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positively, without the shadow of doubt, therefore Truth,— 
and nothing is truth that is less than absolute being. 

"Pilate's question shows him to have been a thinker; 
the known world was then in a ferment, compared to which 
the mental turmoil of the present period is mild; the nations 
of the East were shaken to their very foundation, and whole 
populations, driven from their ancient homes, poured like 
floods into the western world. Barbarian hordes assailed 
the mountain passes that guarded the Roman world and 
its conquests, bringing with them strange beliefs of immor
tality, of transmigration and reincarnation. The mythol
ogy of Rome, elastic and convenient, gradually adopted 
those beliefs that were most precious to the nations which 
Rome wished to absorb; every legion of the Roman armies 
contained men representing every phase of thought and 
belief, from every land then known, and this mixture of 
faith and fable, poured into the cup of Hebrew monotheism, 
produced a mental commotion that has not yet subsided. But 
we do know this, that is Truth which is, and nothing that is 
not, is truth or true. Even a child when asked 'Why is not 
this true?' will tell you, 'Because it isn't so!' " 

"Then you make truth God?" 

"No, we do not make truth God—God is Truth, because 
God is being. God is Love, and God is Life, as well as 
Truth." 

"And what is truthfulness?" 
"Truthfulness is the quality of being full of the conscious

ness of truth,—of the reality of God, so that there is no room 
for any false sense of that which truly is." 

"Is not this ideal of truth unattainable?" 
"Not if we live in the constant desire to be truthful. We 

are told in Science and Health, 'The habitual struggle to 
be always good, is unceasing prayer' (p. 4 ) . We may also 
understand that the habitual struggle to be true is unceasing 
prayer; and we know that what we ask for is given us, that 
every need, recognized and confessed, brings the promised 
blessing in answer to the heart's constant prayer. We need 
not fear to entertain a lofty ideal, to 'hitch our wagon to 
a star;' for the higher we rise in aspiration, in desire, the 
nearer we come to the fount of all blessings, and we know-
that fount is ever flowing, and we are to take all we need 
of its supply, without money and without price. The 
dangers of disobedience to Truth are too feebly recognized. 
A case in point is that of a woman who desired to shine in 
society, to amuse and to interest her friends; to do this 
she would not stop at the limit of truth, but strained it to 
the utmost, till she was satisfied that she had 'made a good 
story of it; ' the result was that not a friend remained 
faithful to her, for none knew when he or she would become 
the subject of an amazing story—and her mentality has 
become so distorted, so darkened, through this pernicious 
practice, that her family are sadly watching the degradation 
and decay of a once fine intellect, brought to this condition 
by indifference to truth. The only hope now is that the 
light of Truth may, through Christian Science, be allowed 
to shine into her darkness and bring her out of the pit which 
she herself has digged." 

One of the most encouraging features of a Christian Sci
entist's work is the remodelling of the sense of life through 
a quickened and ennobled sense of Truth and of truthfulness. 
One healed of deadly physical troubles said some time after 
her healing, "My new health seems to have given me new 
perceptions of what is good, and real, and true; speeches 
and acts that I formerly thought only silly or foolish, now 
show themselves positively wicked and sinful, and I have 
no pleasure in practices that I formerly thought amusing, 
but now see to be untruthful. Truth is so much more to me 
now that I know God as Truth" 

Pilate's question, "What is t ruth?" should be ours to-day 
and continually; the kingly priest tells us "that God hath 
made man upright [true] ; but they have sought out many 
inventions." These inventions of mortal mind have not 

been to the advantage of mankind, for they have multiplied 
sin, sickness, and death; they are "many," and the glitter 
of their falsity is apt to charm the senses; only the knowl
edge of the beauty and blessedness of truth can lead man 
safely away from the many-hued coils of the tempter, and 
bring him into the clear light of the kingdom of heaven, the 
reign of Truth. 

The Ninety-first Psalm. 
SEPTIMUS J. HANNA. 

T H E R E is perhaps no part of the Bible more familiar to 
the Christian Scientist than the ninety-first Psalm. It may 
be said to be the Scientist's favorite Psalm, and indeed his 
favorite Scripture selection. He has read and re-read it 
most likely more than any other portion of the Bible. He 
draws from it much help, much consolation, much spiritual 
food. He reads in it the story of life, of health, of peace. 
Each reading is a refreshment, a solace, and a benediction. 
It is not a merely perfunctory reading, not a laborious task, 
but a recreation,—a re-creation in the true sense of that 
term. It creates within the earnest reader a new sense of 
God, of Life, of man, and of all that pertains to existence, 
—past, present, and future. But in reading it do we always 
grasp and hold to its very first declaration? Do we note 
that there is, at the very outset, a condition,—a peremptory 
and unyielding condition ? Unless we do so, we read it in 
vain. 

