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"Is it I?" Is it I that am believing 
in more than one power, in more than 
one God? Quickly, without the need 
of groping in mortal self-examina
tion, the error will be detected and 
denounced as powerless, and there 
will be but one answer, because the 
divine "I" is found to be perfect, ad
mitting of nothing save ever-present 
Love and good. Then Truth will no 
longer be unknown, but with Mary 
Magdalene human reason will humbly 
sit at the feet of Christ, waiting and 
working for that consciousness which 
forever beholds the "I" that came 

from the Father and glorifies Him in 
thought and in deed with the glory 
that he (the Christ or true selfhood) 
had with the Father before the world 
began, and which is now so clearly 
revealed in Christian Science. 

The scientific understanding of the 
spiritual Ego leads ever onward and 
upward into that recognition and 
love of the divine "I" which enables 
humanity to arise and go to the 
Father, the "I" that "leadeth us not 
into temptation, but delivereth us 
from sin, disease, and death" (Sci
ence and Health, p. 17). 

NO EVIL POWER 
IRVING C. TOMLINSON, M.A. 

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE brings 
incalculable blessings to man

kind in its teaching that God is the 
only power. Joined to this truth is 
the correlative fact that there is no 
such thing as an evil power, and that 
any belief in one is wholly without 
support. We gain a fuller apprecia
tion of Mrs. Eddy's teaching as to the 
nothingness of evil by remembering 
that in this respect it contradicts the 
beliefs of many philosophers, poets, 
theologians, and metaphysicians who 
have preceded her. Nearly every 
philosopher of the past has recog-
nzed evil as a power and made it a 
part of his philosophy. In Emerson 
we find a glowing exception, for he 
writes, "Omit the negative proposi
tion and chant only the beauty of 
the good." Many of the poets have 
given the same reality to evil that 
they have to good, and not a few of 
the so-called masterpieces of the ages 
revolve around the excesses attending 
the acceptance of evil as a power. 

This is true of the works of Homer, 
Dante, and preeminently so of Mil
ton's "Paradise Lost" and "Paradise 
Regained." 

Even more disastrous to the wel
fare of the race than doctrinal dis
cussions as to the finite capacity of 
God in the so-called presence of evil, 
has been the actual application of 
this false teaching in theology and 
medicine. The purpose of theology 
has always been to better mankind, 
but prior to Mrs. Eddy's perception 
that Mind alone is power, because 
God is Mind, it has undertaken 
reformatory work while holding to 
the reality of evil and limiting the 
might of Mind. In all the scholastic 
teaching as to Satan, everlasting 
punishment, and the fall of man, evil 
is recognized as a power; yet in 
Psalms we read, "The Lord shall 
preserve thee from all evil;" "There 
shall no evil befall thee." St. Paul 
earnestly besought his followers to 
"be not overcome of evil, but overcome 
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evil with good." Materia medica, 
giving very little thought to Spirit as 
power, and very much consideration 
to the dominating influence of sin 
and sickness, has taught men to rely 
upon matter as a healing agent. 

In taking its stand for the all-
power of God, Christian Science is 
in strict accord with the spiritual 
teaching of Scripture, for we read 
in Romans: "There is no power but 
of God: the powers that be are or
dained of God." In the forty-fourth 
verse of the eighth chapter of St. 
John's gospel, Jesus described the so-
called evil power as "a liar" in which 
"there is no truth;" that is, a fabri
cation. Science and Health unfolds 
this truth of the omnipotence of God 
in such an orderly, masterful way 
that there is no occasion whatsoever 
for any careful student to give cre
dence to the existence of an evil 
power. It shows, too, that the 
antidote for evil thoughts is good 
thoughts; and for doubts, certain
ties. On page 327 we read, "Evil has 
in reality neither place nor power in 
the human or the divine economy." 

This teaching that evil is without 
power is illustrated in the science of 
mathematics. There is no such thing 
as an evil mathematical power. All 
that we can call mathematical power 
is resident in mathematical law, and 
in this fact lies the ability of the 
mathematician to demonstrate his 
problem. If he imagined that there 
was some power to hinder him in his 
demonstration, he would be thwarted 
at every step. So also is the Science 
of being, or the Science of Christ. 
All spiritual might is included there
in, and outside of this Science there 
is no such thing as power, since it 

embraces the teaching that God is 
infinite, the All-in-all, the one power. 
By applying this basic law we prove 
Scripture to be absolutely true when 
it declares: "God hath not given us 
the spirit of fear; but of power, and 
of love, and of a sound mind." 

