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Editorial. 

Charity and Invalids. 
MRS. EDDY endeavors to bestow her charities for such 

purposes only as God indicates. Giving merely in com
pliance with solicitations or petitions from strangers incurs 
a liability to work in wrong directions. As a rule, she has 
suffered most from those whom she has labored much 
to benefit—also, from the undeserving poor to whom she 
has given large sums of money, worse than wasted, she 
has, therefore, finally resolved to spend no more time nor 
money in such uncertain, unfortunate investments. She 
has qualified students for healing the sick, and ceased prac
tice herself in order to help this work in other of its high
est and infinite meanings, as God, not man, directs. 
Hence, letters from invalids demanding her help, under 
such circumstances, do not reach her, they are committed 
to the waste basket by her secretaries. 

"Charity suffereth long and is kind," but wisdom must 
govern charity, else love's labor is lost, and giving is un
kind. As it is, Mrs. Eddy is constantly receiving more 
important demands on her time and attention than one 
woman is sufficient to supply; hence, it were as unwise for 
her to undertake new tasks, as for a rentor, who has not 
an empty apartment in his house, to receive more rentees. 

MARY BAKER EDDY. 
Pleasant View, November 18, 1904. 

The Circulation of our Literature. 
A GREAT deal of time and labor have been expended by 

Christian Scientists in the distribution of our authorized 
literature, and while it is impossible to follow up each piece 
of reading matter and tabulate the good it has done in 
correcting misapprehension and in breaking down prejudice, 
we can safely say that the value of this work cannot be 
overestimated. We have but to turn to the pages of the 
Sentinel and Journal for evidence of the good results of 
this distribution of our literature; we there find many 
testimonies which contain the statement that the attention 
of the person healed was first directed to Christian Science 
through the reading of Science and Health or one of our 
periodicals, which had been loaned or presented by some 
friend. Much of this work is being done in a systematic 
manner by the local Publication Committees, and their 
efforts should have the earnest support of all our people; but 
this does not mean that individual effort along this line, 
and with personal friends should be diminished. 

In the preparation of our periodicals, much thought is 
given to the needs of those who are making their first in
quiry as to what Christian Science is, and what promise it 
holds out to those in search of health, peace, and a satis
fying religion. The articles published in these pages have 
all been written by persons who have proved the truth of 
Christian Science through demonstration, and therefore, 
they are not the promulgation of mere theory or hypothesis. 
They carry a practical message to any one who wishes to 
know somewhat of this truth, and they are the outgrowth of 
individual spiritual experience. The testimonies of healing 
are the fruitage of the religion of Christ Jesus, and are 
written by living witnesses to the healing power of his 
gospel as revealed to the world to-day in Christian Science. 
The number of letters received at this office from persons 
who have been helped by these periodicals, witness to their 

usefulness, and we believe that if they were given still wider 
circulation, much more would be accomplished. 

Another interesting fact disclosed by some of the testi
monies published in our periodicals is that quite a number 
who have been healed through Christian Science owe their 
first knowledge of this truth to a copy of Science and 
Health which they found in some public library. It there
fore seems desirable that considerable attention should be 
given to this feature of the work, and those who are in 
charge of the distribution of literature in the local fields, 
should see to it that a sufficient number of copies of Sci
ence and Health and the other works of our Leader are 
placed in their public library. Reports of librarians show 
that but few books are called for more frequently than Sci
ence and Health, and it is therefore important that every 
library should be supplied with a number of late editions 
which wall meet this demand. M. 

Brotherhood. 
A L L through the ages humanity has sought for some

thing to satisfy its craving for affection, and in the 
face of temptations to gratify self-interest men have found 
happiness in sharing their spoils with others. Indeed there 
are few who can long be content with the solitary possession 
of any good thing, and family feeling has therefore been in 
all time a powerful influence in the state, and at this day 
we hear an ever-widening appeal for an extension of the 
ideal of brotherhood until it shall include all men. The 
sincerity of those who advocate universal brotherhood is 
undenied; the question is whether their apprehension of a 
subject so vast and comprehensive is sufficiently clear to 
be of practical value to humanity at large. 

