
July 24, 1902.] CHRISTIAN SCIENCE SENTINEL 755 

able book," and asked him if he had read it. H e replied, 
" N o ; and I do not want to read it either;" I inquired, 
"Why not?" being astonished that a man of his culture 
should decline to examine a religious book that had made a 
most remarkable impression on the world. "Oh," he an
swered, "I know enough about that book already. I have 
read reviews of it and criticisms by the dozen." "But," I 
said, "I hope you do not consider that a fair way to judge of 
a book, or of anything else. Why do you not look into it 
yourself, and not take somebody's word for it? Besides, 
have you read the replies to those criticisms?" He re
plied, "I have not." Now this case illustrates the power 
of prejudice and preconceived opinions, and is a fair sample 
of the manner in which new truths are condemned by 
very many people. Gamaliel knew better than to assume 
the role of a persecutor of this kind, when he warned the 
opponents of Christianity of the danger of fighting God 
in their belligerent attitude toward the new faith. His 
advice was in effect, "Wait and see what this new doctrine 
is. Peradventure it may be from God. Examine it be
fore condemning it." 

This was my attitude when I resolved that I would look 
into Christian Science. I determined to give it a fair 
hearing before preaching any more sermons against it, 
lest I should be found fighting against God. And I think 
it high time that other clergymen should do likewise, as 
there is abundant evidence of the need of more careful in
quiry into Christian Science, when, for example, a promi
nent minister of the Gospel reads a lengthy paper before a 
clerical meeting, in which he states that it is an obligation, 
resting on the churches, to make war on a system of doc
trine like Christian Science, which teaches that prayer is 
not necessary. I said to myself after reading this state
ment: "Is it possible that a well-educated man can be so 
ignorant of the teaching of Christian Science? or can it be 
due to wilful perversion of the facts? Either interpre
tation of his words must mean a disgrace to my profession 
and a slander on truth. For no truth stands out so promi
nently, on nearly every page of that book, as the absolute 
necessity of spiritual communion with God. If he had 
read the book, how could he have overlooked this most 
patent of all Mrs. Eddy's teachings? To conclude that this 
clergyman had purposely perverted the facts is to impute 
to him a malignant mind. And yet such misstatements in 
regard to Christian Science are not uncommon. 

If any person finds difficulty in understanding Mrs. 
Eddy's writings, as I did on the first perusal of them, let 
them not assume on this score the right, as some people 
do, to judge her teachings harshly. When men discern 
spiritual truth imperfectly, which is not an uncommon ex
perience with the casual reader of Science and Health, they 
may be said to "See men as trees walking," and forthwith 
they go and report accordingly. The trouble is not with 
the truth, nor with Mrs. Eddy's statement of it, but with 
their erroneous conception. Common honesty on their 
part should dictate silence until they do understand. Hasty 
orders often necessitate a retreat. If the reader finds it 
difficult to accept the advanced teaching of healing by 
prayer, let him wait until the truth has proved its claim. 
Let him not prejudge this teaching, lest he do violence to 
one of the most sacred prerogatives of God. Mrs. Eddy 
has at least this advantage on this point, that Biblically and 
historically, her position is correct. "These signs shall 
follow them that believe," and "Lo, I am with you alway, 
even unto the end of the world." Christ made good these 
words by healing the sick without drugs, in answer to 
prayer, and this practice continued for the first three hun
dred years of the Christian Church. Has he left the world 
since that time? has he forgotten to keep his promise? or is 
the trouble with the people? 

He who is taken up with the King's business has no time 
to meddle with his neighbor's.—Standard. 

The True Basis of Brotherhood. 

BY SAMUEL GREENWOOD. 

W E hear a great deal in these latter days about altruism, 
and the brotherhood of man, but this condition can never 
be realized while the prevalent beliefs about God and man 
obtain in human thought. The revelation in Christian Sci
ence of God as infinite Mind, and hence the only Mind of 
man, is the only foundation upon which this universal 
brotherhood can be established. The belief that each 
mortal has an independent mind, separate from God, is the 
source of the selfishness and strife that seem almost ever-
present in the world. But the understanding that there 
is but one God, one Mind, one Principle, will unite all 
mankind in a common brotherhood; and the demonstration 
of this truth means the exclusion from human conscious
ness of all selfishness, jealousy, and strife. The belief of 
many gods, many minds, many principles inevitably leads 
to the clashing of interests, the opposition of governments, 
and the sacrifice of peace. This is the foundation of sand 
upon which the consciousness of harmony can never stand. 

