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ers, and all the mechanical devices 
on which the present phase of civil
ization depends. Thus the perception 
and correct application of the laws of 
metaphysics enlarge a man's sphere 
of action and increase his freedom 
and happiness. 

In studying the writers of the pres
ent day, the Christian Scientist re
joices over the extent to which the 
ideals of truth are beginning to per
meate universal thought, so that a 
leavening process is taking place; 
and though it is heralded by up
heavals, yet the voice of Truth is in
sistently heard. Ideals of cooperation, 
of unselfish effort, of unity, of broth-

erhood, are now embodied in the vo
cabulary of almost every writer and 
speaker. If we may at times feel that 
words are used with little perception 
of their meaning, still we know that 
the voice of Truth is making itself 
heard, even using, it may be, uncon
scious witnesses. We know, too, that 
harmony will be manifest in the con
duct of public affairs in proportion as 
these true ideas are understood and 
the affairs of the nations are carried 
on, not from the basis of blind belief 
in human means and methods, but 
from the standpoint of practical meta
physical knowledge,—that is, from 
demonstrable knowledge of God. 

THE OMNIPOTENCE OF GOOD 
ELISHA B. SEELEY 

FROM the very first chapter of 
Genesis, in which creation is de

clared to be of God and wholly good, 
there runs through the inspired pages 
of the Bible the insistent reiteration 
that God is good, and beside Him 
"there is none else." On page 469 of 
"Science and Health with Key to the 
Scriptures" by Mrs. Eddy, may be 
found the following statement: "The 
exterminator of error is the great 
truth that God, good, is the only 
Mind, and that the supposititious op
posite of infinite Mind—called devil 
or evil—is not Mind, is not Truth, 
but error, without intelligence or re
ality. . . . We lose the high signi
fication of omnipotence, when after 
admitting that God, or good, is omni
present and has all-power, we still be
lieve there is another power, named 
evil." 

One of the idiosyncrasies of the 
human mind is the theory that there 
is an evil intelligence, law, and power. 
This theory Christian Science utterly 
repudiates, and through demonstra
tion proves it to be an illusion. Power 
is that which causes, supports, and 
sustains,—never that which hinders, 
weakens, or destroys. Power is a 
characteristic of good; in the highest 
sense it is good, or God Himself. The 
theory of an evil intelligence or power 
that can make man sin or suffer with
out his own consent, is nothing but 
superstition, and has no more place 
in consciousness—the expression of 
God, good—than mistakes or errors 
have place in the consciousness of 
one who has a perfect understanding 
of mathematics. The demonstration 
of the omnipotence of good is based 
upon the distinction between reality 
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and unreality, between the genuine 
and the false, and fulfills the Scrip
tural demand, "Be not overcome of 
evil, but overcome evil with good." 

In the last analysis there are no 
mistakes. If a thing is not real it is 
not at all. There is no intermediary 
stage between the true and the false. 
Neither can the real be reversed. 
Whatever appears to be the reverse 
of Principle, good, actually is not at 
all, and must be entirely disowned 
and mentally reduced to nonexist
ence, in order that it no longer re
main a seemingly conscious experi
ence. This is illustrated in a sense of 
pain. Generally speaking, we have 
been taught to believe that pain is in 
the body; but Christian Science re
veals the fact that pain is an errone
ous mental sense, that is, it is men
tal in its nature; yet, since Mind is 
harmonious and sensationless, there 
really is no pain; and as this men
tal or spiritual reality is clearly per
ceived, the painful sense disappears 
in presence of the consciousness of 
Life as harmonious. With this change 
in the mental realm there takes place 
a change in the phenomenon which 
we usually speak of as the body. 

Experience in the practice of spirit
ual healing makes clear to the worker 
that discord of every nature is de
stroyed whenever the material, dis
cordant, false sense is reduced to no 
thing, and is seen to be nowhere, 
by reason of that spiritual process of 
thinking in which Mind, or good, is 
seen to be all and everywhere,— 
which realization leaves no room or 
place for aught else. The effort to 
materialize spiritual things or to spir
itualize material things is equally in

effective and unscientific. Christian 
Science teaches that God, good, is 
the only Mind and that all is Mind, 
or good, and its perfect mental phe
nomena. The multitude of material 
objects of which we are cognizant are 
the outward expression of a supposi
titious mental concept, and this out
ward expression is only as perfect as 
the mental concept. That which ap
pears to be but is not the manifesta
tion of Principle, of perfection and 
harmony, is not at all. It is a false 
appearance which the right idea dis
places to the extent of entirely wip
ing it out. 

The fact about Life is, that Life is 
harmonious; hence there is no dis
cord. The fact about reality is, that 
it is good, and it follows as a neces
sary sequence that there is no evil. 
The fact about Truth is, that it is 
true and that there can never enter 
into Truth anything resembling a lie. 
In the degree that man has one God, 
one Mind, one sense of Life, sub
stance, power, and presence, and that 
good, is he able to refute, repudiate, 
and renounce the claim of material 
sense existence; and in the degree 
that he abides absolutely in the real
ization of God, good, as divine Prin
ciple, has he entire dominion over 
every discordant sense which would 
assume aught beside God and His 
perfect creation. 