With all that is being said on this subject we may well 
ask whether even the average civilized family presents con
ditions which would serve as a model for universal brother
hood. Do not the vices of indolence, selfishness, hatred, and 
lust spring up even in childhood or youth, and are they not 
fostered in many cases, by parental incapacity, indifference, 
or sheer wickedness ? We cannot forget that, according to 
the Bible, the history of the first human family was darkened 
by fratricide, and with conditions confessedly imperfect in 
the average family to-day, what hope could we have of good 
results from merely merging the material interests of many 
individualities, and expecting thereby to advance mankind ? 
Nevertheless, let no one think that the realization of the 
larger sense of brotherhood is deemed impossible, for "with 
God, all things are possible." Ah! that is the secret, "with 
God," all good is possible, without Him, no good is. 

The Christ prayer begins with "Our Father," not my 
Father, and Paul in his great spiritual appeal to God, 
names "the whole family in heaven and earth." Surely no 
one is fitted to be a member of this family until he under
stands his own mental and spiritual capabilities as a child 
of God, neither can he hold another in the bonds of true 
brotherhood until he has proved his divine sonship in the 
overcoming of evil, as did our Elder Brother, Christ Jesus. 
Any attempt to express a helpful ideal of brotherhood 
apart from this spiritual basis must result in disappoint
ment. When, however, the sacred joy of the sense of 
Divine relationship comes with our healing, there comes also 
an ardent desire to have all others share it, and at any 
cost. 

From one of the pulpits in this city there came recently 
these words,— 

"Men abhor hypocrisy, and they demand practical results. 
Cain's old query: 'Am I my brother's keeper ?' is weighing 
more and more heavily upon our hearts, and we are dis
posed to give a very different answer to it from that which 
satisfied our fathers. The more we are impressed with the 
solidarity of the human race, the more responsibility we 
feel for the woe and guilt of man. The time has already 
come when it is impossible for the noble-minded to be happy 
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in a world in which they are obliged to lower their eyelids 
in the presence of the misery of their fellow-men." 

This sentiment awakens a responsive chord in the hearts 
of all Christian Scientists, and they rejoice that they walk 
in clearer light than did their fathers. The healing of 
sickness, which attracts so many sufferers to the truth, is 
but the beginning of their awakening from the long dream 
of materiality, and this awakening brings every man face 
to face with himself. As he learns to know and love his 
Father, he learns also the better to know his brother man. 
Like the great Teacher, he finds his work "in bringing 
many sons unto glory,"—the glory of knowing and ex
pressing their true being, for he now understands as never 
before that "With one Father, even God, the whole family 
of man would be brethren; and with one Mind, and that 
God, or good, the brotherhood of man would consist of 
Love and Truth, and have unity of Principle and spiritual 
power, which constitute divine Science" (Science and 
Health, p. 469). K. 

Humanity's Hunger. 
T H E R E ' S a big and blessed promise of humanity's re

demption in the universal desire of honest men to get 
at the truth of things. Selfishness, the self-satisfac
tion of ignorance, and the prejudices of a narrowing edu
cation, always hamper and sometimes seemingly enslave 
the truth-loving instinct and quest, but it will not down, and 
in every age, as in every individual life, it ultimately claims 
its own and enters that protest against dogma and con
ventionalism which lights the torch of progress. 

Every age of possible reform has been characterized by 
that disregard of tradition and of the opinion of others 
which marks the supremacy of the man, his emergence from 
the indifferent level of creedal loyalty. This superiority 
to the faith of the fathers, contains no element of dis
respect for that faith, though often so charged. In all 
sincere men it is rather a conscious and purposeful endeavor 
to measure up to precisely the same standard of loyalty to 
conviction which has led all Christian reformers to break 
with the dominating thought of their times. Said a loyal 
Christian Scientist recently, "I was never so good a 
Wesleyan as I am now, and this for the reason that I was 
never so Wesley-like in my willingness to be misjudged 
and condemned by others, rather than be untrue to my 
highest spiritual concepts." 

The assertion of this spirit of daring for truth's sake is 
very pronounced to-day, and while it can but shock and 
alarm those who identify spiritual truth with some human 
attempt at its statement, it is a sign of better things to all 
those who apprehend the place and necessity for error's 
uncovering in the order of our spiritual advance. 

