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OVERCOMING LATENT ERROR 
SAMUEL GREENWOOD 

W ITHOUT doubt the best time 
to heal sickness is before it 

appears on the body. That this 
method is not more generally prac
ticed is due largely to human igno
rance of the mental nature of disease, 
and to an indifference to spirituality 
so long as physical ease and pleasure 
satisfy the consciousness. The Chris
tian Scientist, however, is aware of 
the effect of wrong thought upon the 
body, and the beneficent effect of 
right thought in neutralizing the 
wrong; therefore the work of de
stroying undeveloped beliefs of sick
ness, and of correcting the mental 
states that would otherwise, sooner 
or later, ultimate in suffering, should 
be recognized as an essential part of 
his daily activity. 

Man is not a helpless lump of 
sentient matter, at the mercy of ev
ery passing circumstance or chance 
condition. He is a thinking being; 
and because of this, one's experiences 
are more apt to be expressions of his 
thoughts than vice versa. Since all 

our consciousness is mental, it is 
obvious that nothing could enter 
one's thought except from a mental 
source; hence the logical conclusion 
that mortals would not be sick unless 
they maintained mental breeding 
grounds for sickness, nor would they 
be sinners unless they accepted a 
mental capacity to express evil 
purposes and desires, and the will to 
fulfill them. Human salvation, there
fore, is a mental problem, which 
must be worked out by the continu
ous transforming of the so-called 
human mind until the nothingness of 
all error is recognized, and God, 
good, is eventually seen to be the 
only Mind. 

Now the individual human mind, 
as every one knows, includes more 
than is immediately present to the 
thought. A trifling incident will 
vividly recall scenes and occurrences 
long since apparently forgotten. In 
like manner some unexpected circum
stance may recall mental pictures of 
disease, educated beliefs in health 
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laws, climate, accident, contagion, 
and the like, which have accumulated 
and been held in consciousness from 
childhood; and if the fear is persis
tent enough, these pictures may out
line themselves upon the body, unless 
one rises through an understanding 
of Christian Science to see their un
reality. The same holds true of the 
various forms of what are known as 
"original sin," supposedly inborn and 
racial tendencies toward moral de
pravity, and temperamental infirmi
ties. These mental states go to make 
up the mortal personality, and while 
they remain in thought are a con
stant menace to safety and happi
ness; hence the force of the warning 
recorded on page 234 of "Science 
and Health with Key to the Scrip
tures": "If mortals would keep 
proper ward over mortal mind, the 
brood of evils which infest it would 
be cleared out. We must begin with 
this so-called mind and empty it of 
sin and sickness, or sin and sickness 
will never cease. . . . Sin and dis
ease must be thought before they can 
be manifested. You must control 
evil thoughts in the first instance, or 
they will control you in the second." 

A nation at war is vitally inter
ested in the enemy aliens within its 
borders, and takes proper safeguards 
against disaster from that quarter. 
Should individual mortals be less 
concerned in knowing what thoughts 
alien to Principle abide in their con
sciousness, and how much liberty 
and power they are permitted to ex
ercise? It is obviously as important 
to an individual as to a nation to 
discover these danger points, and 
to put them under "proper ward," 

instead of waiting for some disaster 
to reveal their presence. One's vic
tory in the Christian warfare de
mands that error shall have no secret 
places in our thoughts where it may 
have the freedom to grow, and from 
whence it may unexpectedly emerge 
to attack us. 

It is worse than useless to ignore 
these lurking evils by blandly saying 
they are not there. The use of men
tal statements of absolute Truth to 
cover up unrighteous thoughts is 
neither Christian nor scientific. The 
human understanding of the truth 
must have its human correlative in 
the detection and destruction of er
ror. We know that in infinite Mind 
there can be no error, either latent 
or active, but more is required in 
accomplishing human freedom than 
making such declarations. We must 
know what errors inhere in our sense 
of human selfhood, and begin to up
root them. It may not be possible 
to attain perfect freedom from error 
immediately, but it is at least possi
ble to be working continuously in 
that direction. 

One fact which should be of in
tense interest to each of us is this: 
that we know beyond a doubt 
whether we are bringing forth in our 
experience the works of the flesh or 
the fruits of the Spirit, whether we 
are passively submitting to the so-
called carnal mind, or striving for 
the possession of spiritual thoughts 
and desires. We are aware at this 
moment, without the necessity for 
further uncovering, whether the er
rors that enslave mortals are allowed 
without protest to rule us also; 
whether "the cares of this world, and 

The Christian Science Journal, Vol. 36, No. 10, January 1919

Public domain Collection contents made available by The Ark: www.arkpublications.com 



OVERCOMING LATENT ERROR 473 

the deceitfulness of riches, and the 
lusts of other things," are engrossing 
our attention at the expense of spir
itual growth. And since we know 
these things, can we be in any doubt 
as to what we should be thinking and 
doing about it? 