A person believes himself subject 
to appetites; that whatever particu
lar phase of indulgence he is allow
ing, some evil power is holding him 
in its grasp and he cannot break 
away. He forgets that he first opened 
his own thought to this bondage by 
repeated indulgence of the evil until 
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it gained such place in his thought 
that he became its slave. Let any 
man who finds himself in this pre
dicament turn his thought to good 
with an earnest, sincere purpose to 
bring out in his life the purity, clean
liness, wholesomeness, and sweetness 
which characterize God, or good. Let 
him do this in a simple, practical way 
in his association with every man, 
woman, or child he meets, and he will 
find that former evil beliefs fall away. 
He will find that genuine right desire, 
combined with earnest effort to ex
press good wherever he may be and 
with whomsoever associated, is the 
mode for bringing into operation in 
his experience the power of good, 
through the only method of obedience 
there is or can be to the law of God, 
good. Mrs. Eddy says in Science and 
Health, page 192, "The good you do 
and embody gives you the only power 
obtainable. Evil is not power. It is 
a mockery of strength, which erelong 
betrays its weakness and falls, never 
to rise." 

Another individual believes him
self to be sick, and that the suffering 
sense is induced by a cause, law, or 
evil power operating as climatic con
ditions, food laws, heredity, or some 
other phase of disease theory, all 
based upon the supposition that the 
creator is not taking care of His crea
tion, and that there is an evil power 
operating to make the individual sick. 
Evil operating as power I Who ever 
heard of a sick man being called a 
strong man, or a powerful man? The 
belief of evil as disease always oper
ates as weakness, and certainly weak
ness is not something to overcome 
power, else power would not be power 

at all. To understand that power is 
good, and that God, or good, is the 
only power, that individual existence 
is the manifestation or expression of 
omnipotent good, is to be in a mental 
state wherein no belief in evil as dis
ease can find acceptance. It is a fact 
that one disease is not more danger
ous than another. Mortals have been 
taught to think otherwise, but this 
does not change the fact. It may be 
that Christian Scientists have not 
reached the place where they are 
never attacked by any sense of dis
ease or suffering, but having gained 
the place where good is recognized as 
the only power, and having learned 
that there is no evil power to cause 
disease, they will at least no longer 
fear disease. Without this element of 
emotional thought to support the be
lief in disease, it will disappear into 
its native nothingness. Not only has 
this been proved in individual experi
ence, but it is according to the in
struction contained in the chapter 
entitled "Christian Science Practice" 
in Science and Health, where it is 
stated on page 411, "If you succeed 
in wholly removing the fear, your 
patient is healed." 

Another phase of evil belief 
thought of as power, which is nearly 
universal in its acceptance, is the 
theory that there is an intelligence 
or law operating to deprive man of 
the supply essential to happiness and 
comfort. This theory does not always 
go so far as to say there is not a suffi
cient supply in the world for all of 
God's creation, but assumes there are 
laws of distribution which may give 
to one individual a thousand times 
more than he can use, and deprive 
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another of that which is essential to 
harmonious existence. This is only 
another incident of belief in man's 
separation from God, or good, and 
he has but to regain his conscious 
unity with good to find that God has 
a multitude of ways in which to dis
tribute the abundance which He has 
provided for all His children. 

Whenever the temptation of so-
called evil presents itself as sickness 
or sin, fear or lack, let the seeker 
after good renew his courage accord-

ing to the word of God contained in 
the forty-third chapter of Isaiah, 
"Fear not: for I have redeemed thee, 
I have called thee by thy name; thou 
art mine. When thou passest through 
the waters, I will be with thee; and 
through the rivers, they shall not 
overflow thee: when thou walkest 
through the fire, thou shalt not be 
burned; neither shall the flame kin
dle upon thee. For I am the Lord 
thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy 
Saviour." 

FREEDOM 
ROBERT C. BRYANT 

EVERY one feels intuitively, if 
he does not understand it, that 

true freedom is the highest good, the 
one goal of all human endeavor. Love 
of freedom has always been the great
est theme of philosopher and poet, 
the inspiration of the reformer as 
well as the source of courage for the 
true patriot and soldier. A modern 
writer has said: "The cry of the soul 
is for freedom. It longs for liberty 
from the date of its first conscious 
moments." But in all of their de
sires for freedom and in their strug
gles to obtain it, mankind have fallen 
into two very serious errors of belief 
which have produced the greatest 
confusion of thought and have made 
abortive most of their efforts in this 
direction. The first of these errors is 
the belief that man is material, pos
sessing a mind or soul of his own, this 
mind or soul being itself the product 
of material experience and sensation, 
located in a material body and sub
ject to that body. The other is the be

lief that man is mortal. These errors 
were exposed by Christ Jesus nine
teen centuries ago, and the truth he 
taught became the vitalizing power of 
the early church, the foundation of 
all true Christianity. Had mankind 
kept this truth unobscured and 
uncontaminated, it would have been the 
pillar of cloud by day and of fire by 
night to lead humanity out of the 
Egypt of darkness and bondage, up 
into the promised land of light and 
liberty, of peace and plenty. His 
teaching was, however, gradually hid
den by material beliefs, personal 
ambitions, sensual desires,—and so 
darkness ensued. 

About fifty years ago Mary Baker 
Eddy discovered, and after years of 
patient, loving study and preparation, 
restated to the world the truth which 
Christ Jesus taught, and to-day an 
ever increasing number of people are 
rejoicing in the growing understand
ing of true freedom and the bless
ings that follow therefrom. 
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