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In a speech in the Senate, Daniel Webster referred to the 
government of the United States as "the people's government, 
made for the people, made by the people, and answerable to 
the people." In a speech delivered in Boston in 1850, Theo
dore Parker declared that the right idea of democracy should 
be expressed in "a government of the principles of eternal 
justice, the unchanging law of God." Lincoln endorsed this 
idea of democracy in his Gettysburg speech, when he made 
the plea that the people should learn a lesson from the self 
sacrifice of the soldiers who had given their lives for their 
country on that field, and resolve "under God" that the nation 
should have "a new birth of freedom," so that "government 
of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish 
from the earth." 

More comprehensive definitions of democracy could not 
well be given. Let us, however, consider the ways and means 
employed to sustain civil governments which are called demo
cratic, and see if they represent the democracy which our 
Leader has commended. In such governments the people 
often accept and elect for important offices a candidate named 
by a political machine which is controlled by one man. Per
sonal influence and money may have been illegally used to 
nominate and elect him; promises of reciprocal favors may 
have been freely made and the public weal set aside for per
sonal or party gains. Manifestly such methods find no war
rant in the democracy of Christian Science; for methods 
which arc prompted by selfish human ambition, and which 
serve the purposes of avowed candidates for church positions, 
are not in any way akin to true democracy. It is well to 
know that the counterfeit cannot blind our eyes and displace 
the genuine. 

In the government of a Christian Science church there should 
be no seeking for any office. The democracy of Christian 
Science is established when its divine Principle is demonstrated 
in the lives of Christian Scientists,—and this is clearly evi
denced when we prove that Principle fills every church posi
tion. This word Principle is the most comprehensive name 
which we have for God. On page 587 of Science and Health 
Mrs. Eddy defines heaven as "government by divine Prin
ciple." The ultimate of Christian life was set forth by Christ 
Jesus when he said, "Thy will be done in earth, as it is in 
heaven,"—God's government in everything. So it is clear 
that a Christian democracy must be expressed through people; 
but instead of being a government of persons it must always 
be a government which has resulted from devotion to Prin
ciple, and which is manifested in demonstrations of wisdom 
and unity. How else are we to reach the ultimate of spiritual 
reality and harmony expressed by Paul when he wrote, "For 
of him, and through him, and to him, are all things"? 

The "Rule for Motives and Acts" (Art. VIII, Sect. 1) and 
other rules of the Manual tell every church-member how to 
fulfil the demands of church democracy in Christian Science. 
The election of church officers and attempts to promote any 
kind of church work through personal urgency or individual 
opinions, are distinct violations of the Manual. Such meth
ods are undemocratic, according to Christian Science, and 
the individual member who participates in them is doing 
himself and the church a great wrong. Just here we do well 
to remember the word which saith, "He that leadeth into 
captivity shall go into captivity." 

In "Miscellaneous Writings" (p. 119) Mrs. Eddy says, 
"Insubordination to the law of Love even in the least, or 
strict obedience thereto, tests and discriminates between the 
real and the unreal Scientist." If we strive for cheerful 
obedience to this main "law of Love" as itemized in the 
church by-laws, and honestly practise from this standpoint, 

true progress will be made; the sick will be healed and sinners 
reformed. Through this willing obedience the membership of 
each church will prove that its structure "rests upon and 
proceeds from divine Principle" (Science and Health, p. 583), 
and its democracy will then be the spiritual cooperation of 
the ideas of Truth and Love established in human conscious
ness by Christ and Christian Science. 

Gentleness versus Violence 
A N N E DODGE 

I N his epistle to the Galatians, St. Paul mentions gentle
ness as one-of the fruits of the Spirit against which there is 
no law. The dove is often used as a type, or symbol, of 
gentleness and peace. Christ Jesus said, "Be ye therefore 
wise as serpents, and harmless as doves," coupling this simile 
with the wisdom which outwits evil. This is best done by 
knowing evil's powerlessness, nothingness, and unreality. 
Violence has never really accomplished anything except to 
demolish its own superstructure. It is destructive, a twin 
brother to desolation, born of hatred, envy, malice, revenge. 
Void of divine Mind and spiritual impulse, it rushes madly 
onward, like the cyclone, lashing its victims into a seething 
rage of helpless fury, making them the playthings of demoni
acal purpose and baseless anger, condemning them to reap 
the harvest of their own sowing of fear, jealousy, cowardice, 
shame, remorse, forever pursued by the cry of the outcast, 
"My punishment is greater than I can bear." 

