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Prayer of Faith 
SAMUEL GREENWOOD 

T H E only kind of prayer that was used or commended by 
the Master and his apostles was the prayer of faith, that is, 
a living reliance upon what they understood of God. A mere 
perfunctory supplication to Deity has no practical bearing 
upon human salvation; for until one begins actually to com
mune with God in his own consciousness, his devotions do not 
bring the things of God into his life. The real purpose of 
prayer is not, as some may suppose, to persuade God to pass 
over one's shortcomings, or to win admission to an unde

served heaven, but to bring mankind to such a recognition 
of the divine nature and being as will transform human 
thought and life. 

Two essentials of prayer are thus set forth in the book of 
Hebrews: first, "He that cometh to God must believe that 
he is," and second, "that he is a rewarder of them that dili
gently seek him." The first may seem superfluous to the 
average Christian, who would naturally deny any imputation 
of skepticism; but from the prevalence of evil conditions, even 
among Christian peoples, it would seem that practical faith 
in God is sadly lacking, else that God is not rightly under
stood. This first essential might be clearer if rendered thus: 
He that cometh to God must believe that He is what He is. 
Many have been taught to believe that God is what He is 
not, and prayer from that standpoint could not prove per
manently beneficial. Most persons believe that God is, though 
their beliefs as to what He is may widely differ; but unless 
our belief about God is true, our prayers do not bring us into 
communion with Him. In this case a false belief about God 
may be said to be the only God we have, and this false belief 
can do no more for us spiritually, in making us godlike, than 
the false belief that two and two are five can do for us 
mathematically. 

If we come to God as one who takes cognizance of evil, and 
therefore believes in it, we cannot rise above our own sense 
of evil or be delivered from the fear of it. Misled by false 
teaching, some pray to God as virtually a participant in evil, 
believing Him to be the sender of disease and death. If we 
accept the teaching and works of Christ Jesus, we should know 
there is no such God as this, and that prayer offered on such 
a basis would be as vain as if offered to a wooden image. Only 
the true God is true; and he whose concept of God is not true 
has no knowledge of God at all. If there could be evil in the 
divine consciousness, it would establish God's imperfection, 
a position which is manifestly unthinkable. This word evil, 
which includes all the phenomena of human discord, desig
nates not what God is, but what He is not, the suppositional 
opposite of infinity. 

It is worthy of note here that the Bible does not ask mortals 
to believe in the existence of aught besides God. On the 
contrary, the Scriptures declare God to be All-in-all; hence 
this first essential of prayer means that we must not only 
believe that God is, but that all being is included in God and 
His manifestations. If we pray believing there is a power 
besides God, we are beset by the fear that this other power 

may prevail. This is not the prayer of faith, but of doubt 
and unbelief. If we come to God believing that He is omnip
otent, there can be to us no other power than good; if we 
believe that He is omnipresent, there can be to us no other 
presence than good; if we believe that He is omniscient, there 
can be to us no other intelligence than good. There is plainly 
no other attitude in which prayer to God can be acceptably 
offered. 

The second essential of belief is, that God will reward those 
who diligently seek Him. This indicates the necessity of 
understanding what God is in order that we may seek Him 
intelligently, that is, scientifically. A purely emotional or 
intellectual belief in Deity may offer prayer from a sense of 
religious duty, though without expectation of present reward; 
but one who approaches God as infinite good, knows that he 
will be rewarded not on the ground of idle petition, but of 
actual worthiness. To seek God diligently, believing that He 
is All, means that we shall diligently seek to be good, to have 
"no other consciousness of life" (Science and Health, p. 242) ; 
and this, Mrs. Eddy tells us in the same paragraph, is the 
"one way to heaven." 

