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Editorial 
Believing th e Bible Message s 

ONE who was a churchgoing Christian, on meeting a 
Christian Scientist, began to discuss the prevalent epidemic 
concerning which there was much fear, and said, I suppose 
you Christian Scientists will stand steadfast in these troublous 
times. The Christian Scientist did not make an immediate 
reply, so the question was put, You are a Christian Scientist, 
are you not? What do you do? The Christian Scientist 
said, The Bible tells us not to be afraid of sudden fear. But 
how do you do that? asked the questioner. What is the differ
ence between your way and our way? Well, said the Chris
tian Scientist, it seems to be this, that you read the Bible 
and do not believe it, while we do believe it. Taken aback 
for a moment, the Christian woman, as if moralizing, finally 
said, How true that is! Mrs. Eddy has described exactly 
the standpoint and activity of the Christian Scientist when 
she says (Miscellany, p. 116), "At a time of contagious dis
ease, Christian Scientists endeavor to rise in consciousness 
to the true sense of the omnipotence of Life, Truth, and 
Love, and this great fact in Christian Science realized will 
stop a contagion." 

Writing a commentary upon the ninety-first psalm, an 
honored principal of a theological college discussed the verse 
which says, "There shall no evil befall thee, neither shall 
any plague come nigh thy dwelling," somewhat as follows. 
He argued that a disease or a plague was no respecter of per
sons, that the Christian had no assurance of protection from 
either, that infection and pestilence were unavoidable; 
hence that the statement cannot be taken as having literal 
or practical application. Nevertheless, as it must be true 
in a way, the only way to understand its truth was to regard 
it as having application to the Messianic messenger. 

Curiously enough, as if assuming the psalm to be Mes
sianic, it was a verse from this particular psalm which was 
presented to Christ Jesus in the form of a temptation when 
he was urged to cast himself down from the temple pinnacle. 
Jesus refused to consider making this spectacular exhibition 
wherewith to impress the multitudes in the temple courts, 
and made answer to the temptation, "It is said, Thou shalt 
not tempt the Lord thy God." Now, the chapter heading of 
the psalm is against the commentary of the theologian, for 
the brief statement of its contents is: "The state of the 
godly, their safety, their habitation, their servants, their 
friend; with the effects of them all." Furthermore, the em
phasis is laid on making God refuge and fortress and habi
tation, and it clearly follows, "Because thou hast made the 
Lord, which is my refuge, even the most High, thy habita
tion; there shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague 
come nigh thy dwelling." 

Very well, then; what, in the time of human fear, should 
be the effort of one who believes the Bible? Must it not be 
to enter in and dwell "in the secret place of the most High," 
and there be protected with the quiet and safety that the 
nestling has under the mother bird's protecting wing, so 

that metaphysically he may understand the fact regarding 
overbrooding Spirit, "He shall cover thee with his feathers, 
and under his wings shalt thou trust: his truth shall be thy 
shield and buckler"? The materialist is without resource in 
times of trouble because the materialistic beliefs which en
gender discord have of course no assured remedy for it. 
Tentative and experimental material remedies do not reach 
to the evil wish in mortal mind which is father to the evil 
effects in experience. The wish that evil may befall true 
men and that the plague may come nigh those bravely stand
ing for righteousness connects itself with evil's claim to 
despotic power and the rulership of the world. In a brief 
answer to a question regarding a mesmerist's public exhibi
tion of his power, Mrs. Eddy says (Miscellaneous Writings, 
p. 48): "It is alleged that at one of his recent lectures in 
Boston Mr. Carpenter made a man drunk on water, and then 
informed his audience that he could produce the effect of 
alcohol, or of any drug, on the human system, through the 
action of mind alone. This honest declaration as to the 
animus of animal magnetism and the possible purpose to 
which it can be devoted, has, we trust, been made in season 
to open the eyes of the people to the hidden nature of some 
tragic events and sudden deaths at this period." 

