
THE SILENCING OF EVIL SUGGESTION. 
JEANIE E. C. ANDREWS. 

W HEN people first apprehend through Christian 
Science that in truth there is no sickness, sin, or 
death; no evil person, place, or thing, to fear or 

love; that the whole seeming discord is nothing but a mis
taken belief of life and mind in matter, they are uplifted 
into such a sense of joy and gratitude that for a while 
they feel as if effort and strife were done with forever. 
Later comes the knowledge of the necessity of working out 
what they have learned in daily life, and sometimes a 
sense of disappointment comes in, as they see that, though 
reason and revelation alike show the utter impossibility of 
any substance, life, or mind existing outside of the infini
tude of God's being, something seems continually to argue 
against this and to suggest the contrary. They learn that 
these suggestions of evil being, evil thinking, evil knowing, 
acting, and attracting, called in Science animal magnetism, 
have constantly and vigilantly to be watched against and 
destroyed, and that to do this they must first face the error 
and see that its claim to influence or injure humanity is 
baseless. 

During this process of scientifically uncovering error's 
hidden ways of accomplishing iniquity, beginners are some
times seized with an abject and needless fear of it, as 
though some mystical and occult new power had suddenly 
risen up to attack them; but this is because we never 
thought of it before; we simply drifted with any current of 
false opinions, prejudices, hates, and fears, that came in our 
way, and were mentally infected with every passing sense 
of sin and sickness. Now we know our duty,—that it is 
right to resist such drifting and such mental contagion and 
to keep the currents of thought turned heavenward. 

In one of our Lesson-Sermons, these words from Job 
occurred in the responsive reading: "Thy wickedness may 
hurt a man as thou art." The statement brought with it 
a train of thought which so helped the writer that she 
hopes it may help others also. "Wickedness" can only 
"hurt a man as thou art;" therefore every man that is pure 
of the wickedness is untouched by it; malice can only hurt 
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the malicious, fear the fearful; hate the hateful, and so on. 
Turning to John's Gospel, we find this truth corroborated 
by the Master. He said: "The prince of this world com
eth, and hath nothing in me." Jesus was on the eve of a 
great and final struggle; he was soon to experience the 
mental agony to be endured when the "mind of the flesh," 
the "prince of this world," animal magnetism, would suggest 
another way, another will, apart from God. He knew this, 
foresaw all that this malicious sense would bring forward 
to hurt his peace of mind,—his supreme confidence in the 
love and wisdom of the Father, and in his own ability to 
prove the truth of being. 

The Master without doubt foresaw how the suggestions 
of malice, treachery, desertion, injustice, bigotry, hate, 
murder, would all urge in turn a belief in other powers and 
other minds; yet on the very brink of it all he uttered these 
words: "Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto 
you: . . . The prince of this world cometh, and hath 
nothing in me." He knew from former experience the 
force of the words, "Thy wickedness may hurt a man as 
thou art;" but he knew his security in Truth, namely, that 
there was nothing in him for malice to appeal to; that no 
evil suggestion had anything in him to work upon, nothing 
in him to respond to it; because he knew no purpose or 
desire apart from divine Love. 

Why then are we afraid ? We know "there is no trans
fer of evil suggestions from one mortal to another" (Sci
ence and Health, p. 496), hence if malice or fear seems to 
be talking to us and harming us, we should rouse ourselves 
to deny their supposititious presence. If we are afraid, it 
must be that we still believe that evil has some power. Our 
text-book tells us that man "has not a single quality underived 

from Deity" (p. 475). We know this to be true, 
then why the discrepancy between our knowledge of the 
spiritual fact and our present demonstration of it. What 
false sense is it which Jesus had not and which we believe 
we have to which evil appeals? Let us go back to the 
Adam-allegory, the dream through which animal mag
netism is first supposed to have spoken, and see to what it 
addresses itself. Clearly it is to a belief in covetousness. 
Our Leader says (Ibid., p. 450), "Knowing the claim of 
animal magnetism, that all evil combines in the belief of 
life, substance, and intelligence in matter, electricity, ani-
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mal nature, and organic life, who will deny that these are 
the errors that Truth must and will annihilate?" These 
claims of materiality, personality, animality, and sensuality 
are each represented in the Adam-dream, and the appeal of 
each is addressed to a desire to possess and know what God 
has not imparted or known. 

I. "Ye shall be as gods": be creators of material life, 
substance, and intelligence; shall possess material force, 
will-power, the "sharp surplus" of materiality, discharging 
itself in currents of personal influence, mesmerism, mag
netism, enabling you to usurp the rights, the mental free
dom of others, to interfere, command, dictate. The lie 
appealed to Adam's belief in covetousness, and he took up 
the burden of personality and materiality, together with its 
results,—competition, rivalry, jealousy, hate, oppression, 
murder. 2. "I am pleasant to the eyes": beautiful matter, 
beautiful evil, physical attraction; and the lie appealed to 
the belief in covetousness and burdened mortal man with 
sensuality, with a belief of mortality, disease, decay. 3. 
"I am good to feed upon": you shall know pleasurable 
emotions, excitements, sensations; and once more the lie 
appealed to Adam's belief in covetousness, and he burdened 
himself with animality and its results; pain and remorse 
and despair. 4. "I will make you wise" : teach you caution, 
guile, insincerity, avarice, human policy; and Adam took 
on the burden of false law, false science, false philosophy, 
and false theology, and the measure of his cup of woe was 
full. 