But mortals are loth to part with this belief of many 
minds, lest they lose themselves, when to lose themselves, 
their false sense, is just what they need, that they may find 
themselves in God's image (character), having the Mind 
that was in Christ Jesus. This notion of mind in brain has 
brought no pleasure or profit to its believers, but the re
verse. It is liable to be extinguished by any chance cir
cumstance, and has never brought to man a spark of light 
or truth. Jesus said, "If the light that is in thee be dark
ness, how great is that darkness!" and what greater dark
ness can be conceived of than the belief that Intelligence 
can be contained in, and ruled by, a few ounces of pulpy, 
inanimate, unconscious matter? What a humiliating con
fession that man's intelligence is made up of, and supported 
by such things as bread and potatoes; and that without 
such as these it must collapse! If it must be "absorption," 
by all means let us be absorbed in Mind and Immortality, 
rather than in decaying matter. But as the reflection (like
ness) of Intelligence, God, man can no more be absorbed 
than the ray can be lost in its reflection. Let mortals con
ceive of Mind as wholly good, and there will result a 
picture of harmony without an opposite discord; and this is 
what Christian Science is destined to accomplish in human 
consiousness. Nothing but the whole truth is equal to 
so great a task; but the success of Christian Science while 
in its infancy (to human sense) gives ample promise of the 
perfect fulfilment of its glorious destiny. 

Emancipation. 
BY M. ETHEL WHITCOMB. 

A M I D the giant hills of New Hampshire, alone with God 
in the solemn stillness, my heart turns to Him in deepest 
gratitude for the high and holy emancipation which has 
come to the world through Christian Science. 

May heaven's sweetest blessings rest on God's faithful 
servant, Mary Baker Eddy, who for over thirty years has 
stood on the battlefield and bravely fought for the liberty 
of man. What has she not achieved for the race! 

The fetters of sin, sickness, sorrow, and death are falling 
on every side, and the voice of Truth is again heard calling, 
"Loose him and let him go!" The bondage of the ages is 
loosening, and man is rising into his true liberty. 

Scripture says, "Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there 
is liberty." Divine Love fills all space, is everywhere 
present; then man, His son and heir, breathes the very 
atmosphere of freedom. Born for eternity his strength is 
inexhaustible, his life indestructible. Jesus knew this, and 
in the hour so dark to the bereaved sisters said, "Lazarus, 
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come forth. And he that was dead came forth bound hand 
and foot in grave-clothes." 

To-day Christian Science reiterates the words of the 
Master, "Lazarus, come forth." Those in the tombs of 
sin hear the call and are coming forth bound in their "grave-
clothes,"—their false material beliefs. "Through sin came 
death," so every thought of sin indulged,—pride, envy, 
hate, and selfish ambition,—is wrapping man in "grave-
clothes" from which only purity and spiritualization can 
release him. 

In response to the call "Come forth," the lame again leap 
for joy, the blind see, the deaf hear; the doors of the 
hospitals and asylums are turning slowly on their hinges 
and the helpless victims are coming forth into the glorious 
light, there to see that man is the noblest work of God, 
created to express his Father's dominion, sublimity, power, 
and glory. 

Christian Scientists, we who have been called from the 
tomb, may spiritual indolence never blur our vision, but 
may we, with consecration and thanksgiving, stand shoulder 
to shoulder, never fainting until each one of God's children 
shall have awakened into the blessed knowledge that there 
is no power or presence apart from the All-Good, the 
tender, ever-present Father from whose outstretched arms 
of love only health, holiness, and bliss can come to man,— 
His child. 

Our Leader calls us to this mission, "Will you doff your 
lavender-kid zeal, and become real and consecrated warriors? 
Will you give yourselves wholly and irrevocably to the 
great work of establishing the Truth, the Gospel, and the 
Science which are necessary to the salvation of the world 
from error, sin, disease, and death?" (Miscellaneous 
Writings, p. 177.) 

That he might prepare the Ephesians for the noble contest 
Paul wrote, "Take unto you the whole armor of God, that 
ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having 
done all, to stand. Stand therefore, having your loins girt 
about with truth, and having on the breastplate of right
eousness; . . . and take the helmet of salvation, and the 
sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God." 

