
for March 21, 2010

Walking on the Sea

“As it is attested by actual eyewitnesses, it cannot be resolved into a legend or allegory, but must be 
accepted as an historic fact” (Dummelow 676).

Matt. 14:22-32
22  And straightway Jesus constrained his disciples to get into a ship, and to go before him unto the other 
side, while he sent the multitudes away.

In the verses before, Jesus had just fed almost 10,000 people on the hillsides near Bethsaida and 
the people wanted to make Jesus a king by force. The disciples probably agreed with this popular 
enthusiasm, so Jesus “constrained” his disciples to leave him, get into a ship and go to Capernaum, so 
he could go into the mountains alone and pray. “Constrained” in Greek is anagkazo and it means “to 
compel (almost by force), command” (Thayer 36). 

“He dismissed the disciples forcefully to help tame a messianic uproar (John 6:15)” (EBC 9.343). 

John confirms this description of the same event.

John 6:15
15  When Jesus therefore perceived that they would come and take him by force, to make him a king, he 
departed again into a mountain himself alone.

23  And when he had sent the multitudes away, he went up into a mountain apart to pray: and when the 
evening was come, he was there alone.

Perhaps he needed to put down the temptation of ambition that had strongly presented itself to him.

“The burden of Jesus’ prayer is not revealed; but it is possible that the crowd’s attempts to make him 
king (John 6:15) prompted him to seek his Father’s face” (EBC 9.543).

“Nothing is better to keep the mind humble and unambitious, than to seek some lonely place; to 
shut out the world, with all its honours; to realize that the great God, before whom all creatures and 
all honours sink to nothing, is round about us; and to ask him to keep us from pride and vain glory” 
(Barnes 69).
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24  But the ship was now in the midst of the sea, tossed with waves: for the wind was contrary.

The disciples had left ahead of Jesus to sail to Capernaum, to be prepared to meet him there later. They 
were in the middle of the Sea of Galilee when a great wind arose, perhaps sweeping down the desert 
from the east or west from the Mediterranean Sea. These winds were known to swirl around the bowl-
like hills of the Galilee area and cause large and immediate storms. The disciples could hardly sail their 
small boat, while it struggled into the head wind. John says that they had gone twenty or thirty furlongs, 
approximately four miles, which would put them directly in the middle of the lake. The sea was boisterous, 
the wind against them. So they were probably struggling with the sails all throughout the night.

25  And in the fourth watch of the night Jesus went unto them, walking on the sea.

The Romans divided the night into four equal watches, and the fourth or last watch was from 3:00 a.m. 
to 6:00 a.m.

26  And when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were troubled, saying, It is a spirit; and they 
cried out for fear.

The night was dark, the sea was tossing and turning, and a ghost-like man comes walking along on the 
surface of the sea, which causes them to be terrified with fear.

27  But straightway Jesus spake unto them, saying, Be of good cheer; it is I; be not afraid.

Jesus reveals himself to the disciples and tells them to be filled with joy – they don’t have to be afraid.  This 
command was often given by Jesus to those he healed, to his disciples and to those he was teaching. Once the 
fear is handled, one can expect a successful outcome for any case. Get rid of the fear! 

28  And Peter answered him and said, Lord, if it be thou, bid me come unto thee on the water.

Only the Gospel of Matthew tells us about Peter’s enthusiasm to follow Jesus walking on the water. It 
is in line with his human disposition, which is depicted as confident and impetuous. “He was rash, 
headlong, incautious, really attached to Jesus, but still easily daunted, and prone to fail. He was afraid, 
therefore, when in danger, and sinking, cried again for help. Thus he was suffered to learn his own 
character, and his dependence on Jesus” (Barnes 69).

29  And he said, Come.  And when Peter was come down out of the ship, he walked on the water, to go to 
Jesus.
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Peter was a fisherman who was familiar with and unafraid of the lake, accustomed to swimming in its 
waters. His faith was strong enough to get him out of the boat to walk on the water, but not strong 
enough to withstand the turbulent storm.

30  But when he saw the wind boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink, he cried, saying, Lord, save me.