Mortals have gone on accepting evil's myth of a crea
tion incomplete without evil, accepting the tortures of a 
forever unsatisfied desire, and accepting a belief in knowing 
what never was, is not, and never will be, in sin, ignorance, 
and fear. What is our remedy? The Scriptures are very 
definite on this point, and the Master demonstrated their 
verity: "Look unto me, and be ye saved." We turn with 
reverent thankfulness to another scene, and see Jesus 
triumphing where Adam yielded. The same promises are 
made, the same sense appealed to, but it finds nothing in 
him. The pure in heart see God, good; sensuality, ani
mality, personality, materiality had no attraction for Jesus. 
He did not believe in them. They were baffled before his 
purity, his satisfaction in the fulness of God. 

So it will be with us if we work as Jesus worked, and 
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u s e  t h e  w e a p o n s  w h i c h  h e  u s e d .  W h a t  w e r e  t h o s e
weapons? First was the knowledge of man's true selfhood, 
his sonship with God. As he came up from the waters of 
baptism, he realized the Christ-ideal, and so learned that 
the material sense of life was not, as Adam believed, an 
Eden, but a wilderness. He wanted to get out of it, not to 
find satisfaction and completeness in it. He had no covet-
ousness. He knew he was the Son of God, infinite Spirit, 
and that nothing but oneness with Spirit could satisfy him. 
He knew that God was all-power, the all-sufficient Word,— 
"Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that 
proceedeth out of the mouth of God." He knew what God 
was, and refused to try experiments by casting himself 
down; he knew no desire to possess, rule, or control his 
fellow-men and their kingdoms of earth, for he knew that 
what he was, every child of God was also; and that the 
rights he had, were the rights of all others also. Knowing 
this, he did not covet a sense of material power and in
fluence, and so was strong to say, "Get thee hence, Satan: 
for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and 
him only shalt thou serve." Then we read that the devil 
(evil suggestion) left him, and angels came and ministered 
unto him. The prince of this world had come, and had 
found nothing in him. 

Now, through the power of divine Truth, we are just 
as safe as Jesus was, just as certain to overcome. We 
know that through Christ and Christian Science we too 
may become sons of God. The word spoken by Jesus was 
mighty to silence evil centuries ago; it is the same word, 
and has the same might now. In the promise that the 
Spirit of truth shall lead us into all truth, we have a full 
and complete assurance of divine protection. Let us "take 
heed, and beware of covetousness," that we may use 
our God-given right to cast out every suggestion of power 
or good apart from God, with Christ, Truth. We should 
be able to declare, as did the Master, that the prince of 
this world has nothing in us, because Spirit, God, is all-
satisfying, all-sufficient; that we want to know nothing God 
does not know, for all else is emptiness; that we want to see 
nothing Love does not see, for all else is delusion; to feed on 
nothing but what Truth provides, for all else is worthless; 
to hear no wisdom but what the one Mind unfolds, for all 
else is ignorance. Knowing this, we are demonstrating that 
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purity which faces every untoward circumstance with the 
calm assurance, "The prince of this world cometh, and hath 
nothing in me;" then the suggestions of evil are silenced 
and the angels of His presence minister unto us. 

As each week brings us, in our Lesson-Sermon, a fresh 
unfolding of the knowledge of Christ, our debt of loving 
gratitude to Mrs. Eddy increases more and more. We 
know it was her purity and selfless love which enabled her 
thus to show to all of us our daily bread. The glorious 
understanding of the present power and protection of 
divine Love, and its exemplification and amplification in 
Christian Science, has been made possible to us through the 
spiritual interpretation of the Scriptures given in her writ
ings, those teachings and messages of Truth and Love 
which in their angel mission "point upward to a new and 
glorified trust, to higher ideals of life and its joys;" guiding 
"to the divine Principle of all good, whither every real in
dividuality, image, or likeness of God, gathers" (Science 
and Health, p. 299). As we see the multitude of those 
who have been helped and healed and glorified through her 
loving guidance, united in one bond of grateful obedience, 
we are reminded of the wise king's foresight of the reward 
of faithful womanhood: "Her children arise up, and call 
her blessed." 

[Written for the Journal.] 

HUMILITY. 
EVELYN SYLVESTER KNOWLES. 

HUMBLE are we when good in little ways,— 
In faithful doing of the common things. 

The gentle passing of the nights and days 
O'erfilled with storied blessings, outward flings 
A simple message, yet befitting kings! 

Who sees a duty, and his hand not stays 
From its completion, hears a song and sings 

To hearts through misery dumb; who softly prays 
The noble, silent prayer that, half expressed, 

Leaps up to heaven unhindered by man's ear, 
Straight from the purified, Love-guarded breast; 

Who stands serene amid the world's dense fear,— 
This one hath found a ladder to the sky 
Whose every rung is brave humility. 
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