What is the condition? "He that dwelleth" To dwell 
is the primary requirement. This dwelling is the imperative 
condition precedent to the results to be obtained. If he so 
dwell the consequences follow as naturally, nay, as neces
sarily, as the growing of grass follows the warmth and 
nurture of rain and sunshine. "He that dwelleth in the 
secret place of the most High shall abide under the shadow 
of the Almighty." The dwelling is equally imperative with 
the abiding. Not more so, not less so. Both are indis
pensable in establishing such a relation with the most High 
that the blessings and benefits will certainly result. What 
are the blessings and benefits ? Explicitly and beautifully are 
they set forth. Deliverance from the snare of the fowler, 
and from the noisome pestilence,—that is the first. And 
what is it to be delivered from the snare of the fowler and 
from the noisome pestilence? The fowler is sin, and all 
noisome pestilences are the result of sin, either in ourselves 
or the sins, so to speak, of the world. If one were delivered 
from the snare of sin,—the fowler,—he would indeed be in 
the secret place of the most High. He would be saved. He 
would be redeemed. He would be resurrected. He would 
have passed through every condition and requirement neces
sary to his full freedom as a child of God. Then what a 
mighty, what an infinite result has been accomplished 
through obedience to this precedent condition of our beloved 
Psalm. 

This deliverance from the fowler's snare, of course, carries 
with it all the other blessings and benefits enumerated. 
When one dwells in the secret place he is, by virtue of such 
dwelling, covered with the "feathers" of divine protection; 
he is under (protected by) the wings of infinite Love and 
therein he trusts; and thus divine Truth becomes his shield 
and buckler. One thus protected and trustful, of course, 
will not be afraid "for the terror by night; nor for the 
arrow that flieth by day; nor for the pestilence that walketh 
in darkness; nor for the destruction that wasteth at noon
day." A thousand may fall at the side of such an one 
and ten thousand at his right hand, but it shall not, because 
it cannot, come nigh unto him. 

At this point in the Psalm the primary condition is re
asserted : "Because thou hast made the Lord . . . thy habi
tation; there shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any 
plague come nigh thy dwelling." Why? Again, because 
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thou hast brought thyself into such relationship with Truth, 
—the most High,—that Truth,—God,—shall "give his 
angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways. They 
shall bear thee up in their hands, lest thou dash thy fool 
against a stone. Thou shalt tread upon the lion and 
adder." Again is the condition repeated: "Because he hath 
set his love upon me, therefore will I deliver him: I will 
set him on high, because he hath known my name. He 
shall call upon me, and I will answer him: I will be with 
him in trouble; I will deliver him, and honor him. With 
long life will I satisfy him, and shew him my salvation." 

Here, then, is enumerated every blessing and benefit that 
could possibly come to one throughout eternity. 

Can we hope for or expect these infinite blessings and 
benefits without seeking them ? 

It is a rule of human logic that every affirmative proposi
tion has its converse. We may then, according to this rule, 
fairly ask whether the following would not be a correct in
terpretation of our Psalm? 

"He that dwelleth [not] in the secret place of the most 
High shall [not] abide under the shadow of the Almighty." 
And he that dwelleth not there shall not be entitled to the 
blessings and benefits which come to those who do so dwell. 
He has not earned them. By the very necessity of cause 
and effect, he cannot receive that which he has not earned. 
To confer upon one unearned and undeserved blessings and 
benefits would be contrary to the very nature of justice and 
love. 

We may not enter the secret place at one bound; but we 
may instantly determine to begin an earnest striving to enter, 
and this very determination opens the way. Our business, 
then, is to follow the way thus opened, and to continue to fol
low. In proportion as we do this, the blessings and benefits 
come to us, and we can, measurably to our earnest striving, 
receive as we progress. To flatter ourselves that by a mere 
mental or intellectual declaration we have reached the secret 
place without even overcoming one single enslaving sin, 
were vain and foolish. One who thus believes is self-
deceived, and must undeceive himself before he can know 
how to commence the entrance. Step by step, through 
daily overcoming, can he enter and proceed on his way. 
The goal can finally be reached, for God is neither a mocker 
nor a deceiver. His word is true and His promises will 
be fulfilled. 