At this time when modern sorcery is meeting its exposure 
and, struggling to continue, seeks for victims to strike with 
terror by night or to wound with the arrow of mental sugges
tion by day, when pestilence is its argument in the darkness 
of ignorance, and when its science of destruction is wasting 
the world in the noonday of its pride, those who desire peace 
and safety must needs turn to God. But how shall we know 
God, men say; we have trusted teachers and guides, doctors 
and leaders and scribes, and they all tell us of the power and 
activity of evil, so that God seems far off and unavailable. 
The answer comes in that message of Jeremiah familiar to us 
as the words of a song:— 

If with ail your hearts ye truly seek me, 
Ye shall ever surely find me, 
Thus saith the Lord. 

The most clear and evident way for seeking after God is to 
investigate and understand that Science whereby God's heal
ing power is being proven in the world. In every instance of 
healing there comes a glow of love for God and a joyful 
recognition of His goodness. Many a demonstration is made 
through the quiet realization of the truth of the words found 
in the psalm from which quotations have been made. That 
they have universal application is evident to those who 
through faith have already proved their truth. Mrs. Eddy 
is emphatic that "the Science of mental healing must be un
derstood" (Miscellaneous Writings, p. 175), and she con
tinues: "There are false Christs that would 'deceive, if it 
were possible, the very elect,' by instituting matter and its 
methods in place of God, Mind. Their supposition is, that 
there are other minds than His; that one mind controls 
another; that one belief takes the place of another. But 
this ism of to-day has nothing to do with the Science of 
mental healing which acquaints us with God and reveals the 
one perfect Mind and His laws." 

WILLIAM P. MCKENZIE. 

Refuge 
So long as the dream of mortal existence lasts we shall 

need to have a place of refuge from the numerous ills which 
beset humanity, all of these being but varied manifestations 
of the belief in a life separate from God, the one and only 
Life. Apart from Christian Science where can we find any 
who believe that life without any element of evil is possible? 
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Yet this is plainly taught in the Bible and is insistently 
maintained in Christian Science. In the ninety-first psalm 
the one who has made God his refuge is given this assurance: 
"There shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague 
come nigh thy dwelling." In Exodus we read that when the 
plagues prevailed in Egypt the children of Israel were en
tirely free from them, and we may be sure that their safety 
was not due to better dwellings or improved sanitary con
ditions, but rather to their trust in the one God who had 
been so marvelously revealed to Moses as the ever living God. 

On page 83 of Science and Health Mrs. Eddy says, "Mor
tals must find refuge in Truth in order to escape the error 
of these latter days." At the present time no Christian 
Scientist would question this statement, and happily for 
them they know where the place of refuge is to be found. 
If we turn again to the ninety-first psalm we find this as its 
opening statement: "He that dwelleth in the secret place of 
the most High shall abide under the shadow of the Al
mighty." Then comes the response from the human side 
to this declaration of Truth, "I will say of the Lord, He is 
my refuge and my fortress: my God; in him will I trust." 
As we read on through this psalm, which is so dear to all 
students of Christian Science, we find that this divinely pro
vided refuge shuts out error of every sort so that there need 
be no fear of pestilence or destruction to those who rely en-
tirely upon God, and that even the aggressive and subtle 
forms of error typified by the lion and the adder are rendered 
powerless to him who has set his love upon divine Love and 
whose deliverance is therefore sure. 

It is possible that some may be disposed to murmur if 
they are tested as to their absolute reliance upon divine 
Truth and spiritual law. They may be disposed to complain 
if the ills which are so prevalent on the plane of mortal be
lief in any wise assail them, but if such experiences come to 
any of us we need but remember that as mortals we have 
not yet risen above all that is unlike God, and that the 
opportunity has but come to us to make our position more 
sure by getting rid of some of the errors which may be lurk
ing in our consciousness. Doubt and fear are certainly not 
qualities of the divine Mind and have no place in the thought 
of man as God's idea. If we then allow these subtle foes 
to remain unquestioned in consciousness we need not be 
surprised if we shall have a struggle in order to get rid of 
them, and at the same time to rise above possibly some sense 
of physical suffering such as that which prevails on the part 
of those who rely upon material means for healing. The 
ninety-first psalm does not say that we shall not be tested 
to the utmost, but the promise to him who calls upon God for 
aid is this: "I will be with him in trouble; I will deliver him, 
and honour him. With long life will I satisfy him, and shew 
him my salvation." 