The word “boisterous” in Greek is ischyros, and it means violent and powerful (Thayer 309). As soon as 
fear took over Peter’s thought, he began to sink. Peter looked down at the water and not up. He did not 
keep his eyes fixed on the Christ.

31  And immediately Jesus stretched forth his hand, and caught him, and said unto him, O thou of little 
faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?

Jesus is supporting not only his weight, but the weight of Peter, overcoming the laws of gravity. 

The word “hand” in Greek is cheir and “symbolizes the might, activity and power of God in upholding 
and preserving one” (Thayer 667).

“Caught” is epilambanomai in Greek and metaphorically it means “to rescue one from peril, to help, to 
lay hold of or seize with the hands” (Thayer 240).

“Little faith” translates into half-faith. When Peter let doubt and fear into thought, it caused him to 
sink. “Doubt” is distazo in Greek and means “to waiver back and forth” (Thayer 152).

32  And when they were come into the ship, the wind ceased.

As soon as Jesus, with his calm, peaceful loving thought, entered into the ship, the turbulent wind died down.

John 6:19-21
19 So when they had rowed about five and twenty or thirty furlongs, they see Jesus walking on the sea, and 
drawing nigh unto the ship; and they were afraid.
20 But he saith unto them, It is I; be not afraid.
21 Then they willingly received him into the ship: and immediately the ship was at the land whither they 
went.

In the Gospel of John, we read that they were immediately at the land whither they went; which means 
that Jesus was able to transport twelve men along with himself instantly to the other side.
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As a result of Jesus’ hours of communion with his heavenly Father on the mountaintop, Jesus teleported 
himself and his disciples over the Sea of Galilee, overcoming matter, gravity, time and space when he 
performed this miracle of walking on the water to meet with his disciples.

                 . . .
From The Christian Science Journal, August 1916
Article made available by The Ark: Christian Science Collection 
www.biblosfoundation.org/TheArk

“Learning to Wait” 
by Louise Knight Wheatley (excerpts)

Perhaps no recorded incident more beautifully illustrates this heavenly willingness to wait, 
than the time when he walked to his disciples upon the water. He had sent them to the 
other side of the lake while he remained behind in prayer, and all through those long night 
hours which he had spent in communion with his Father, they had been toilfully rowing 
without making any headway, “for the wind was contrary.” Then toward morning he went 
to them, “walking on the sea.” What mattered it to him that the wind was contrary? That 
night of holy vigil had so uplifted his thought that there was no longer for him any material 
resistance, any material substance, any material belief in a life, power, or intelligence apart 
from God. He had come to this experience from a period of healing work, then the feeding 
of the multitude, and we need not wonder that he was ready for any problem which might 
present itself.

Filled as Jesus’ consciousness must have been with the realization of this sublime, stupendous 
truth, he was going on past the disciples when that thing happened to him which often 
happens to us today in our supreme moments of spiritual exaltation. Mortal sense essayed 
to stop him. The disciples, believing him to be a spirit, cried out in alarm. What did he do, 
he who was as gentle as he was great? Did he continue on his way, serene and undisturbed, 
leaving them to overcome their fears as best they might? Or did he call upon them to step 
out upon the water and walk with him? His inviting call to Peter was no evidence that 
he recognized the possibility of their demonstration, but manifestly the thought even of 
undertaking it did not occur to any other disciple; hence with the sublime patience of the 
man who has learned to wait, he spoke a few reassuring words and entered the ship with 
them.
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The disciples could not come to Jesus, so he went to them, -- noblesse oblige. They could not 
meet him on his own plane of thought, so he met them on theirs. Yet what a trying thing 
to get into a boat when one has been walking on the water! Probably not one of that little 
company understood in the least what this must have meant to Jesus. Such rare compassion 
was beyond their comprehension, and they only wondered that as he entered the ship “the 
wind ceased.” They however witnessed to the divine power thus manifested, when they said, 
“Of a truth thou art the Son of God.”
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August 1, 1908.] CHRISTIAN SCIENCE SENTINEL 945

a gift to our Leader, was duplicated to me, on Christmas
morning, in the form of a check from one who but once
before had made me a present.