A comprehensive summing up of the way and means 
whereby to enter the secret place is found on page 448 of 
our text-book, Science and Health, " I t is Christian Science 
to do right, and nothing short of right-doing has any claim 
to the name. To talk the right and live wrongly is foolish 
deceit, doing one's self the most harm. Fettered by sin 
yourself, it is difficult to free another from the fetters of 
disease. With your own wrists manacled, it is hard to 
break another's chains. A little leaven causes the whole 
mass to ferment. A grain of Christian Science does won
ders for mortals, so omnipotent is Truth ; but more of 
Christian Science must be gained, in order to continue in 
well-doing." 

A Fair Minded Editor. 
T H E following editorial comment by the Quincy (Ill.) 

Herald upon Dr. Buckley's recent attack upon Christian 
Science, is indicative of the spirit of fairness which gen
erally characterizes the secular press of the country. 

"Dr. Buckley disgraces his intelligence by such a cheap 
method of assailing a religious organization that is at least 
commanding the attention if not the wonder of the world, 
and that is conceded by all reasonable people to be an 
honest belief, regardless of its real merits. 

"Mrs. Eddy does not treat cases of any character. Even 
if she did, a challenge to exert her spiritual powers to gratify 

the sneers of an antagonistic spirit, would be belittling 
her high calling. It is very easy for those who have only 
the most superficial and erroneous impression of what 
Christian Science really is, to declare that it is all nonsense. 
Christian Science healers do not claim that they will posi
tively heal every case. They say that the Bible shows the 
way and with a proper understanding and spiritual applica
tion and demonstration, disease may be healed. Because a 
doctor has lost fifteen cases does it follow that he can cure 
no one, and that all his knowledge of materia medica is 
valueless? Christian Science might consider it so, but 
certainly Dr. Buckley, the avowed enemy of Science, would 
not assert the uselessness of the physician. 

"I t is too late in the day for any one who does not care to 
stultify himself to deny that Christian Science has become a 
mighty power for good, and has certainly helped suffering 
humanity to a decided and gratifying degree. This is too 
liberal an age of the world for such intolerance as Dr. 
Buckley displays. Broad-minded men see good in every 
religion and commend it for the good it does instead of 
declaring it a failure, because it has not reached the acme 
of perfection." 

Obedience. 
LOUIS A. STREMPLE. 

T H E test of faith is obedience. God's son is always con
sistently sensible, always poised, always sane, always good 
and pure. 

The first lesson for God's child is obedience. God cannot 
made a mistake when He calls one of His children into 
His work, and obedience is required,—absolute obedience. 
God's child never questions, but obeys with alacrity. The 
future call is prepared by obedience to the present. God 
decides our calling and our destiny. Questioning is always 
error, and is to be recognized as such. 

All that God's child is belongs to God, and he must watch 
that he retain not a part for himself. God's will must be 
done, and he is a rebel if disobedient to the divine command. 

To discern when suggestion comes and resist, is the duty 
of each one of God's children. Suggestion is our enemy, 
but it is nothing, and we must know it. Suggestion makes 
the thought of obedience unpleasant, but the testimony of 
spiritual sense denies the enemy, and puts the illusion to 
rout. Defeat comes only to illusion, never to God's chil
dren. Too many times we hear suggestion and too few 
God's voice. 

Every son of God is independent, free, and must never 
believe the lie of bondage to sense. Nobody but a dreamer 
believes the lie of disobedience; nobody but a dreamer be
lieves disobedience possible. My friends are they that obey 
God, and none other can be my friends. God's voice has 
been repeating, "Obey, obey," through all eternity. 

The times are waiting for men who shall serve and not 
merely inquire, strive and not merely investigate, give to 
their age and their kind, not so much learning in bulk as 
wisdom in action; great doing is the only true fruitage of 
great thinking; the consecration to the uplifting of one's 
fellow-men of one's best rather than the conserving, by 
mere culture, of one's self. 
BISHOP H E N R Y C. POTTER in "The Relationship of the 

Citizen to the Industrial Situation." 

NOTICE.—Applications for membership in the Mother 
Church must be in the hands of the Clerk on or before May 
20, 1904. 

An application sent to the Clerk of the Church does not 
constitute the applicant a member until he is elected to 
membership by the Christian Science Board of Directors, at 
which time notice of election will be sent. 
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