Under the heading, "What is Religion ?" a writer re
cently expressed himself in terms whose searching frank
ness is fairly represented by the following excerpts. He 
says,— 

"I was religiously brought up, . . . and till long after 
I was of age regarded the Bible as one consistent narra
tive, to be taken literally, with the exception of the para
bles in the New Testament. After I grew older and got 
out in the world and began to reason for myself I began to 
doubt, and now I am simply in a state of bewilderment. 
The first thing that shook my faith was that my prayers 
were not answered. I had always been taught at home 
and at church to believe in answer to prayer, and when 
I prayed for that which I knew then and know now 
to be good for me and got it not, no amount of Christian 
sophistry could convince me that I had not been cruelly de
ceived. . . . 

"So also about the Bible: I came to feel that I had been 
deceived, for I had been taught Hebrew legends and alle
gories as true. . . . I have the highest respect for the Bible, 
and would like to read it if I could understand it. . . . I 

wish that some wise man would talk to me as he might 
to one who had spent his whole life in a lighthouse and had 
never had any religious instruction whatever. I want to 
hear about the fundamental, elementary principles of re
ligion. . . . What is the Christian religion, reduced to its 
simplest expression? . . . Is there any proof of God or 
immortality other than the longing in our own souls? . . . 
I want to be treated with sincerity. I want to hear the 
simple truth, not 'as a little child,' but as to a grown man, 
who must reason as well as feel,—a man who has sinned 
and suffered and now fain would find a safe anchorage for 
his soul in this sea of doubt and trouble." 

This brother has dared to lay vigorous hands upon the 
thorny hedges of belief, and he is likely to suffer some
what before he has wholly passed their venerated pale; 
but his face is set toward Jerusalem, and while all who 
have escaped his present thrall would gladly aid him in 
his struggle toward the light, the true Christian Scientist 
alone is adequately fitted to render this service, and for the 
reason that he alone can speak unequivocally of that for 
which the well-meaning, and hungry hearted in all the world 
are seeking; viz., demonstrable truth. Such inquirers 
may be dismissed (as they often are) with the counsel that 
they be patient and trust all to the hands of a God whose 
"ways are past finding out," but their want is not thus 
satisfied, and their condemnation of both creeds and pro
fessed Christians is likely to be phrased in the words of the 
Master, "I was an hungered and ye gave me no meat." 

Everywhere is heard this pitiful plaint of those who have 
a right to expect bread from the representatives of him who 
fed the multitude. The expressions of human sympathy 
and hope will do no more to satisfy this longing of a 
troubled heart than would the platitudes of perfunctory 
prayer. Men long for certitude, they ask not for theories 
about bread-making, but for bread, and the Christian Scien
tist who is demonstrating the present and practical availa
bility of the Christ-truth to heal sickness and sin has a 
privilege and opportunity to-day which exalts him above 
princes. If tempted ever to be content with a voluble ac
quaintance with the letter of Christian Science, let him lis
ten to the cry which wells up from the heart of the world, and 
he will be driven to his knees by a sense of condemnation 
whose intensity is known only to those who have sinned 
against great light. Every true Christian Scientist must 
find an impelling inspiration in the fact that upon him is 
laid this exalted demand, that like the Master, he be able to 
point to his own works of healing and spiritual regeneration 
in confirmation of the truths for which he stands. Meeting 
this requirement, he becomes indeed a minister of Christ, a 
comfort and blessing to the suffering and the heartsick 
everywhere. W. 

Letters to our Leader. 
New York, October 16, 1904. 

Rev. Mary Baker G. Eddy, Concord, N. H. 
Beloved Leader:—With glad hearts we note every pulsa

tion of love and gratitude that flows through the great 
arteries of human thought touched by the spirit of your 
life purpose "to impress humanity with the genuine rec
ognition of practical, operative Christian Science" (Mis
cellaneous Writings, p. 207) . 

We wish to refer in particular to the recent delivery 
to you by the International League of Press Clubs, of the 
splendid and specially prepared first volumes of "Bohemia." 

The peculiar and beautiful significance of this incident, 
from the spirit of its presentation to the uniqueness of the 
"Bohemia" itself, is more than gratifying to us ; and we 
feel sure we are voicing the sentiments of our church and 
of Christian Scientists everywhere, when we sincerely 
and reverently thank God for this sign—one among many 
—that the world is awake to the beneficence of Christian
ity as taught by Jesus and revealed to this age through 
"Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures." 
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