
Christian Science Sentinel [VOL. XXIII, No 39 

but we are called upon to conquer every sense of ungodliness, 
and in this struggle one with God is always a majority. 

The problem confronting Christian Scientists to-day is 
not one of standing for this or that body of persons, or of 
espousing one personal claim as against another, but of being 
loyal to the teachings of Christian Science. Any cause that 
is confessedly dependent upon human personality, and that 
can in consequence be held within its grasp, is confessedly 
independent of Principle, and for that reason would be un
worthy of being maintained. If we feel assured of being on 
God's side, we shall trust in Him for its defense, for when 
has God forsaken His own? On the other hand, the employ
ment of questionable means to support or to justify one's 
position, means that will not stand the test of Truth, is an 
unfailing sign that one is not sure of being on God's side. 

After all, the only proof of being right is doing right, for 
every right-thinking person knows that no exigency can 
arise in a righteous cause that cannot be cared for in a 
righteous way. It is certain that God has never sanctioned 
the violation of human rights for the purpose of establish
ing or maintaining His kingdom upon the earth. Divine Love 
does not inspire men to be unjust, to resort to acts of in
tolerance, or to deny to others the freedom of demonstra
tion which they ask for themselves. If we are in the ma
jority that stands with God, our motives and acts will bear 
the divine impress, and we shall be content to leave the 
issues with Him. Our Leader reminds us, on page 2 of 
Science and Health, that "God is 'the same yesterday, and 
to-day, and forever;' and He who is immutably right will 
do right without being reminded of His province." Shall 
Christian Scientists, with the instruction of their textbook, 
ever think of God as less than infinite, or of the true man 
and woman as other than His likeness? 

Both human progress and divine justice demand that, 
in matters of conscience, men shall be free. Minorities are 
too often in the right to justify their persecution or coercion. 
When men are honestly striving to be true to their highest 
sense of good, and to express the best that they are, it is 
sacrilege for human authority to attempt the administration 
of their moral sense. The events which called forth Lowell's 
stirring Stanzas on Freedom, from which the following fa
miliar lines are taken, will be repeated in varying forms until 
human sense gives up struggling against the divine, and the 
majority with God becomes the majority with men:— 

"They are slaves who will not choose 
Hatred, scoffing, and abuse, 
Rather than, in silence, shrink 
From the truth they needs must think. 

They are slaves, who dare not be 
In the right with two or three." 

The Search for Health 
ALMA LUTZ 

"I AM come," said Jesus, "that they might have life, and 
1 that they might have it more abundantly." Truly, abun

dant life is what we need to-day, and not life hedged about 
by unjust, terrifying physical laws, nor dependent upon 
physical organs, not life threatened, blighted, and overcome 
by a multitude of ever increasing diseases. The great need 
of mankind is Truth. In innumerable ways everywhere 
men are searching for health and life which can only be 
found through a knowledge of Truth. We find compulsory 
health laws, medical inspection of school children and fac
tory employees, health crusades among the children to teach 

them what hygienic rules to follow in order to be well. 
Newspapers have their daily health columns. Colleges have 
introduced compulsory health courses. In spite of all this, 
recent inspectors have pronounced fifty per cent of the 
school children abnormal. Army tests showed appalling 
physical defects among the soldiers. With this as an excuse 
an ever increasing health program is being urged upon the 
public, and men's thoughts are being turned continually 
toward disease and fear instead of health and dominion. 

Have not men been looking in the wrong direction for 
health and life? In looking to the body for health and life 
they have found only pain, disease, imperfection, and death. 
Indeed it would be well if men would turn from the study 
of the human body, of diseases, of material remedies and 
precautions to the greatest healer of all time, Christ Jesus, 
and learn of him. Jesus paid no attention to the mechanism 
of the human body; he never diagnosed disease, never laid 
down health laws, never in the slightest degree gave heed 
to material laws. In fact, he set aside material laws in a 
most startling manner. Christian Science brings men back 
to Jesus' method of healing. It teaches them to believe his 
promises and to do the works that he did, to find in the 
Bible not only spiritual regeneration, but physical as well. 