The general lack of faith in the efficacy of prayer is un
doubtedly due to a misapprehension of the nature and being 
of God, and of the cooperative activity required of the peti
tioner. It is not enough to acknowledge the existence of 
Deity,—we are told that even the devils believe this,—but an 
infinite God demands that we shall acknowledge Him as All. 
There is no less absolute way by which one may fulfil the 
first commandment and "have no other gods." If we come 
to God honestly acknowledging His supremacy, we shall not 
believe in anything else, and shall not seek to know anything 
else. "Have faith in God," urged the Master; and since he 
declared evil to have no truth in it, he evidently intended that 
we should have faith in nothing but God. 

If mortals seek to know God as one in whose consciousness 
evil has recognition, and consequent place, the natural result 
would be to impress their belief in evil more tenaciously 
upon them. Praying for deliverance to a God who sends 
sickness, suffering, and disaster upon men, could only end, 
as it has ever done, in disappointment and despair. Locating 
God in a far-off heaven, as many are taught to do, does not 
inspire with the confidence that He can be found here. 
Christian Science is the revelation of "God with us,—the sov
ereign ever-presence, delivering the children of men from 
every ill 'that flesh is heir to' " (Science and Health, p. 107) ; 
hence Christian Scientists are learning to seek God where 
they are; that is, not in locality but in spiritual conscious
ness. Believing as they do that God is here, they naturally 
believe that health is here, that life, harmony, goodness, love, 
etc., are the fact of their being here and now; and they have 
measurably found that the diligent seeking of Truth in this 
way does bring a reward that is tangible, practical, and 
satisfying. 

We are all more or less familiar with the prayer of doubt 
and unbelief, and we know its failure to satisfy spiritually or 
to heal physically. Coming to God in a state of doubt and 
fear is not acknowledging His supremacy, and our reward is 
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according to the measure we mete. "According to your faith 
be it unto you," said Jesus. If we have more faith in the 
power of so-called material laws and conditions as able to 
make us sick and miserable than we have in God to keep us 
well and happy, our prayers will not tend to improve our 
experience or to spiritualize our thoughts. If we absolutely 
believe that God is what He is, then we absolutely know that 
His will is being done in earth as in heaven; and that it is 
the work of mankind, through prayer and demonstration, to 
become actually conscious of the divine presence and power, 
since by virtue of His infinitude God could not make Himself 
more than He is or do more than He is ever doing. 

It is not difficult to picture the effect upon humanity if all 
Christians practised the unreserved faith in the omnipotence 
of good that is required of them. We can probably best 
realize this by picturing the effect upon our own conscious
ness of so doing. By all means, let us prove this thing. Let 
us come to God actually believing that He is infinite Love, 
that only Love is, that only Love rules, and witness the effect 
upon our life. What do we think would be the practical 
effect of the prayer of faith in such a God? What would be 
the natural reward of diligently seeking such a God? This 
question is so momentous in its promise, and so obviously 
practicable, that it presses for proof and will not be silenced. 
Of a surety, to become conscious of good, to know and under
stand the nature of God, to have the assurance here and now 
of the allness of divine Love, the boundlessness of Life, the 
omnipotence of Truth,—this must be the end of all right 
seeking, and within the possible reach of all mankind. 

States of Consciousness 
MARTHA R. W H I T E 

T H E great thinkers of the world who have pressed home 
the question of the sources of knowledge, have shown that in 
the last analysis all we know is thought, since the process of 
knowing is itself a process of thinking. Therefore the only 
world we know is a mental world, the circle of our own con
sciousness. Whence springs that consciousness, and by what 
is the river of thought fed? This has become the important 
question. 

Men have called the creative Principle by the name of God, 
and sought in many ways to find the nature of God as thus 
conceived. Christian Science shows that since like produces 
like, the creative source of conscious being is Mind, and that 
life is to be found and understood by keeping to this defini
tion, and not by seeking to belittle God by interposing another 
creator of opposite nature, called matter. Since we know 
only mental things, matter must be a guess at something 
different from the mental. Experience of Christian Science 
demonstration proves that the Principle of all things is in
deed Mind, and that this Mind is Immanuel, "God with us." 
Christian Science demonstration—healing the sick and blot
ting out evil conditions—is the bringing into daily manifesta
tion the beneficent and all-powerful Being whom Jesus called 
our heavenly Father. 

