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when met by the practice of the divine 
attributes; it flees before the touch 
of actual goodness, and before noth
ing else. 

It is obvious that the right way 
to think about evil is the only right 
way to act about it. If evil is noth
ing in theory it should be nothing in 
practice; that is, it should be treated 
as unreal in both cases. That the 
allness of God is demonstrable Chris
tian truth is the position taken by 
Christian Scientists, and the world 
will naturally look to them for evi
dence of its practicality; and to that 
end good alone, in all its qualities, 
must possess one's thought and decide 
one's actions. 

This does not mean that we need to 
be taken out of the world, but that 
we shall keep ourselves from believing 
in and obeying its sense of evil. Mrs. 

Eddy pointed out the only safe course 
for all Christians in her well known 
injunction, "Forget not for a mo
ment, that God is All-in-all—there
fore, that in reality there is but 
one cause and effect" (Miscellaneous 
Writings, p. 154). This was said to 
those who are still in the world, who 
are daily meeting its problems and 
temptations; therefore it is humanly 
possible to keep this truth uppermost 
and undermost in all our thoughts. 
It was to just such men as are here 
today, and under just such circum
stances, that the Master, the most 
practical religious teacher the world 
has known, said, "Be ye therefore 
perfect, even as your Father which 
is in heaven is perfect." Because God 
is everywhere it is possible for a man 
to be good everywhere, and this truth 
all can practise. 

DAWN OF PEACE 
LOUISE KNIGHT WHEATLEY 

"WHEN ye shall hear of wars 
and commotions, be not ter

rified: for these things must first 
come to pass." These are the words 
which Christ Jesus once spoke to his 
disciples in connection with the ul
timate utter destruction of all things 
material. With the pride inborn in 
the devout Jew they had been calling 
his attention to the temple, "how it 
was adorned with goodly stones and 
gifts," and his reply must have been 
one indeed to carry with it amaze
ment and consternation. "As for 
these things which ye behold," he 
said, "the days will come, in the 
which there shall not be left one stone 
upon another, that shall not be 
thrown down." To the faithful He
brew the destruction of his temple 

was a calamity well-nigh unthink
able, so one cannot wonder at the 
faltering response, "But when shall 
these things be?" 

Jesus then proceeded to tell his 
disciples what must inevitably take 
place when old and time-honored 
beliefs should give way to a higher 
spiritual understanding, and to those 
bewildered listeners it must have 
seemed as if the very earth itself 
were about to crumble beneath their 
feet. Famine and pestilence were to 
come, he told them, great earth
quakes in divers places, fearful sights 
and great signs in heaven, "the sea 
and the waves roaring," and "men's 
hearts failing them for fear." There 
should be "distress of nations, with 
perplexity," nation rising against 
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nation, and kingdom against king
dom. With that tenderness which 
always accompanied even his most 
profound sayings, however, Jesus 
told them not to be terrified: "When 
these things begin to come to pass, 
then look up, and lift up your heads; 
for your redemption draweth nigh." 

Today the Christian Scientists 
may well pray for that same serenity 
which can behold in any great stir 
and unrest only a sign of the times. 
Jesus once rebuked the dulness of 
those of his own generation who 
could read the face of the sky but 
could not perceive the deeper signifi
cance of spiritual things. The expe
rience through which the world seems 
to be now passing is but the fulfil
ment of prophecy, the moral chemi
calization which inevitably takes 
place when the old is giving way to 
the new. In Science and Health 
(p. 96) Mrs. Eddy says: "This ma
terial world is even now becoming 
the arena for conflicting forces. . . . 
The breaking up of material beliefs 
may seem to be famine and pesti
lence, want and woe, sin, sickness, 
and death, which assume new phases 
until their nothingness appears. 
These disturbances will continue un
til the end of error, when all discord 
will be swallowed up in spiritual 
Truth. . . . This mental fermenta
tion has begun, and will continue 
until all errors of belief yield to 
understanding." 

"Then look up," as the Master 
counseled, "and lift up your heads." 
These things must be, even as the 
muddy river-bed in being stirred re
veals that which before lay inert and 
unseen. These things which are now 
coming to the surface are not new 

in the so-called human consciousness; 
they have been latent in the human 
mind ever since it began to claim to 
be a mind at all. The only difference 
is that, until that which is called war 
took place, they lay at the bottom 
instead of at the top. They are now 
simply coming forth to be destroyed, 
just as some volcano suddenly sends 
forth the flames which for years, per
haps for centuries, have been smol
dering beneath its surface. The 
little hamlet which nestled at the vol
cano's base was never safe for a mo-
ment, even when the volcano was 
asleep. All the time the inward fires 
were sullenly smoldering, and it was 
only a false sense of peace which ever 
lulled the little hamlet into believing 
that the fires were not there. 

To the student of divine metaphys
ics the present moment is fraught 
with deep significance. While no one 
deplores more heartily than does he 
the turmoil through which the world 
is passing, he has long since learned 
to look beyond every outward effect 
to discern its mental cause, and in 
this case he recognizes only one of 
those coming signs of the times of 
which the Master prophesied. He 
knows that to confine the present 
conflict to any geographical loca
tion is impossible. The real scene 
of all mortal disturbance is laid in 
just one place, and that place is not 
indicated on any map or defined by 
any boundary of latitude and longi
tude, for it is nothing more or less 
than the so-called mortal mind with 
its array of conflicting human be
liefs, impulses, and passions. 