A few weeks passed, and a. considerable sum of money
having come into my possession, it seemed a privilege
to repeat the work of the first year. This time, I was
quite sure that I had done all that could be expected, but
shortly before the completion of the Extension of our
church, a call for immediate further contributions
was published in the Sentinel. Love and gratitude then
impelled me to begin again on the original basis. It
had already been demonstrated that I could give a cer-
tain amount, for it had been given; why not double that
amount and proceed as before? Within three days I re-
ceived a check which more than met the requirement—my
rightful property, to be sure, but wholly unexpected at
that time, and much more than I had been given reason
ever to expect from that particular quarter.

What was the result of this experience? First, a most
convincing proof that God is the only and unlimited source
of supply; second, a complete liberation from a tendency to
regard money as something of value in and of itself; and
third, a recognition that poverty is just as surely a belief
of mortal mind, to be overcome by immortal Truth, as any
other inharmonious condition. That this changed attitude
of thought is of inestimable value, those of like experience
will understand, and it could have been gained through no
human method of education. Truly "they shall all be
taught of God." To-day, it is a joy that gratitude for three
years' experience among the faithful and tried workers of
the Publishing Society can now find vent in helping to build
the new publishing house.

A LESSON FROM DANIEL.
JOHN RANDALL DUNN.

T H E familiar pictures of "Daniel in the Lions' Den"
and "Daniel's Answer to the King," are replete with les-
sons to every seeker after truth. How often do we find 
ourselves in the presence of conditions, obligations, and
dangers, which stalk about us as wild beasts, threatening
to devour us; and we, seemingly helpless, alone and bound,
are left to face them. Such experiences often wring from
the lips of the student such expressions as, "Why must I 
have this to meet? Why did God permit me to be placed
in this predicament? Why am I not delivered?" and the
myriad other "whys" which, as Paul says, "minister ques-
tions, rather than godly edifying which is in faith."

In assisting the struggling student to see the light,
thought often turns to the lesson unfolded in the picture of
Daniel's calm stand in the presence of the ferocious lions.
Could he have spent a moment asking "why"? Did he,
think you, dare to admit a solitary doubt, fear, or question
of God's omnipresence and protection, in the form of a 
"why" ? No, the placid attitude of that lone figure bespeaks
aught but despair or wavering. In the picture where his
face is upturned to the light, we have not only Daniel's an-
swer to the king, but his answer to us, when fear would force
from doubting hearts a questioning "why." Here we see
written rejoicing—the rejoicing born of a glorified under-
standing of the allness of divine Love—for the Bible tells
us that "no manner of hurt was found upon him, because
he believed in his God."

Let us bring to our problem, therefore, the uplifted
thought of Daniel, and rejoice in knowing that the lions
(claims of evil) have no power over us; let us rejoice that
we have this privilege of proving God's presence and power.
Then there will be neither cause nor room for whining,
questioning, doubting; then will our experience cease to be
a hardship, but will become instead a privilege, and we may

exclaim with the apostle, "I am exceeding joyful in all our
tribulation," since thereby come blessed opportunities for
proving the omnipotence of God, good. And the result?
We have but to look at the picture and see evil abashed,
cowed, destroyed; and man in the image of his Maker—
with dominion over all the earth. From the inspired pen
of our revered Leader also comes a panacea for all doubts
and vain questionings: "I will follow and rejoice all the
rugged way" (Miscellaneous Writings, p. 398).

FAITH VS. DOUBT.
J. MILES CHAMBERS, M.R.C.S. ENG., L.R.C.P. LONDON.

MOST people are familiar with the story of Peter's
attempt to walk on the water, but the Master's gentle
rebuke for his failure to continue doing so, is of special
interest to Christian Scientists. Jesus said to Peter, "O
thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?" There
are perhaps very few if any of us, who, even if bidden by
the Master himself, as Peter was, to come to him on the
water, would attempt to do so without considerable feel-
ing of doubt. There are also very few who would attempt
to put into practice, with any hope of success, the words of
Jesus, "If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall
say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and
it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you."
These words were uttered to the disciples when they asked
for an explanation of their failure to heal a lunatic, and
we, like they, seek to know why we ever fail to carry out
an earnest desire to heal a disease, or it may be to change a 
discordant circumstance.