The activity of Mind is reflected in the unceasing flow of 
pure thought, the book of Revelation telling us that the "river 
of water of life" (the stream of consciousness) is "clear as 
crystal," because it proceeds "out of the throne of God." In 
thought is our recognition of life and identity, and "real con
sciousness is cognizant only of the things of God" (Science 
and Health, p. 276). Therefore, as mankind rises to higher 
modes of thinking, the evils that now befog the way will no 
longer appear. It has been said that if mankind, instead of 
the five senses they now possess, had other totally different 

senses, the world would seem an entirely different place. This 
is very true, and Christian Science is teaching how to gain the 
spiritual senses of man, which are attuned only to good, and 
which can no more hear and respond to a suggestion of 
error than a tuning-fork can respond to a note that is out 
of its key. 

In the first eighteen verses of his gospel, St. John has 
compressed into amazingly few words a statement of the 
Science of man's being, man's spiritual relationship to God, 
and the work of Jesus Christ as a full exemplification of the 
correctness of his statement. He treats of the creative Word, 
the utterance of the divine Mind, absolutely one with that 
Mind, of which it is the expression, and shows that that 
Word, spoken into consciousness, awakens a true sense of 
life and being. Principle is not seen directly, but known in 
its manifestation. The God-likeness which is the real man, 
remains immaculate in the divine Mind, the image and ideal 
of that perfect intelligence. In the manifestation of that 
ideal we learn and recognize our Father. 

St. John's digest of the essence of Jesus' message tells in 
brief the story of the ideal of Christian Science. To attain 
that Mind in which sin and evil are unknown, is to attain the 
kingdom of heaven. Before a thought that has attained to 
spiritual comprehension, the image of error cannot linger. 
Just because Truth never partakes of false belief, the spir
itual idea annihilates error. Jesus healed the sick with a 
word. The very presence of Peter seems to have been suffi
cient to restore well-being to those he passed, when he him
self had learned to reflect flawless understanding, for we 
learn in the Acts of the Apostles that the sick were brought 
into the street so that even his shadow might fall on them. 
The shadow was nothing, but the presence of one who had 
risen to be a clear reflection of true consciousness, "clear as 
crystal," was much, "and they were healed every one." 

John himself, under sore stress while on Patmos, rose to 
the consciousness that recognizes and experiences the ever-
presence of God. Mrs. Eddy sums up the significance of this 
in the following words: "This testimony of Holy Writ sus
tains the fact in Science, that the heavens and earth to one 
human consciousness, that consciousness which God bestows, 
are spiritual, while to another, the unillumined human mind, 
the vision is material. This shows unmistakably that what 
the human mind terms matter and spirit indicates states and 
stages of consciousness" (Science and Health, p. 573). Spir
itual consciousness is heaven, and its attainment demands 
constant progression. 

Truth Never Reversed 
H O N . MRS. F R A N C E S P O R T E R 

T H E other day I was having a most interesting conversa
tion with my daughter (aged four) on the subject of cattle, 
when suddenly she announced, "Horns have cows, mama." 
Of course she meant to say that cows have horns, but her 
stumbling set me to thinking. It showed me the mistake all 
mortals are making. We laugh at the thought of a pair of 
inanimate horns possessing a cow, making it eat or move or 
suffer as they want, and is it not equally ridiculous that any 
organ or part of the material body should govern the image 
of God? 

Man possesses his body and governs its every action. A 
pair of hands, for instance, cannot make a man steal if he 
does not want to, and they cannot even suggest stealing to 
him. They are no more intelligent than the cow's horns; 
it is Mind which holds the control. Respecting this fact, 
Mrs. Eddy says: "Exercise this God-given authority. Take 
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