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I T may be said that Christian Sci
ence has withdrawn the curtains 

which for centuries have hung before 
the doors of heaven, and allowed man
kind to look within at the wonders of 
a perfect universe. A glimpse into 
perfection has instantaneously healed 
many of their sicknesses, and has re
deemed many others from a crushing 
sense of sin. Who that has once 
had such a revelation can ever doubt 
again that the riddle of the ages has 
been solved, that the mental outlook, 
the spiritual understanding which 
pierces the material veil, rending its 
fictitious sense-fabric, brings at once 
into demonstrable activity the omni
present power of God! And yet the 
Christian Scientist knows full well 
that the dawning of the "heavenly 
vision" is but the early morning on 
a journey which will not cease until 
he has entered into the complete real
ization of man's spiritual selfhood. 

The religious history of mankind is 
the history of a struggle toward this 
realization. The Bible recounts the 
story of the struggle. It holds the 
records of the gradual revelation 
of God to man, and indicates the 
effects which this revelation has had 
in inducing human emancipation 
from the thraldom of error. What 
strikes one very forcibly about this 
upward march, is that it has been 
constantly associated with the self-
government and obedience of the in
dividual. Government and obedience 
are not dissociable. To govern means 
to direct, to control, to administer 

laws. To be obedient means to be 
willing to obey commands or laws. 
The prophets, with the power begot
ten of purity and humility, were able 
to recognize spiritual truth so clearly 
as to reveal its laws, rendering these 
of practical value to others. 

Thus, for example, we have the 
ten commandments as compiled by 
Moses. From them one sees indu
bitably that self-government takes 
precedence over every other consid
eration. They are commands to indi
viduals. Whether one takes the first, 
the sixth, or the tenth, it is the in
dividual who is directed. He comes 
under the determining power of a 
recognized Principle, obedience to 
which produces a stronger, a better, 
and a happier selfhood. And thus 
also did Jesus Christ inculcate obedi
ence. The basis of his teaching was 
the first commandment, with an ad
dendum. These are his own words to 
the scribe: "The first of all the com
mandments is, Hear, O Israel; The 
Lord our God is one Lord: and thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart, and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy mind, and with all thy 
strength: this is the first command
ment. And the second is like, namely 
this, Thou shalt love thy neighbor 
as thyself. There is none other com
mandment greater than these." And 
he showed how such commands could 
be obeyed by recognizing God in 
Spirit and Truth. 

Before hearing of Christian Sci
ence many have read Jesus' com-
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mands scores of times without being 
much the wiser or the better. It 
was not till they studied Science and 
Health that they realized the full im
port of the Word. It was as if the 
truth, to their consciousness, had been 
lying in a chrysalis state, waiting the 
touch of the sun's wand to cause 
the marvel to unfold itself. What 
stamps Mrs. Eddy's message to the 
world as unique is her discovery that 
underlying the thought, words, and 
deeds of Jesus the Christ lay the 
profound understanding that God 
is One, the source of all being, and 
that this knowledge was the basis of 
his perception of spiritual law which 
he put into operation in healing "all 
manner of sickness" and sin. She 
perceived that this knowledge was 
absolute Truth, was the only real 
knowledge, and that it constituted 
spiritual sense. In Science and 
Health (p. 206), she says: "It is the 
province of spiritual sense to govern 
man;" and again (p. 131), "Our lives 
must be governed by reality in order 
to be in harmony with God, the divine 
Principle of all being." 

When one sees the truth of Chris
tian Science he experiences often
times a great sense of freedom, as if 
heavy burdens had been taken away, 
as if so-called material law was less 
irksome, and that he had entered a 
large place where there was a great 
light. And it is all true! But soon 
we recognize that we have but set 
our faces toward Jerusalem, have 
but commenced to work out our own 
salvation; and the brightness of the 
light which now shines upon our 
path, while it enables us to see real
ity more clearly, throws into stern 
relief the seeming shadows of ma

teriality. "The kingdom of God is 
within you," said the Master. This 
kingdom truly is omnipresent, but it 
has to be known, unfolded in experi
ence, lived. Its presence and power 
have to be demonstrated. 

