3rd 
century B.C., and is adorned with a multitude of buildings – the most famous of which is the 
ancient theater.  It is one of the very few theaters that retains its original circular “Orchestra.” 
During the Roman occupation of Greece, most theater “Orchestras” were changed from a circle 
to a semicircle, but this theater escaped intact.  The view, aesthetics, and acoustics of the theater 
are breathtaking.  We will also visit the Museum. 

Overnight: Titania Hotel, Athens 

June 09 | Meteora – Kalambaka 

Today we drive to Kalambaka to visit the rock forest of Meteora in western Thessaly and ponder 
the rough terrain in which the apostle Paul walked during his missionary journey. There were 
famous Byzantine monasteries perch precariously on summits of soaring, sheer-sided grey rock 
pinnacles of varied and spectacular shapes. We will visit one of these monasteries.  

Overnight: Liknon Hotel, Kalambaka. (B, D) www.liknon.gr  

June 10 | Veria – Thessaloniki 

This morning we will make a short stop at Veria (Berea) (Act 17: 10-12), then continue on to 
Thessaloniki, the city where Paul was accused of turning the world upside down by his preaching 
of Christ, and the church to which he addressed his Thessalonian epistles.  We will visit St. 
George’s Basilica, where tradition holds it is built over the synagogue where Paul preached. We 
will view the Old City Ramparts, and the Galerius Arch that rises over the Via Egnatia, and visit 
the Archaeological Museum. We will also see two of the most beautiful basilicas in the city, St. 
Sophia and St. Demetrios, dedicated to a distinguished member of the Roman army and a 
martyred Christian convert.  

Another special visit will be the Osios of David – an ancient early Christian church which 
contains a rare mosaic depicting Jesus without a beard. 

Overnight: Grand Palace Hotel, Thessaloniki (B,D) www.theluxuryhotels.gr  

 

 

 



June 11 | Amphipolis – Philippi – Kavala 

Today we drive to Philippi, where Paul, intending to find a place to pray by the riverside, spoke 
to women who had gathered there, among whom was Lydia, the seller of purple and whose heart 
the Lord opened to hear the words that he spoke. Lydia was the first Christian to be baptized on 
European soil. Visit the place where this event is remembered and see a crypt dating from the 
Roman period, which is thought to have served as a prison for the apostle Paul. We will see the 
famous Acropolis, the Market Place, the Basilica, and the Theater.  

Overnight:  Lucy Hotel, Kavala (B, D) www.lucyhotel.gr  

June 12 | Turkey, Ipsala Border – Alexander Troas, Assos   

This morning we will drive to the border of Turkey where our Turkish guide will meet us.  We 
then drive to Çanakkale and cross the Dardanelles Strait by car ferry. We then proceed to Troy to 
see the legendary city and the replica of the Wooden Horse. Next is a visit to Alexandrian Troas, 
founded by Alexander the Great. Paul visited here at least twice.  

Overnight:  Assos, Assos Dove Hotel (B, D) www.assosdovehotel.com  

June 13 | Assos, Bergama 

This morning we begin with a tour of Assos, then leave for Pergamon. We will visit the 
Acropolis with the steepest theater of the ancient world and the Temple of Trajan. Then there 
will be a visit to the Red Basilica which was an Egyptian Temple, later converted to a church. 
We will also see the ancient healing center, the Aesclepion. 

Overnight:  Hotel LaBella, Bergama. (B, D) 

June 14 | Bergama – Akhisar – Izmir 

Today we drive to Akhisar town to visit the remains of the Thyatira Church and discuss the 
significance of the letter. Then, we continue to Izmir to see the Smyrna Agora and its latest 
excavations. We may also have the opportunity to visit the graffiti section which is usually 
closed to the public.  

Overnight: Movenpick Hotel, Izmir. (B, D) : www.moevenpick-hotels.com 

June 15 – Izmir, Alasehir, Pamukkale 

Our day begins with a drive to Sardis, capital of the ancient Kingdom of Lydia where we will 
walk into the remains of an early synagogue. Also, we will see the remains of the massive 
Artemis Temple. On the way to Pamukkale, we will stop by the city of Alasehir underneath 
which lies the ancient city of Philadelphia, one of the Seven Churches of Asia and visit the 
remains of the church of St. John.  Before we reach Pamukkale, we will also visit Laodicea, the 
last church mentioned in the book of Revelation and see the impressive excavations.  

Overnight: Doga Thermal Hotel, Pamukkale. (B, D) 



June 16 | Pamukkale 

Today we visit the ancient city of Hierapolis. This ancient city was built on the so called cotton 
castle which is a natural site of the formations of calcium carbonate cascades and hot water 
springs. A short drive will get us to the site of Colossea which is an unexcavated ancient biblical 
city.  

Overnight: Doga Thermal Hotel, Pamukkale (B, D) 

June 17 | Pamukkale, Kusadasi 

We drive to Aphrodisias, the city of the Goddess of Love, and see the well-preserved stadium, 
the Odeon, the theater, and the agora. Then we will continue to Miletus which, due to its four 
harbors and strategic location on the Aegean coast of Asia Minor, became one of the great cities 
of commerce in the ancient world. Paul stopped in Miletus on the return leg of his third 
missionary journey where he summoned the elders from Ephesus to meet with him and hear his 
poignant farewell speech (Acts 20:17-35). After Miletus, we will drive to Kusadasi. 