From this metaphysical view of 
the all-power of good we may step 
with confidence to its practical em
ployment in our every-day affairs. 
Because God, Spirit, is the only 
power, there can be no intelligence in 
matter, no efficacy in a drug to effect 
healing. Spirit is the one and only 
power and divine Mind the only 
physician. Do not heavy hearts in
dicate that we are giving power to 
evil? that sonship with God is but 
vaguely realized? If His will (the 
power of good) is really being done 
in us, could we know anything but 
peace and joy? Because God is all 
power and ever present, evil is no 
power and is never present. There 
is only so much power in evil as we 
give to it or believe it to have. Mrs. 
Eddy made this plain when she said 
in a letter to a friend: "Did you but 
know the sublimity of your hope; the 
infinite capacity of your being; the 
grandeur of your outlook, you would 
let error kill itself. Error comes to 
you for life, and you give it all the 
life it has." 

Of course the time is past when 
the true Christian Scientist will fear 
or give any power whatsoever to that 
false belief called animal magnetism. 
In reality it has no more power in 
the presence of Truth than darkness 
has in the presence of light. Truth, 
Love, eternal good, constitute the 
only power, and so-called animal 
magnetism, their counterfeit, cannot 
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in any way affect the wide-awake 
Christian Scientist. When one in
structed in Christian Science fears 
or believes in any other might than 
good, he is governed by superstition, 
and not Truth. He has failed to 
practise what he preaches as to God's 
omnipotence, he has not laid hold of 
the supreme revelation as to the allness 
of good which was given us by 
Christ Jesus and which is so empha
sized in Christian Science. Surely 
the call to him, as to all, is expressed 
by the prophet: "Awake, awake; put 

on thy strength, O Zion; put on thy 
beautiful garments, O Jerusalem, the 
holy city." The teaching of Chris
tian Science as to the allness of God 
is grandly expressed in one of our 
hymns, which has Luther's stirring 
tune, "Ein' Feste Burg." Hear its 
clarion note: 

All power is given unto our Lord, 
On Him we place reliance; 

With Truth from out His sacred Word 
We bid our foes defiance. 

With Him we shall prevail, 
Whatever may assail; 
He is our shield and tower, 
Almighty is His power; 

His kingdom is forever. 

GREATER LOVE 
JOHN STEEN 

A VITAL and practical lesson 
on love and friendship, full of 

profound meaning and of absorbing 
interest, is given by our Lord in 
four short verses of the fifteenth 
chapter of St. John's gospel: "This 
is my commandment, That ye love 
one another, as I have loved you." 
Jesus then gives his marvelous defini
tion of love, foretells its forthcoming 
exemplification by himself in what 
was to be the last earthly act of 
his life of compassionate love toward 
mankind, and instances this specific 
demonstration as an example for all 
to follow: "Greater love hath no man 
than this, that a man lay down his 
life for his friends." The universal 
import of this sublime utterance and 
its application to all mankind are 
unmistakable: "that a man lay down 
his life for his friends." 

Our Lord then discloses his con
cept of friendship, and states pre
cisely the condition indispensable to 
participation in the salvation which 

was to follow from his wondrous act 
of self-sacrificing devotion: "Ye are 
my friends, if ye do whatsoever I 
command you," individual redemp
tion from all error being necessarily 
dependent upon a living and prac
tical obedience to each and all of 
the behests of our Saviour, Christ, 
Truth. Evidently recognizing that 
the deep significance of his words was 
being comprehended by his hearers, 
and foreseeing the ultimate fulfilment 
of his command in their lives, he had 
just told them, "Whither I go, thou 
canst not follow me now; but thou 
shalt follow me afterward;" and he 
proceeds with his message of truth: 
"Henceforth I call you not servants; 
for the servant knoweth not what his 
lord doeth: but I have called you 
friends." 

The meaning of the Master's words 
is plain: we are to love one another 
in the same way that he loved us, 
that is to say, by laying down our 
life for our friends. We may be 
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