And to bring it out not a trace of 
mysticism is involved; for the truth 
does not flutter into human conscious
ness from a mysterious somewhere. 
It is always there, but it must be 
recognized, known. And here is 
where obedience to the government of 
divine law, divine Principle, absolute 
Truth, right thinking about God and 
spiritual man and all things real, 
comes in. The government of self 
must precede and accompany all other 
government. This self-government 
consists in bringing every thought 
and desire into harmony with the will 
of God. It means the constant af
firmation of the fact of the existence 
of the one Mind, the Mind that is 
infinite Life, infinite Love, that is al
together good, an affirmation which 
carries with it the denial of minds 
many and cuts us thankfully away 
from all the conflicting, discordant, 
false beliefs of sick and sinning 
mortal sense. Herein lies the secret 
of the power which heals, and which 
through persistent application leads 
to the sovereign heights of spiritual 
blessedness. 

The Christian Scientist soon finds 
that the spiritual idea seems to be 
persecuted at every turn by the false 
mortal mind. But his peace and 
safety always lie in faithful obedience 
to spiritual sense, which affirms the 
unreality of mortal mind and shows 
it to be but the empty fabric of a 
dream, which vanishes whenever it is 
clearly recognized as such. 
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It may be that the student desires 
to associate himself with a local 
Christian Science church, one of those 
branches of The Mother Church scat
tered the world over. The thought 
comes to him, "Am I ready to join 
myself with such an organization?" 
In Science and Health (p. 583) Mrs. 
Eddy defines "church" in a way which 
raises it utterly above the notion of 
its being a conglomeration for social 
purposes. She refers to it as "that 
institution, which affords proof of its 
utility . . . casting out devils, or 
error, and healing the sick." In the 
highest sense every Christian Scien
tist who is healing the sick and cast
ing out error through Christ, Truth, 
is a member of the Church of Christ, 
of that eternal "structure of Truth 
and Love" (p. 583). And since every 
Christian Science church must give 
"proof of its utility," its members 
one and all should be demonstrating 
this healing power. This is indeed 
their life-work. 

Organization, as established ac
cording to the Manual of The Mother 
Church and the by-laws of branch 
churches, is but the temporal means 
employed by Christian Scientists to 

bring about greater unity of action; 
and one who would unite with this 
church knows well that the govern
ment of self must be coincident with 
all his efforts at church government. 
In fact they cannot be dissociated. 
In the Manual of The Mother Church 
(Article VIII, Sect. 4) is written un
der "Daily Prayer": "It shall be the 
duty of every member of this church 
to pray each day: 'Thy kingdom 
come;' let the reign of divine Truth, 
Life, and Love be established in me, 
and rule out of me all sin; and may 
Thy Word enrich the affections of all 
mankind, and govern them!" 

Here Mrs. Eddy puts self-govern
ment first; and no matter how per
plexing the problem with which a 
church may be confronted, its mem
bers should rejoice that the solution 
lies in the application of spiritual 
law, in their united obedience to di
vine Truth and Love. All true gov
ernment rests upon divine Principle, 
and divine Principle is reflected by 
man and applied to his problems, no 
matter what they may seem to be, 
when he is conscious of Life, of Truth, 
of Love, of infinite good, as the only 
existing verity of being. 

[Written for the Journal] 

"OUR FATHER ABRAHAM" 

B E N . HAWORTH-BOOTH 

UPON the wind of heaven the tones he heard 
That Adam heard in Eden, and the word 
Was wonderful, and in his heart it stirred 

A longing to uprise from faith to sight. 
Soft on the silver night the numbers fall, 
"Give me thine heart, my son: give me thine all: 
If thou wilt gain thy guerdon, heed the call." 

He heard and gave good heed, and prayed for light. 
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