Gentleness is constructive, a builder up of waste places; 
it makes the desert to "rejoice, and blossom as the rose;" it 
rests upon the foundation of spiritual understanding and 
has dominion over all things; it blesses with divine grace and 
strength, mercy and tenderness, temperance and forbearance, 
forgiveness and peace. Born of Truth and Love, springing 
from Life eternal ("The everlasting Father"), it is founded 
on the higher law of Christ, "Thou shalt love thy neighbor 
as thyself;" for, as Paul says, "love worketh no ill to his 
neighbor: therefore love is the fulfilling of the law." Gentle
ness heralds the coming of a brighter dawn, in whose light 
violence, fear, wrath, revenge, murder, destruction are un
known, and the omnipotence of Spirit is demonstrated, "for 
the former things are passed away." Its only weapon is the 
divine Word, "Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, 
saith the Lord of hosts," and holiness, confidence, and peace 
are the manifestation of its coming. The sweet breath of the 
modest violet; the humility typified by the lowly lily; the 
blessed dews of righteousness and mercy, reviving the humble; 
the heavenly manna of spiritual being, comforting the 
mourner; the pure love that "thinketh no evil,"—all these 
teach the supreme power of gentleness which blesses only, and 
it alone can remove the curse of violence and bring salvation 
to the weary slave of anger and revenge. 

Our Master's words make strong appeal for gentleness. 
"I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse 
you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which 
despitefully use you, and persecute you." Again, "Resist 
not evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, 
turn to him the other also." This is the divine law of gentle
ness taught and practised by him who was oppressed and 
afflicted, "yet he opened not his mouth: . . . brought as a 
lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is 
dumb, so he openeth not his mouth." 

In this age and generation one has appeared entrusted by 
God with a high and holy message and mission, which she 
has fulfilled undeterred by the violence of hatred, jealousy, 
and envy. Though misrepresented and reviled, our beloved 
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Leader returned not "railing for railing," but oft reminded 
her followers of the Saviour's command that we love our 
enemies. Her spiritual vision never wavered, was never de
flected, and in founding the Monitor, which is destined to 
light up mortal darkness, degradation, and misery, to bring 
hope, consolation, and redemption, her words were, Its object 
"is to injure no man, but to bless all mankind" (The First 
Church of Christ, Scientist, and Miscellany, p. 353). This 
was the key-note of her character, her mission among men, 
the spiritual influence that emanates from all her words 
and works. 

Silent Witnesses 
AMY C. FARISS 

T H E lament of a certain English author as she laid down 
her work upon this plane, was that her most beautiful ideas 
had not been the ones which found their way before the 
public. This woman was famed for her achievements, yet her 
most precious treasures of thought were unappreciated,— 
they failed to lighten the hearts and homes which she fondly 
hoped might grow brighter for her message. 

Recently, after returning from a Wednesday evening tes
timony meeting, although many beautiful healings had been 
attested to, the thought of those other myriad healings of 
which the world has not heard, brought to mind the English 
author's experience. Christian Science has startled the age 
with its achievements, but could mortal mind either grasp 
or appreciate the silent wonders that are daily seen by the 
more spiritualized consciousness? Were these hidden treas
ures brought forth and given to an understanding people, 
who could measure the gain to humanity? 

On page 255 of the Christian Science text-book, "Science 
and Health with Key to the Scriptures," Mrs. Eddy says: 
"Mortal man has made a covenant with his eyes to belittle 
Deity with human conceptions. In league with material 
sense, mortals take limited views of all things." Paul, en
deavoring to lift mortal thought from its narrow and incred
ulous outlook, exclaimed, "Why should it be thought a thing 
incredible with you, that God should raise the dead?" Were 
it not so nearly a tragedy, it would be amusing to watch mor
tal mind evade the giving of credit where credit is due, and its 
persistency in giving credit where no credit is due. Much 
rather does it suit material sense thus to "belittle Deity." 