As Christians we believe the words of Jesus to be abso-
lutely true; as Christian Scientists we know that the im-
mutable, perfect law of God can bring about the desired
result as a natural outcome of that law and not as a miracle,
but as mortals we find that the result does not always appear.
Why is this so when we ask only for what we believe to be
good, when we do all we can to increase our faith, but still
we do not achieve the result? Why did Peter fail? Where
was his faith weak? Peter did not doubt Jesus' word or
power. He had just seen Jesus himself walking on the
sea, and had received the command "Come" direct from the
Master himself; therefore there was every reason, humanly
speaking, why he should not entertain the doubt which was
evidently responsible for his failure.

Peter's first thought, doubtless, when he essayed to carry
out the command, was one of implicit faith in Jesus, and
consequently he "walked on the water," but when he took
in the evidence of the senses, "when he saw the wind
boisterous, he was afraid." Why was he afraid? Here
again he should still have had faith, for he had himself
proved that he could walk on the water, and his faith
should have been strengthened, not diminished. It is very
likely that he was afraid because the thought which he
unwittingly allowed to dominate his consciousness was not
based on the Principle of being, but was derived from the
evidence of his physical senses; and this evidence ousted the
thought of faith in God, and put on one side the divine law
under which Jesus was safe a few yards away from Peter.
In reality Peter was under the same law, but had no faith
in it. His faith immediately reverted to the so-called law
of nature, and his sinking was the outward expression of
his belief that material law was the true law; every thought
in Peter's consciousness being that this action was per-
formed under the guidance of asserted laws, the belief in
which had been ingrained into him since he first began to
think at all.

In Science and Health (p. 545) Mrs. Eddy says, "The
notion of a material universe is utterly opposed to the theory
of man as evolved from Mind. Such fundamental errors
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send falsity into all human doctrines and conclusions, and
do not accord infinity to Deity." Had Peter, from the
time he first began to think, started with the premise that
"all is infinite Mind and its infinite manifestation" (Science
and Health, p. 468), his experience during the years which
preceded this incident would have so altered his conclusions
as to what result would follow a certain action or set of
actions, that walking on the water would have seemed as
natural to him as it did to Jesus. His faith would then
have been in the divine law instead of in the so-called law of
matter mistakenly believed to be a law of God.

Peter's physical senses witnessed to the fact that Jesus
could walk on the water, and also that he himself could do
so, but he concluded that this was due to Jesus' miraculous
power, not that it was in accordance with the laws of
omnipotent Principle. Hence the failure; it was not doubt
of Jesus' word which caused him to sink, but belief in a law
other than the true law of Life and its spiritual processes.
So it is to-day with mortals who try to move the mountains
and even the mole-hills of daily life; they meet them with a 
belief in God's word and God's love, but with a yet stronger
belief in the action of material law. To gain a faith which
will not fail to perform works, we must start by learning
anew the true laws which govern the universe and man,
and apply them day by day to every detail of life, until
this application gives us a new set of results from which
we shall form our conclusions of the facts of Life eternal
as it is here and now; and these conclusions will be the
ones which will present themselves to our consciousness
immediately a thought is called up, in place of the con-
clusions deduced from the premise of belief in life in matter,
and they will guide our actions accordingly.

The demonstrations which we are called upon to make
are much more frequently to be made by faith based on
knowledge gained by living our understanding of eternal
Life, than by one great act of faith in the omnipotence and
love of God. Every application of divine law to our
actions, whether small or great, will add to our faith, and
by degrees we shall be able to demonstrate that "nothing is
impossible" unto us, and we shall reap the full benefit of
the promise, "All things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer,
believing, ye shall receive."