Here is where the actual struggle 
for supremacy is going on. Why do 
we so love to look for the mote in 
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our brother's eye, instead of first 
considering the beam in our own? 
Let us look within and see if we our
selves have overcome every besetment 
of hate, emulation, strife, greed, 
envy, jealousy, rivalry, revenge, am
bition, pride, self-seeking, personal 
domination, human will, and an in
satiable desire to govern and control. 
Unless in so doing we can honestly 
say that our own mentality is free 
from all wrong thinking such as this, 
which "wars against spirituality" 
(Science and Health, p. 242), are we 
in any position to sit in judgment 
upon the nations of the earth? 

There is a subtle enemy abroad in 
the land today, and its name is "sep
aration." Its onslaughts are not 
made honestly and in the open, but 
it skulks in ambush, working quietly 
and unseen, and with a persistence 
worthy of a better cause, to disrupt, 
disorganize, disintegrate, undermine, 
and undo. It brings about unhappy 
differences between those who once 
dwelt together in quiet and content; 
it starts quibblings and wranglings 
over non-essentials; it brings about 
factions, parties, cliques, and segre
gations. In short, it does anything 
and everything that will tend to tear 
down and separate rather than build 
up and unite. 

Do we not see the insidious work
ings of this enemy in other phases of 
human experience besides the whole
sale disruption of nations ? Why are 
friends continually misunderstand
ing each other without any apparent 
reason? Why are family ties sud
denly rent asunder, family feuds re
kindled, family skeletons brought out 
of forgotten closets and dusted for 
inspection? Has not one healed been 

known to turn bitterly and without 
cause against the one through whose 
faithful ministrations the healing was 
brought about? Have business part
ners ever found it harder than now 
to "pull together"? What is the 
general status of things political, 
economic, social, and civic? Have 
not even the churches felt the pres
sure of this evil impulse? Are they 
standing shoulder to shoulder in 
every community to resist a common 
foe, with each individual member liv
ing on terms of brotherly love with 
every other member? 

These are grave questions. We 
may evade them for a while, but the 
moment must inevitably come when 
they will demand an answer, when 
they can no longer be evaded. Why 
should we not squarely face the issue 
now? Instead of wrapping ourselves 
in our comfortable mantle of self-
righteousness and holding up our 
hands in horror at the strife across 
the sea, let us take up the weapons 
of our warfare and go to work. In 
most cases there will be found so 
much to do right here in our own 
home, our own consciousness, that 
little time will be left wherein to 
judge and condemn our brother. Let 
us awake to our own responsibilities. 
Let us shake ourselves from the dust, 
and set resolutely to work, this day, 
this hour, to bring peace on earth 
in the only way in which its per
manent establishment can ever be 
effected. 

Has not this miserable impostor 
called separation lied to us and 
cheated us long enough? Are we to 
sleep on forever, while he steals away 
our dearest treasures? A human be
ing deprived of the joy of loving his 
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neighbor as himself is in as deplor
able a condition as is a country after 
the devastations of some victorious 
marauding army. As Christian Sci
entists we know that we have a right 
to be happy, to be free, to work un
molested, to be at peace with all the 
world, to love every one, and to know 
beyond a shadow of a doubt that 
every one loves us. Shall we submit 
to be robbed of all this without a 
struggle? 

Again we say, in the words of 
Jesus, "Then look up, and lift up 
your heads." Even though the vol
cano of human passion seems still 
to be pouring forth its devastating 
flames, "be not terrified." There is 
a right way out of this, as there is 
a right way out of every wrong sit
uation. Our Leader says, "Love is 
the liberator" (Science and Health, 
p. 225). And since peace is the 
handmaid of love, true peace will 
come upon earth as soon as the hearts 
of men are ready to learn more of 
that broad, impartial, universal love 
which recognizes all men as brothers 
because they are all children of the 
same Father, God. 

The one important lesson of the 
hour, then, is to love, for when one 
truly loves he seeks to bless instead 
of to injure, to give instead of to get, 
to win not by force but by that 
gently compelling power which was 
in the prophet's thought when he 
wrote, "With lovingkindness have I 
drawn thee." If every individual in 
the world really loved his neighbor 
as himself, could there be any such 
thing as war? No. We are told in 
Romans that "love worketh no ill to 
his neighbor: therefore love is the 
fulfilling of the law." 

Christian warrior, there is fighting 
to be done,—the sweetest, holiest 
conflict that ever marked the dawn 
of peace. Let us prove to a doubt
ing world that the brotherhood of 
man is not an idealist's golden dream, 
but a practical, present possibility. 
Why need we wait? The Scriptures 
tell us that "the word of the Lord" 
came unto Ezekiel, saying: "Son of 
man, what is that proverb that ye 
have in the land of Israel, saying, 
The days are prolonged, and every 
vision faileth? Tell them therefore, 
Thus saith the Lord God; I will make 
this proverb to cease, and they shall 
no more use it as a proverb in Israel; 
but say unto them, The days are at 
hand, and the effect of every vision." 
This prophecy voiced by Ezekiel is 
being daily fulfilled in Christian Sci
ence the world over. 

Have we been privileged to see this 
vision, the brotherhood of man, as 
an established, eternal fact? Then 
let us tell the good news to others. 
In another dark hour of the world's 
history, when every man's hand 
seemed raised, as now, against his 
brother, a seer of that age pro
claimed, "Mine eyes have seen the 
glory of the coming of the Lord." 
Then let us take courage, for "the 
glory" will come again. Already the 
first faint glimpse of dawn is redden
ing the darkness of the eastern sky. 
Already a weary world is turning 
away as never before from old and 
worn-out issues, strifes, and methods, 
to listen for the Bethlehem song. Let 
those who have seen the day-star afar 
off, cease not to watch and pray until 
it arise in their hearts. It was only 
those shepherds who were awake and 
listening that heard the angels sing. 
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