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The hands of the thoughtless, of the blundering, and some

times of the more unworthy, may drop the seed into soil that 
yields an hundredfold, and for this we may be glad, even at a 
time when the discovery of some signal stupidity, some inex
cusable lapse from a long loved ideal, may tempt us to be 
utterly discouraged. If the man of one talent but remembers 
that the least divine idea may prove "mighty through God 
to the pulling down of strong holds," he will be prompted not 
only to profit by any opportunity to send it forth, but to 
prove more worthy of the privilege of so doing. It is ours 
to strive earnestly, thoughtfully, and continuously to live the 
Christ-life, to be and to do all that we commend to others, 
and it is also ours to disallow any sense of present inadequacy 
or unworthiness to engender distrust of the power and 
efficiency of divine Truth. 

That one is able to heal another, when he has not yet 
gained his own perfect freedom, may be explained by the fact 
that his realization of the falsity of that other's claim is more 
clear than his realization of the nothingness of his own. The 
man of progressive poise will not allow his seemingly slow 
advance, or his failure to overcome, in a given struggle, to dis
turb his confidence in the power of God, despite the weakness 
of His would-be children, to work mightily through them,— 
a fact which has been abundantly shown in all the Christian 
centuries. When tempted to self-depreciation, let us rejoice 
that the "leaven of Truth is ever at work" and is able to 
"destroy the entire mass of error" (Science and Health, 
p. 1 1 8 ) . The realization of the eternal presence and power 
of divine Love is the one immovable foundation for both 
faith and works. 

J O H N B. W I L L I S . 

Health Contagious 
T H E belief that evil is contagious is firmly rooted in the 

thought of most people, whether it relates to moral or 
physical conditions. There are of course many theories as 
to so-called contagious diseases, but all are based upon the 
supposition that disease is an entity, expressing itself through 
well-defined laws both in acute and chronic ailments. I t is 
therefore held to be positive, not merely negative. 

I t is hardly necessary to explain that Christian Science 
rejects this supposition, on the ground that disease is no part 
of man's being, even when humanly considered. At most it 
can only be regarded as a negation, and it is thus dealt with 
in Christian Science. The strange thing is that disease has 
been assigned more power by general belief than has health, 
for whoever heard of bringing a well person into proximity 
with a sick one for the benefit of the latter? On the contrary, 
it is almost universally believed that disease is communicable 
and that health is never so, from which point of view disease 
would be positive and health negative. 

Long ago Christ Jesus said, "He that followeth me shall 
not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life." 
Christian Scientists strive to follow the Christ-teaching so 
closely that the darkness of sin and disease can never encom
pass them. Through the teachings of their inspired Leader, 
Mrs. Eddy, they are daily proving for themselves that evil 
has no principle, that like darkness it does not radiate from 
a given center, and that it has neither intelligence nor power 
to communicate itself to any one. Even a child knows that 
darkness cannot be carried into a lighted room, but that 
light can instantaneously dispel darkness, and when the light 
appears it is not necessary to dispose of the darkness in any 
way. This may be said to explain in a simple yet conclusive 
way the healing work of Christ Jesus, as when he touched the 
lepers and healed them, proving that in the presence of spir

itual law the widely held belief in contagion was inoperative, 
and spiritual law, like its divine source, is "from everlasting 
to everlasting." 

He who believes that his health depends upon material 
conditions would have nothing worth communicating. H e 
might seem a picture of health, yet be a veritable slave to the 
fear that disease might attack him at any time, either through 
the asserted law of contagion, of heredity, or through some 
other channel of mortal belief. Such an one could not say, as 
did Peter to the lame man at the "Beautiful" gate, "Such as 
I have give I thee: . . . rise up and walk." The apostles 
were rich in having an understanding of the Life which is 
eternally "the light of men," and when their understand
ing of this light was turned upon the afflicted, they were 
healed. In Christian Science we learn that health, like light, 
"is a symbol of Mind, of Life, Truth, and Love, and not a 
vitalizing property of matter" (Science and Health, p. 5 1 0 ) . 
Without the understanding of this fact one can neither pro
tect himself from disease nor heal others; yet Jesus said of 
his true followers, "Ye are the light of the world." 

The health which is subject to disease would be of no 
value to another, even if it could be transmitted, but that 
which springs from the understanding of Truth and Love 
communicates itself spontaneously, and none can tell how far 
it may reach. Mortal mind holds this to be true of what it 
terms contagious diseases, which are propagated by mortal 
belief; but the "saving health" of which the psalmist wrote, 
grows out of the true understanding of God and man, and 
it spreads as when one candle is lighted by another. If we 
would make health contagious, we must radiate the light of 
Truth and Love, with its insistent demand for purity and its 
rich fruitage of fearlessness and faith. These words of an 
old hymn tell us what would happen if all were to let this 
light shine:— 

How all the dark places would brighten, 
How the mists would roll up and away! 
How the earth would laugh out in her gladness, 
To hail the millennial day! 

A N N I E M. K N O T T . 

Among the Churches 
Current Notes 

OAKLAND, CAL.—There is to be another church in the 
vicinity of Twenty-fourth street and Broadway, a neighbor
hood which now has several of the largest church buildings in 
the city. Plans are being prepared for an edifice for Seventh 
Church of Christ, Scientist, of Oakland. I t is to be a frame 
structure with a front of pressed brick, and will cost, with 
the lot, approximately twenty thousand dollars. 

Oakland Tribune. 

MINNEAPOLIS, MINN.—Owing to the overcrowded condi
tion of Second Church of Christ, Scientist, a number of its 
members have withdrawn and formed a new organization 
known as Fourth Church of Christ, Scientist. The organiza
tion follows the usual policy of Christian Science churches, 
providing for the formation of new churches from the over
flow of others.—Minneapolis News. 

N E W YORK, N. Y.—Fifth Church of Christ, Scientist, 
Madison avenue and Thirty-eighth street, has leased the con
cert hall of the Æolian Building, where regular services will 
be held, beginning June 6. It has been evident for some time 
that the present edifice of Fifth Church is too small for the 
steadily increasing attendance.—New York Evening Sun. 
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