Where evidence on evidence accumulates to prove the bene
ficial workings of Science, the human mind, by its refusal to 
recognize these blessings as the result of God's law set in 
action, is doing what it can to plunge into still deeper dark
ness those who allow themselves to be so deceived. To live in 
ignorance of Love's helpful presence is gloomy indeed; but 
it is the farthest stretch of materialism to fail to perceive 
when Truth has actually severed one's bonds, and instead of 
this realization look into midnight darkness for the cause, 
thus turning from the light that would safely lead and guide. 
On the Wednesday evening above mentioned, while thoughts 
ran in this strain, many instances were recalled where the 
recipient had utterly failed to lift thought to the heaven-born 
source of blessings, thus missing all the joy of the occurrence 
and depriving others of needful encouragement. 

At a shipping port a sweet-faced girl gave faithful hours 
to her first Christian Science case, and the outcome was a 
victory for Truth, since upon a turbulent sea a young person 
gloried in her freedom from the seasickness she usually ex
perienced. God's laws, realized even by so young a student, 
had not failed; yet when the expected letter of appreciation 
arrived, the student found words to this effect: "Had splendid 
trip. Thank aunty for pill she gave me a few days before 

starting." This interpretation of mortal sense would be 
seized upon as a jest by the forces of evil, if intelligence 
existed outside of the one Mind. 

In another instance a most interesting healing was brought 
about simply by a Scientist's correct thought when a case of 
rheumatism was rehearsed in her hearing. A fine youth lay 
bound hand and foot, so the speaker stated. The Scientist 
knew the young man. The lying evidence that he could be 
so bound was instantly but silently refuted. Life in its 
glorious freedom alone possessed her thought. Possibly no 
one was more surprised than she to find, when within a few 
days she called on her young friend, that his bands had been 
loosened at the hour when a clearer sense of Life had flowed 
into her consciousness. Love had set the captive free; but 
blind eyes saw it not, and hidden away from those whom it 
might bless is this song of praise. Instead, drugs which till 
that hour had proved inefficacious, were believed to be sud
denly endowed with a mighty power. In this case mortal 
eyes did look half fearfully at the Scientist, as if they were 
afraid the honor for the healing might be snatched from the 
inanimate drug and given to God, even though the Scientist 
had not thought it wise to claim this as God's work. 

These individual beneficiaries might be enumerated almost 
without number; they are the unconscious witnesses to Love's 
power. Songs of thanksgiving which would startle the world 
might be added to the voice of gratitude that now swells in 
ever rising chorus in its circle round the earth. But we have 
the promise that "every knee shall bow." So the day draws 
ever nearer when Truth's hidden secrets shall come forth; 
when eyes that now see not, shall open and behold; when all 
these treasures of experience and thought shall add their 
weight to the side of greater enlightenment. Then indeed 
"the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of 
the Lord, as the waters cover the sea." Then will a waiting 
world know more of what Christian Science is now doing for 
humanity; more of its mighty energy for good; more of its 
least thought of help; more of its radiant life, its boundless 
truth, its eternal power and beauty and joy; more of its 
recognition of the brotherhood of man. 

[Written for the Sentinel] 

One Thought of Love 
ALICIA C. HUBBARD 

WHO can tell what flows 
From the heart of a rose 
As into the air its fragrance goes; 
As it sends through the gloom 
Its sweet perfume; 
Whom it cheers and blesses 
With fragrant caresses; 

What it gives 
Where it goes,— 
Who can tell 
But the rose? 

So one thought of love, how much it may do, 
In passing a world of sorrow through, 
To the heart bowed low with grief and pain, 
Bringing peace and joy and health again; 
And the lesson to trust through earth's dark day 
Him that ne'er changes though oft we may stray,— 

One thought of love, 
Like a white-winged dove, 
Who can measure its flight 
But the heart of Love? 
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