Christian Scientists may be tempt
ed to be too easy with themselves, 
that is, too easily satisfied with their 
physical healing, and not sufficiently 
active and alert in the more essential 
work of spiritual regeneration. Jesus 
taught that mortals must be born 
again before they can enter the king
dom of heaven, and to be born again 
means far more than the achieve
ment of physical health, strength, 
and comfort, even though that may 
be accomplished by mental means. 
It means purification from error of 
every sort. Real health is the ex
pression of holiness, and so long as 
one's thoughts and desires are impure 
or unholy, he should not suppose that 
he is expressing real health, notwith
standing the testimony of false ma
terial sense. 

While it would not be wise to be 
continually seeking to uncover error, 
beyond our ability to cope with it, 
the other extreme is to leave it alone 
altogether, which is all that error asks 
of Christian Scientists. The fact is 
that Truth uncovers error. The only 
excuse mortals can have for permit
ting evil to work on unmolested in 
their thoughts is that they fear it or 
love it, and do not sufficiently love 
Truth. In "Miscellaneous Writings" 
(p. 284) Mrs. Eddy tells us, "Evil 
is not something to fear and flee be
fore, or that becomes more real when 
it is grappled with," but she goes on 

to say,—and her words should keep 
every Christian Scientist awake to 
the importance of maintaining an ac
tive warfare against it,—"Evil let 
alone grows more real, aggressive, 
and enlarges its claims; but, met with 
Science, it can and will be mastered 
by Science." To those who do not 
wish to remain in the bondage of 
their sense of evil, Christian Science 
offers the means whereby to fight 
their way to freedom. "The whole 
armour of God" which the apostle 
enjoins us to put on, is not merely 
for defensive purposes, but for "the 
pulling down of strong holds," and 
the "casting down" of all that error 
would set up in opposition to one's 
purity and usefulness. "The sword 
of the Spirit," let us not forget, is 
intended to be used for thrust as well 
as for parry. 

The easy-going or apathetic stu
dent, waiting for error to appear be
fore taking steps to correct it, is 
much like the captain of a vessel 
with a fire in the hold, who sails his 
ship serenely on without attempting 
to put out the fire, simply because it 
has not burst its way through the 
deck. Who indeed would not con
demn such an officer for his stupidity 
in not extinguishing the fire as soon 
as he is made aware of its presence? 
Then what of those in whose secret 
thoughts the fires of hate, revenge, 
jealousy, lust, are allowed to burn 
on and on, unchecked and unextin
guished? Are we after all wiser in 
our generation than this captain if 
we permit evil thoughts and desires 
to smolder away year after year, hid
den under the deceptive ease of phys
ical sense, and enlarging their claims 
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upon us the longer they remain un
disturbed? Should we not bestir 
ourselves to see that our duty as 
Christian Scientists is not to work 
out a deceptive freedom at ease in 
error, but to attain our freedom from 
all error? 

The passage of human thought 
from material sense to spiritual con
sciousness will not be accomplished 
alone by physical healing, but by 
grappling with evil until we have 
overcome its every phase. Until we 
achieve the mastery over sensuality 
and sin we have no choice but to be 
to some extent their servants, but 
the sooner we devote all our energies 
to the acquisition of spirituality the 
sooner we shall begin to overcome 
instead of being overcome. The way 
to acquire spirituality is not, how
ever, by theoretical denials of ma
teriality, but by actual obedience to 
spiritual truth so far as we can now 
make it practical. There is plainly 
no barrier to one's moral and spirit
ual improvement beyond what his 
own self-love and self-will set up; 
for without question, one can become 
conscious of as much goodness as the 
present need demands, and can let 
that goodness become expressed, if 
he is willing to deny himself and put 
forth the necessary effort. "Who did 
hinder you," asked the apostle, "that 
ye should not obey the truth?" and 
the implied answer is, No one but 
one's self. 

A true love of independence is not 
satisfied to remain in bondage any 
longer than seems necessary, but the 
average human is too much inclined 
to treat his moral and spiritual obli
gations like a man in debt who drifts 

along, paying his interest, with little 
or no attempt to reduce the prin
cipal. The opposite course, however 
slow, would bring eventual freedom. 
Should we not then, in all earnest
ness, be striving to discharge our be
lief in something besides good, either 
in the sense of fearing or loving it, 
and so reduce the toll which that 
false belief now condemns mortals 
to pay? Error in some of its phases 
is ever presenting itself and its claims 
to human thought, so that the oppor
tunity to overcome it in some degree 
is never far to seek. The suggestion 
that we are not children of God whis
pers its lies every hour of the day, 
therefore every hour of the day we 
may be busy remembering the truth 
of man's divine sonship, and holding 
fast to what we have proved of it. 

The angel that brought to hu
manity the "little book open," is de
scribed in the Apocalypse as having 
"his right foot upon the sea;" which 
Mrs. Eddy interprets to mean that 
the "dominant power" of "the reve
lation of divine Science" was "upon 
elementary, latent error, the source 
of all error's visible forms" (Science 
and Health, p. 569). Christian Scien
tists, as students of this angelic reve
lation, must of necessity exercise this 
"dominant power" over the "elemen
tary, latent error" in human con
sciousness, before the mission of 
Christian Science can be fulfilled. 
Evil must be cleared out of its under
ground and undersea hiding places 
in order that the kingdom of God, 
the government of Principle, may be 
established among men, and "the 
peace of God, which passeth all un
derstanding," be universally realized. 
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