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True Democracy
ALBERT F. GILMORE
From the August 23, 1941 issue of the Christian Science Sentinel

Amid the welter of statement and discussion relative to true democracy which is so prevalent at present, only now and then is there
uttered a word of recognition of the spiritual basis, the only permanent basis of democracy, of all true government. The notion that the
voice of the people is the voice of God has lost much of its former impressiveness, for it has often been and still is being demonstrated
that popular acclaim, even through the agency of the ballot box, is far from giving expression to the divine will. Facing this fact, we are
prompted to inquire what method may be adopted to ensure that the will of God be actually expressed in human endeavor, in
righteous government as well as in other phases of Christian living.

When through prophetic vision Isaiah foretold the coming of the Christ, one of the activities in which the divine presence would be
manifested was government. "And the government shall be upon his shoulder" were the exact words of the prophet. That is, the
Christ, Truth, would direct and govern the nations righteously when the people themselves desired a just form of government, when
there was willing submission to divine law. Through the centuries of the Christian era not infrequently has the effort been made to
establish government under divine will, that is, government in the form of a theocracy under divine law. This has not succeeded,
however, because of a false concept of Deity, and, consequently, a misconception of the character and mission of the Christ. As the
fundamentals of government have been wrong, there is little wonder that the structures reared thereon have not been successful and
lasting. The result has been what is witnessed today, a type of democracy based for the most part upon human will and self-seeking,
with little regard for the need to ascertain and apply the divine will in order to establish a just, a righteous, and, in consequence, a
permanent form of government.

Christian Science defines God as divine Principle, the governor, governance, and government of the universe. Consequently, this
divine Principle, being also Love and Life, being Mind and substance, righteously and intelligently, justly and impartially, rules the
universe of spiritual ideas. These ideas, which constitute man, accordingly express righteous government. This is true democracy, in
which divine will, the law of God expressed by each individual man, becomes the governing motive and power. Mary Baker Eddy
states on page 125 of "Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures," "Reflecting God's government, man is self-governed." Man,
possessing by reflection every quality and attribute of God, expresses, that is, possesses, the functions of government. Thus both as
the governor and the governed does man possess the status of self-government.

Now since this government is the reflection of divine Principle, the expression of the infinite law, it is eternally just, righteous, unselfish,
and without prejudice or self-seeking. This government, therefore, being under divine Principle, is a spiritual, a true democracy, in
which the unfoldment of the constituent members, the brotherhood of man, represents the will of God, the law of divine Principle. This
true democracy is the only form of government that is wholly just, forever righteous, and therefore permanent. Based upon divine
Principle, it can never be overthrown. It is permanent because righteous.

The query will, it seems, be inevitably raised, "How can this type of government be made practical in human affairs?" And the
assertion may follow, "It is by far too transcendental to be made successful in this mundane sphere, too spiritual to be adaptable to
humanity's needs in the world's present condition." This is the cry which from time immemorial mortals have raised against the
dominion of the Christ. It was a man with an unclean spirit who at the approach of the Master cried out: "Let us alone; what have we to
do with thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth? art thou come to destroy us? I know thee who thou art, the Holy One of God." The same
sentiment is held today, if not uttered in such emphatic words of protest. Although fully aware of the failure of present methods,
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mortals are not ready to surrender what they believe to be self-interest, to submerge personal desires in the general welfare. Hence
government continues under the dominance of the mortal or carnal mind. And since this mortal or carnal mind is inherently selfish, is
always seeking to fulfill its own desires, regardless of the general welfare, it regards government as an opportunity to promote its own
interests.

In the so-called democracies, this mental status has obtained to the degree that it has in a measure excluded the divine will, the only
basis of true and lasting democracy. While there are many individuals who strive to follow the Christ-way in personal affairs, in public
affairs, it seems, righteousness is often lost sight of. The problem, then, is to change and improve the mental state of the constituent
members of society. The remedy for this situation often set forth has been academic education and the love of country which inspires
patriotism. Excellent, so far as they go! But academic education alone, however abundantly provided, has not solved the problem. It
has not met the fundamental need of humanity, which is for knowledge of God and of government by divine will.

The primary need is to know God, to gain definite knowledge of God, of His attributes, presence, and power. Then, as the desire is
born in consciousness to apply this understanding to all our human affairs, public as well as private, to make God's will literally the
way of Life, this will dominate our every activity. We may know and demonstrate divine will in government as truly as in the healing
ministry, the affairs of the home, of business, and of every department of daily life. In this way only may just government, pure
democracy, be established. Moreover, such government will be permanent, for it is based upon divine Principle, which is both
permanent and eternal.

Mrs. Eddy was firmly convinced that righteous government is based upon knowledge of God, and, conversely, that bad government
results from ignorance of the divine presence. Of this she writes (ibid., p. 94), "The eastern empires and nations owe their false
government to the misconceptions of Deity there prevalent." And she asserts that the conditions prevalent in bad governments are
due to the belief that the method of the infinite follows the pattern adopted by mortals.

True democracy is an ideal conception, but since it is founded upon divine Principle, it is possible of practical attainment in human
affairs through the understanding and demonstration of divine Science. Nothing that is expressive of divine justice is unattainable,
even though the mortal or carnal mind is ever resistant to the approach of Truth. The persistent and honest efforts for social reform
seen on every side will succeed only as the qualities of justice, righteousness, and honesty are demonstrated, that is, in so far as they
pattern the infinite. The human sense of goodness is not enough, for it lacks the impulsion of the infinite good. Jesus was assured that
there is but one source of goodness, that is, God, who is infinite good; and human goodness based upon material reasoning lacks the
divine impulsion. It is short of the infinite possibilities latent in the type of goodness which stems from the divine.

Mrs. Eddy makes this very plain in a statement appearing in "The First Church of Christ, Scientist, and Miscellany," page 254. Writing
of the Magna Charta of Christian Science, she states: "It stands for the inalienable, universal rights of men. Essentially democratic, its
government is administered by the common consent of the governed, wherein and whereby man governed by his creator is self-
governed." In this manner did she portend God's government, wherein man, reflecting every quality, every prerogative of God,
consents to government by divine will, since man reflects the quality of obedience as well as the authority which governs, that is, the
divine will or law.

When democracy expressing the divine will is established in human affairs, it will of necessity reach to other forms of social endeavor.
The common consciousness which partakes of spiritual good will find expression in every department of the social order. What
corrects and blesses the form of government will fine its way into education, business, the ministry, into every type of industry, the
home—in short, into the fullness of human experience. Then will the glory of God permeate the affairs of men; then will the nations be
healed of the desire for domination and conquest; then, indeed, "the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters
cover the sea."

Moreover, government of divine Principle is universal, is infinite in extent and power. When nations respond to this divine impulse,
barriers will no longer be raised between them, and the need for appeasement will no longer appear. True brotherhood is attainable
and will be manifested in international relationships, for in reality there is neither racial nor governmental disparity. There is but one
nation, and that the universal brotherhood.
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Christian Scientists are convinced that this is a condition attainable here and now. It is possible of demonstration so rapidly as mortals
come willingly and obediently, as little children, to know and apply spiritual truth. Christ, Truth, is ever present, ready and potent in
healing every wrong condition now obtaining in society. It is perfect healer of every wrong. Upon "his shoulder" rests forever the only
righteous government, the government of divine Principle. And the promise is that of this government and the ensuing peace there
shall be no end.
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