"And I sought, whence is evil: I set before the eye of
my spirit the whole creation: whatsoever we see therein,—
sea, earth, air, stars, trees, moral creatures,—yea, and what-
soever there is we do not see,—angels and spiritual powers.
Where is evil, and whence comes it? Since God the good
made all things, why made He anything at all of evil and
not rather by His almightiness cause it not to be? These
thoughts I turned in my miserable heart, overcharged with
most gnawing cares." "And admonished to return to
myself, I entered even into my inmost soul, Thou being
my guide, and beheld even beyond my soul and mind the
Light unchangeable. He who knows the Truth knows
what that Light is, and he that knows it knows eternity!
O Truth, who art eternity! Love, who art Truth! Eter-
nity, who art Love! And I beheld that Thou madest all
things good, and to Thee is nothing whatsoever evil. From
the angel to the worm, from the first motion to the last,
Thou settest each in its place, and everything is good in its
kind. Woe is me,—how high Thou art in the highest,
how deep in the deepest! And Thou never departest from
us and we scarcely return to Thee."

AUGUSTINE'S Soliloquies, Book VII .

Hold fast upon God with one hand, and open wide the
other to your neighbor. That is religion.

GEORGE MACDONALD.

SELECTED ARTICLES.
[E. M. Ramsay in the Edinburgh (Scotland) Dispatch.] 

The charge that the Christ-healing was the work not
of God, but of the devil, was brought long years ago
against the great Founder of Christianity himself; and he
warned the faithful followers of his time that they too
would be reviled, and the good they should do be attributed
to Beelzebub. The people who brought these charges
against the Master were not the publicans and sinners, but
those who represented the formal religion of the day,—
scribes, Pharisees, and doctors of the law. It is sad to
have to point out that some of the most unfair attacks on
Christian Science come from the clergy, from men who are
not themselves fulfilling Christ's command to heal the
sick, but who are doing their utmost to discourage and
discredit those who are taking the first steps in this di-
rection.

It need not surprise any one to have our clerical critic
assert that Satan is a very adroit and intellectual being,
since he ascribes to him that power which in his own words
"heals bodies and improves morals," that power which
Christian Scientists firmly believe to be nothing less than
the power of the Holy Spirit, of the one omnipotent, all-
compassionate God Himself. Christian Scientists accept
without reservation the definition of the word "devil"
given by Jesus Christ. In John's Gospel he tells us that the
devil abode not in the truth because there is no truth in the
devil, and that he is the father of lies. In Luke's Gospel,
and in many other familiar passages, our Master speaks of
illness as the work of Satan, of the devil, and tells us that
the knowledge of the truth shall make us free. This is
precisely what Christian Science teaches—namely, that
every form of misery, that sin, illness, poverty, is the effect
of the devil, of a false, ignorant sense of life; that it can
be cured, and is daily being cured, by the knowledge of
the truth, by the knowledge of God as Spirit, Life, Love,
the giver of all good, "with whom is no variableness,
neither shadow of turning." Our critic, on the other
hand, assumes that diseases are procured by God, and
healed by the devil. To our thought it is a self-evident
fact that a fountain cannot send forth at the same place
sweet waters and bitter; that a good tree cannot bring
forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good
fruit, and that it is not the devil's business to improve
men's morals, to heal the sick, and to reform the sinner.
Indeed, we might go a little farther and say, "If the devil
improves men's morals, the world needs a little more of
the devil." Christian Science does not teach that "there
is no heaven, no earth, no pain." It teaches that "the
kingdom of God is within you." It teaches that the king-
dom is not a locality, but a state of consciousness into
which nothing that loveth or maketh a lie can enter, and it
is showing men and women of this time how to get rid of
the wrong thoughts that make this world a hell, how to take
the first steps towards heaven.

["Aquilla " in Irish Society, Dublin, Ireland.]
"Woman's Cause" is the question of the day, and one's

thoughts naturally turn to the inquiry, "Who are the
leaders of thought amongst women now?" In the differ-
ent departments of business, society, art, literature, philan-
thropy, and religious activity, each of us will think of the
leader who appeals to us individually. In physical science,
the name of Madame Curie stands as one who is said to
have made a discovery in chemistry which has revolution-
ized the theories of the age. But a still greater discoverer
has appeared in Mrs. Mary Baker G. Eddy, whose discovery
in the domain of metaphysics is being corroborated and
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