A Word of Thanks. 
I wish to express my gratitude to our dear Leader, for 

her wonderful message. It will help the whole world, and 
meet the great need of the hour. About five years ago, I 
read a little letter written by Mrs. Eddy, which was on 
the front page of an old Journal I had borrowed. I shall 
never forget how the reading of that letter changed my 
thought, and uplifted me. As I grow in the understanding 
of Christian Science, I feel sure that I was then healed of a 
great sorrow that had settled on me when I was a child, 
although I seem to have gone through severe battles with 
it since, I know it was only the shadow of this sorrow 
that had bound me for over thirty years. I have never 
felt just as I did before I read that letter, and I feel that it 
was the voice of God calling to me. It was with no 
thought of being healed physically that I turned to Chris
tian Science; what I wanted was a religion that would make 
me happy, but I have found that as I got the spiritual un
derstanding of this great Truth, my ailments, which were 
many and severe, were healed. Words cannot express my 
gratitude to God, to our Leader, and to my faithful teacher. 
I am grateful to all who in any way have helped me to 
see this great Truth. I must also express my thanks for 
the Journal and Sentinel, which I look for as eagerly as I 
do for a letter from a dear friend. 

MRS. MARGARET R. WATERHOUSE, Pueblo, Col. 

Duty is carrying on promptly and faithfully the affairs 
now before you. It is to fulfil the claims of to-day. 

GOETHE. 

Testimonies of Healing. 

The following testimonies given at a late meeting of First 
Church of Christ, Scientist, New Bedford, Mass., were 
reported in the daily Standard from which we quote. 

The first speaker had always been a student of the Bible, 
finding help in its study, but through the teachings of 
Christian Science, she is daily gaining more of the deep 
spiritual meaning of the sacred Word. As an example of 
her practical application of its laws, she spoke of an ex
perience some seven years ago, when young in Science. 
"My youngest child was seized with a violent attack of 
croup, and every mother knows what that meant. I arose 
from my bed, filled with fear, to prepare an old-fashioned 
remedy, when there seemed to ring in my ear, these words: 
'Thou shalt have no other gods before me.' I saw God to 
be the only Power, infinite Life, Truth, and Love. In
stantly the child fell asleep, and I laid my head upon the 
pillow, not to sleep, but to ponder on the power, the wonder 
of God's love. The child was healed, and from that time 
to this, God has been our only healer." 

A lady said her experience had been quite different, for 
before the light of Christian Science shone on her darkened 
heart, she never cared to read the Bible. Now it is the 
dearest book in the world, a practical help in every time 
of need, physical and spiritual. The time had been when 
she ridiculed Christian Science, even while knowing noth
ing about it, but when her mother was healed of a serious 
disease, called incurable, she began the study in earnest, 
and found it to be the religion of Jesus Christ, healing and 
reforming sick and sinful humanity. 

The next speaker told of a case of healing some years 
ago, of a woman who had been given up by the physicians. 
"The first of this week I received a special delivery letter 
from her home, stating that she was in great pain, and 
needed help. When I arrived in her city, I called at once 
and found her in great distress. The next morning she 
told me she had slept well, and was healed. It was a case 
of gall-stones, and she said that under the treatment they 
had broken up and passed off naturally, the pain leaving, 
and everything becoming harmonious. I myself was healed 
by Christian Science some fourteen years ago, having been 
a suffering invalid for years." 

She was followed by a man who said he found Christian 
Science of untold benefit to him in his life at sea. He 
turned to it, not for healing, but because he had come to 
a stop in his Christian growth, and longed for more light. 
One day he found on a table in a cabin some tracts which 
he eagerly read, and then borrowed Science and Health 
from the captain. It all seemed so reasonable, and in 
accord with his study of the Bible, that the next time he 
went ashore he bought a copy and has been reading it with 
great benefit ever since. "Once there was a terrible storm," 
he said, "that swept the coast, wrecking many vessels. As 
it raged, there was a sense of fear, but it came very clearly 
to me that God would care for His children. I do not know 
how it seemed to the others, but to me it became peaceful 
and still." 

Another speaker told of the healing of a sister who 
had been an invalid sixteen years. The time came when 
she was told to choose between an operation and death. 
Fearing both, she tried Christian Science as a last resort, 
and was healed, and is now a perfectly healthy woman, 
doing good work in Science for others. The speaker was 
much impressed on seeing her come down stairs one morn
ing with her apron full of medicine bottles, pills, powders, 
etc. She who had been a slave for sixteen years to drugs 
of every kind, without permanent benefit, had found God 
to be the only Healer, and all the false gods were cast away. 
This sister's healing led her to read Science and Health, 
and through its study she was healed of a trouble with 
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