It may be said that in every attack of illness the shadow 
of death lurks in the background, but in the twenty-third 
psalm we are told that even though we walk through "the 
valley of the shadow of death," we need fear no evil. In 
commenting upon this an old Puritan has this to say: "The 
shadow of a dog can never bite, and the shadow of a sword 
can never kill; so the shadow of death can never take away 
life." This brings us to the beautiful promise of long life 
just read, which translated into the words of the great 
Teacher means eternal life. As Christian Scientists we are 
only at the beginning of our demonstration, and it is no less 
than this one thing which the Master demanded of all his 
followers, namely, that they shall lay hold upon eternal life. 
In the forty-seventh chapter of Genesis we read that when 
Jacob went down into Egypt to be reunited to his beloved 

son Joseph, he was taken into the throne room of that 
ancient autocracy and was presented to Pharaoh. The king 
asked Jacob his age, and in reply the patriarch said that he 
was a hundred and thirty years old, yet this was his charac
terization of his earthly life as mere mortal experience: "Few 
and evil have the days of the years of my life been, and have 
not attained unto the days of the years of the life of my 
fathers in the days of their pilgrimage." The only thing 
which really counted in his earthly pilgrimage, and it is the 
only thing which ever counts in ours, is the spiritual uplift
ing which beholds God face to face, realizes the divine ever 
presence and protection, and from this vision strives con
tinually, even though it be with some stumblings, to walk 
with God. 

In reaching out for the long life promised in the Scrip
tures, we must know that every day furnishes us with many 
opportunities to rise above the false mortal sense of life 
and of all things. If we linger in the darkness of material 
belief we shall tacitly echo the sorrowful words of the nine
tieth psalm, "All our days are passed away in thy wrath: 
we spend our years as a tale that is told." The sad thing is 
that so many remain in this state of mental darkness, not 
knowing that complete deliverance is ever at hand to those 
who will seek refuge, not in medical or ecclesiastical theories, 
but in the divine Science which reveals to every sincere 
seeker the secret place of the Most High. When we have 
even a glimpse of the salvation promised in this wonderful 
psalm we shall, if wise, learn the great importance of giving 
thanks continually in the depths of our own consciousness 
for simply knowing the truth and realizing in ever increas
ing measure Love's all-protecting power. We can help our
selves and others by expressing morning, noon, and night our 
realization of God's loving-kindness and faithfulness toward 
us. Thus, we shall abide in our place of refuge and give 
thanks that we have found it. A N N I E M. KNOTT. 

To Who m Gratitud e I s Du e 
NATIONS as well as individuals must learn to express 

gratitude. Absence of gratitude implies absence of that 
conviction of having received which bases gratitude. To 
ignore benefactions argues ignorance of the benefactions 
themselves. No one can be truly grateful who does not 
know he has received a gift. The stronger the mental cer-
tainty of having received, the deeper the gratitude. It is char-
acteristic of the American Expeditionary force in France 
that it is grateful to those brothers in arms who have held 
the lines so strongly while that force was organizing. It is 
reported that the members of that force are teachable and 
ask to be instructed by their veteran allies. It should be 
added also that it is grateful for the heroic stand taken by 
those who have been willing to lay down their lives that all 
nations might be free. 

Christian Science reveals the true metaphysical inward-
ness of gratitude. Mrs. Eddy has shown the way to be 
really grateful in the following words in "Science and Health 
with Key to the Scriptures" (p. 3): "Gratitude is much more 
than a verbal expression of thanks. Action expresses more 
gratitude than speech." A Godlike life is a life expression of 
gratitude, because it performs the works of God. Jesus was 
constantly giving thanks to God. "Father, I thank thee that 
thou hast heard me," he exclaimed as he raised Lazarus from 
the dead. Let all true believers in God learn to have the 
same gratitude in them which was also in Christ Jesus. 

Whoever sees the transports loaded and lined with khaki-
clad troops leaving the ports of the United States on their 
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