"With Christ, Life was not merely a sense of existence, 
but a sense of might and ability to subdue material condi
tions," wrote Mrs. Eddy, the Discoverer and Founder of 
Christian Science, on page 42 of "Unity of Good." How 
was it that Jesus was able to obtain this power over material 
conditions? It was not because he was familiar with the 
symptoms of palsy, leprosy, insanity, and so on, that he was 
able to heal these diseases. It was not because he knew in 
minute detail the structure of the eye, the ear, or throat, 
that he was able to heal the blind, the deaf, and the dumb. 
It was because he knew God, His power and perfection, and 
understood that man is His image and likeness. 

Mrs. Eddy explains Jesus' method of healing very 
clearly, in these words, beginning on page 476 of "Science 
and Health with Key to the Scriptures": "Jesus beheld in 
Science the perfect man, who appeared to him where sin
ning mortal man appears to mortals. In this perfect man 
the Saviour saw God's own likeness, and this correct view 
of man healed the sick." You may ask where in Jesus' 
teachings can one find a single reference to man in the image 
and likeness of God. Could Jesus have stated it more con
cretely than this: "Verily, verily, I say unto you, The Son 
can do nothing of himself, but what he seeth the Father 
do: for what things soever he doeth, these also doeth the 
Son likewise. For the Father loveth the Son, and sheweth 
him all things that himself doeth"? 

There is nothing in Jesus' entire record that gives us 
any excuse for thinking that these mighty works were pos
sible only to him. In fact he persistently pointed out that 
these works would follow them that believed. The requisite 
was to believe—to understand; and this demanded Spiritu
alization of thought. This is a thing that cannot be bought, 
as is brought out in Peter's rebuke to Simon, the sorcerer, 
as related in the eighth chapter of Acts. Neither is it some
thing that comes as a special gift to a chosen few without 
any effort on their part. On the other hand, Spiritualization 
of thought was and is attainable only through consecration, 
through turning to God and refusing to give power to mat
ter or sense testimony. 

Jesus' teachings fall on many dull and doubting ears 
to-day as they did in the first century. To many they are 
nothing more than words or records of remarkable, unex-
plainable things that happened long ago. To some they 
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bring a vague comfort, while to others they bring life, 
health, and hope, for they know that these teachings can 
be practically applied to-day. They know this because 
they have proved it through the understanding of the Bible 
gained through Christian Science. To Christian Scientists 
this statement of Jesus' means more for their health, hap
piness, and life, than all the physiology, medical research, 
and medical knowledge in the world: "And this is life 
eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and 
Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent." 

The first requisite for life and health, then, is to know 
God. We naturally turn to the Bible to learn about God, 
because the Bible is for the most part a record of men who 
were earnestly seeking to know God, and whose experi
ences proved their knowledge of God. The Bible tells us 
that He is Love, Spirit, Life, too pure to behold evil, and 
describes Him as all-wise, all-powerful, perfect, just, stead
fast, and eternal, the lawgiver, the creator, the Father of 
all. Consequently, the image and likeness of God, as the 
Bible defines man, must reflect all these qualities, and hence 
be harmonious, perfect, loving, honest, strong, intelligent, 
and eternal. There is no disease in reality nor imperfection 
of any kind. Thus seeking to know God, we begin to find the 
real man and realize as the psalmist did that "it is he that 
hath made us, and not we ourselves." Jesus explains further 
that to gain life eternal we must also know Jesus Christ 
whom God sent. To do this we must understand Jesus' 
mission; we must realize that the work which he did was 
to show us how to do ours, and that it is our privilege 
throughout all time to overcome sin, sickness, and death by 
following his teachings. 

The question may be asked, How can just knowing the 
truth about God and man heal organic disease? The hu
man mind desires a more complicated, more spectacular, 
and even more painful or terrifying process. Undoubtedly 
this was very much the way Naaman felt when he came to 
Elisha to be healed of his leprosy. Naaman had his own 
belief about how he was to be healed. It was to be a spec
tacular method, befitting his station and the seriousness of 
his malady. To go and wash in Jordan seven times, in the 
muddy, insignificant, little stream Jordan in order to be 
healed of leprosy seemed absurd and ridiculous, and he was 
duly enraged. Naaman's servants, however, detected the 
flaw in his thinking and pointed out to him that he would 
gladly have obeyed had the prophet demanded some great 
thing, and then showed him how much easier and more 
natural it would be to do the simple thing that Elisha asked. 
So it was that when Naaman's mental state had changed, 
when he was willing to lay aside his pride and his opinions 
as to how he was to be healed, and was obedient, and hum
bled himself as a little child, then the leprosy left him. It 
was not the water of the Jordan that healed him. That 
water never before or never again has healed leprosy. It 
was Elisha's understanding of God and Naaman's willing
ness to turn unreservedly for help, that opened the way for 
the operation of God's law of healing. Even Naaman gave 
all credit to the God in Israel. 