Overnight: Ilayda Avantgarde Hotel, Kusadasi (B, D) www.ilaydaavantgarde.com 

June 18 | Kusadasi 

Site: Ephesus 

Our morning begins early with a visit to the excavation site of the ancient city of Ephesus, 
including the Terrace Houses of Ephesus, the Church of St. John, and if time, the museum in 
Selçuk. 

Overnight: Ilayda Avantgarde Hotel, Kusadasi (B, D) 

June 19 – Kusadasi, Patmos 

This morning we will take the 06:30 a.m. ferry to Patmos.  Arrive Patmos at 11 a.m.  Here we 
will visit the Cave of Revelation and the Basilica of John and have an opportunity to talk about 
the book of Revelation.  Return to Kusadasi at 7 p.m. 

Overnight: Ilayda Avantgarde Hotel, Kusadasi (B, D) 

June 20 | Istanbul 

Transfer to Izmir Airport for an 11 a.m. flight to Istanbul. 

In Istanbul we will visit the Roman Hippodrome, the Blue Mosque with its beautiful blue tiles, 
the Hagia Sophia Church, originally built by Constantine and rebuilt by Justinian in the 6th 
century, one of the world’s greatest architectural marvels and a designated World Heritage site. 
Then we will visit the Istanbul Archaeological Museum.  

Overnight: Lares Park Hotel, Istanbul (B, D) 



June 21 – Istanbul  

This morning begins with a visit to the Chora Church. It contains some of the most beautiful 
biblical mosaics and frescoes even seen. Next is an outing to the Grand Bazaar, one of the largest 
shopping markets in the world. In the afternoon, we will take a cruise on the Bosphorus.  

Overnight:  Lares Park Hotel, Istanbul (B, D) 

June 22 – Istanbul – USA 

Fly back to the USA. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

COST PER PERSON (DOUBLE OCCUPANCY):  $3,950  

SINGLE ROOM SUPPLEMENT:  $800 

TOUR INCLUDES: 
• 3 Nights at 4 star Parthenon Hotel in Athens 
• 1 Night at 3 star Hotel in Kalambaka 
• 1 Night at 4 star Grand Palace Hotel in Thessaloniki 
• 1 Night at 3 star Hotel in Kavala 
• 1 Night at 4 star Assos Dove Hotel in Assos 
• 1 Night at Berksoy Hotel in Bergama 
• 1 Night at 4 star Movenpick Hotel in Izmir 
• 2 Nights at 4 star Colossae Hotel in Pamukkale 
• 2 Nights at 4 star Ilayda Avantgarde Hotel in Kusadasi 
• 2 Nights at 4 star Lares Park Hotel in Istanbul 
•  Izmir-Istanbul domestic flight• Daily breakfast and 16 dinners at the hotels 
• All transportation by private AC Bus 
• English Speaking, Government Licensed, Bible Oriented guides in Turkey and Greece 
• All Entry fees to the sites and museums 
• Sightseeing as per the itinerary 
• Service charges and local taxes 
 
EXCLUDING: 
• Air Fare USA to Athens and return to the USA from Istanbul. 
• Tips to Tour Guide and drivers 
• Turkish Visa Fee to be paid online prior to arrival: www.evisa.gov.tr 
• Lunches and Drinks  
• Personal Expenses (Laundry, phone calls, all kind of insurances, etc) 

 

 



DEPOSITS AND FINAL PAYMENT: Reservations will be accepted in order of receipt by completed 

online enrollment and a deposit of $400 ($200 of which is non-refundable) per person. Balance of 

trip cost is due by April 1, 2018. No further payments are due between the time of the deposit and 

the final payment date. Travelers may pay their final balance by electronic check, mailed check, or 

by credit card with a convenience fee of 3%. 

CANCELLATIONS AND REFUNDS: Any traveler not purchasing the Trip Protection Plan will be 

subject to the standard cancellation policies that can be found 

at www.globaltravelalliance.com/bookingconditions 

TRIP PROTECTION PLAN: Travel protection is optional and any traveler may opt-out of this 

protection during the enrollment process. Trip protection must be purchased within 30 days of your 

initial tour deposit. The TPP allows travelers to cancel for any personal reason (except for things like 

terrorism, civil unrest, war-declared or not declared) up to 24 hours prior to departure and get a full 

refund of their trip payments. Things like the non-refundable deposit, late payment fees, returned 

check fees, and the TPP fee are not refundable. The TPP does not cover your airfare, which is 

purchased separately from this package. The TPP also protects travelers during the trip with medical 

coverage and emergency medical transportation. The cost for the TPP is $219. 

TRAVEL DOCUMENTS: A passport is required for all travelers, which we recommend be valid at 

least six months past the dates of the trip. 

Global Travel Alliance will be happy to assist you with your air travel arrangements. Please contact: 

Steve Maehl 

smaehl@globaltravelalliance.com 

866.926.6188 

Direct Line: 321.280.6928 

FAX: 866.286.4881 

For questions regarding the itinerary, contact: 

Kristy L. Christian 

196 Spring Oaks Drive 

Ballwin, MO 63011-3834 

Phone: 636-220-4380 or 888- 524-2567 

Fax: 636-220-2315 

Email: kchristian@biblosfoundation.org 



For questions regarding enrollment or payments, contact: 

Steve Maehl 

Global Travel Alliance 

smaehl@globaltravelalliance.com 

Phone: 866.286.4881 

Fax: 866.286.4881 

	

	