Knowing the truth about God and man does heal or
ganic disease and every kind of disease or inharmony. 
The cause of all disease is mental, and therefore the cure 
of disease must come through Mind, through the action of 
the divine Mind destroying the human fear of disease, and 
hence acting beneficially upon the health. This is not mere 
theory. It has been proved countless times in cases pro
nounced incurable by the medical profession, and reveals 
the wonderful possibilities of growth Christward. 

"The beginning of wisdom" 
M. AGNES CALKIN 

HOW many of us in the early study of Christian Science 
have been puzzled by the apparently disquieting state

ment in the ninth chapter of Proverbs, "The fear of the Lord 
is the beginning of wisdom"? Are we really to fear the Lord 
—the Lord whom we are just beginning to love and trust and 
to understand as that perfect Love which casteth out fear? 
Our dawning understanding seems to rebel against it. Taken 
literally, such a statement is inconsistent and contradictory, 
and so we must search for its inner meaning. 

Solomon was probably the first to utter these words. The 
quotation also occurs in the one hundred and eleventh psalm, 
but this psalm is generally attributed to a much later period 
than David, and so the author was probably simply quoting 
Solomon's own words. However that may be, we are justi
fied in taking for granted that he who "was wiser than all 
men" should be able to guide our footsteps into the path of 
wisdom; and the first step, he says, is to fear the Lord. The 
divine wisdom with which he was so richly endowed, how
ever, had guided him to explain his meaning before making 
this statement, for in the previous chapter we have his ex
planation in the clearest possible terms. Wisdom herself is 
supposed to be speaking, calling upon all to hear the truth, 
and comparing the joys of real knowledge with worldly wis
dom. In the thirteenth verse she proclaims, "The fear of the 
Lord is to hate evil." Thus we may now read, To hate evil 
is the beginning of wisdom! What a simple explanation, and 
what a mist is thereby cleared away! 

The hating of evil, therefore, is the first footstep on the 
upward path, and we cannot take the second before the first 
is accomplished. Mrs. Eddy says in "Science and Health 
with Key to the Scriptures" (p. 253), "The divine demand, 
'Be ye therefore perfect,' is scientific, and the human foot
steps leading to perfection are indispensable." It will be 
found that the justifiable substitution of the few words above 
referred to, throws light on many passages difficult to the 
beginner, and the time occupied in studying and transposing 
similar passages with the aid of a concordance will be found 
full of interest and enlightenment. This little contribution 
—the first offered by the writer for publication in a Chris
tian Science periodical—goes forth with an intense longing 
that it may prove helpful to some one, as a little token of 
loving gratitude for the many, many benefits she has re
ceived through Christian Science, and in fulfillment of her 
earnest desire to be able to give as well as to receive. 

"Be ye therefore perfect" 
HENRY M. NEWMARK 

TO the neophyte in Christian Science, it is naturally diffi
cult to accept the verity of its insistent declaration that 

all that is real is perfect and eternal. But this is not surprising 
when one recognizes that the entire trend of his training and 
education, having been attained through the acceptance of 
sense testimony, supports his belief in the reality of an im
perfect and wholly transitory existence. From the time of 
his earliest recollections, life has seemed to be made up of a 
succession of countless experiences emphasizing humanity's 
imperfections. Scarcely anything that he observes from day 
to day seems to offer the slightest justification in concluding 
that the attainment of perfection can rightly be regarded as 
a present possibility. But, on the contrary, the imperfec
tions and frailties of the human race beset him on every hand. 
Whither, in these circumstances, is he to look for a perfect 

[ 737 ] 

Christian Science Sentinel, Vol. 23, No. 39, May 28, 1921

Public domain Collection contents made available by The Ark: www.arkpublications.com 


