
CONTAGION 
STOKES ANTHONY B E N N E T T 

I T is probably safe to say that 
the great majority of people are 

quite well acquainted with the word 
contagion, and that many of these 
are inclined to regard it wholly from 
the view-point of materia medica; 
that is, wholly in the sense conveyed 
by Webster when, in beginning his 
definition of the term, he says that 
contagion is "the transmission of a 
disease from one person to another 
by direct or indirect contact." 

 

The Bible teaches that God is 
Spirit, is good, and is All-in-all. 
The prophet says of Him, "Thou 
art of purer eyes than to behold 
evil, and canst not look on iniquity." 
With this mighty fact before us, what 
is the conclusion to be drawn? Sim
ply that spiritual facts constitute 
the only reality, the only power and 
presence, because they are of God, 
who is the only cause and creator; 
and that so-called evil—sin, sickness, 
sorrow, and death—is unreal, with
out either power or presence, because 
it is not of God. 

What is humanly asserted to be 
evil and its manifestations is the ex
pression of what Christ Jesus most 
emphatically called "a liar, and the 
father of it." In other words, the 
works of evil are but the objective 
expressions, the false pictures, of er
roneous, illusive material belief, that 
belief which, in flagrant disobedience 
to the first command of the Deca
logue, would set up "other gods," and 
then bow down before them; that be
lief which would seek out "many in

ventions" of sinful sense, of disease, 
distress, and destruction, and then, 
in order to excuse and consequently 
to establish itself, would denominate 
these very inventions the ways, means, 
and plans of a good and loving God, 
at the same time boldly declaring,— 

'Tis not in man 
To yield a reason for the will of heaven 
Which is inscrutable. 

Christian Science teaches that 
what seems to be evil, with its terror
izing effects, exists only in the belief 
of misguided, mistaken mortal man. 
It is not of God, nor is it believed in 
by the real or immortal man who, 
as the first chapter of Genesis so 
clearly portrays, is God's own image 
and likeness, having dominion over 
all the earth. It may be that mortal 
man will, either wittingly or unwit
tingly, continue for some time to con
ceive and bring forth that which 
must ultimate in pain and disaster, 
distress and death; but sooner or 
later he must play the part of the 
prodigal,—give up the dry, parched 
husks of materiality. Then we must 
prepare the way for divine Truth 
to correct and destroy the ignorant 
and enslaving beliefs and practises 
by dealing gently and kindly with 
those about us. We must have ten
der and loving respect for their 
views, and must, as legitimate oppor
tunities permit, reason with them, 
and not for a moment think of an
tagonizing or embittering them. 

Just as the children of Israel, in 
their seemingly long and hard jour-

461 

The Christian Science Journal, Vol. 30, No. 8, November 1912

Public domain Collection contents made available by The Ark: www.arkpublications.com 



462 THE CHRISTIAN SCIENCE JOURNAL 

ney from Egypt to the promised 
land, from matter to Spirit, were 
obliged to respect and obey the some
what rigid and exacting social and 
moral requirements laid down by 
Moses, the very requirements which 
Christ Jesus was years afterward 
to replace largely with the divine law 
of love, forbearance, and mercy, so 
today we, as a common brotherhood 
interested in the welfare of each and 
all, are summoned to respect and obey 
the laws of our city, state, and na
tion. In connection with this, and 
under the caption of "Obey the Law," 
Mrs. Eddy writes as follows in the 
Boston Herald of Feb. 17, 1901: 
"Whatever changes belong to this 
century, or any epoch, we may safely 
submit to the providence of God, 
to common justice, individual rights, 
and governmental usages." Again, 
in The Christian Science Journal
(April, 1901), she writes: " I believe 
in obeying the laws of the land. I 
practise and teach this obedience, 
since justice is the moral significa
tion of law." 

 

No right-minded person will care
lessly oppose, much less wilfully vio
late, the laws of his country, which 
will, it is to be hoped, always be hon
estly framed by those who are chosen 
to do this very important work. Love 
and patience are noble virtues, and 
any man or woman who would either 
institute or help to institute a gen
uine and lasting reform, which as a 
rule includes the placing of better 
laws upon the statute-books, must 
be ready and willing to put into 
constant practise these two indispen
sable and wonder-working commands 
from the Master's sermon on the 
mount: "Therefore all things what

soever ye would that men should do 
to you, do ye even so to them: for 
this is the law and the prophets." 
"Let your light so shine before men, 
that they may see your good works, 
and glorify your Father which is in 
heaven." 

After giving the medical definition 
of the term contagion, Webster goes 
on to say that it is also the act or 
means of communicating "any in
fluence to the mind or heart ; as, 
the contagion of enthusiasm. 'The 
contagion of example.' " This is in
deed the par t on which most stress 
should be laid; and why? Because, in 
directing attention to the communi
cation, spread, or contagion of influ
ence, we are led to think about the 
influences which we should seek to 
convey to the mind or heart of an
other. And right here we pause, for 
we are again confronted by those 
spiritual and eternal facts which are 
emphasized at the outset of this arti
cle, namely, the omnipotent and om
nipresent goodness and love of God, 
and the consequent perfection of all 
that truly exists. In order to bring 
before us a living, practical illustra
tion of this goodness and love, and to 
behold, even though it be in a small 
degree at first, the perfect creation 
as God beholds it, let us consider the 
beautiful and infallible example of 
Christ Jesus, who so many times de
clared himself to be the Wayshower 
of all mankind, and let us ask 
ourselves, What was the contagion 
which he respected and upheld? 
What was the influence which he ex
erted and communicated to the mind 
and heart of each and every one who 
gave him prayerful heed? Mani
festly it was this,—the contagion, 
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the influence, of spiritual good,—and 
of this alone. 

Have we anything at all in the ac
count of his earthly ministry which 
tends to show that he ever made one 
so-called disease any more real or 
potent than another, or that he put 
certain diseases into the contagious 
or infectious class, and the rest into 
the non-contagious or non-infectious 
class? Is there anything of this 
kind, even in connection with the 
healing of that humanly dreaded mal
ady named leprosy? No! The Mas
ter was not a respecter of diseases, 
and yet he was the most successful 
physician the world has ever known. 
In helping others to rise up and out 
of seeming discord and distress, and 
to go freely and happily on their way, 
he did not direct attention to their 
bodily and mental ills, but instead he 
labored to have them recognize just 
one thing, namely, the ever-present, 
ever-operative, and ever-sure Science 
of Christianity—of Christ, Truth, 
the perfect law of good, God. 

In other words, the Master labored 
to have his patients and students see 
and understand the unreality, the 
nothingness, that is, the ungodlikeness, 

the unrighteousness of disease 
and its attendant suffering, sorrow, 
and death, despite the fact that these 
afflictions often seemed to be "legion." 
He tried hard to have them awake, 
put off "the old man," and put 
on "the new man;" thus centering 
thought upon God, Spirit, instead of 
upon matter with its lifeless, pulse
less, soulless forms and conditions. 
In this simple way he endeavored to 
show them that as a man thinketh 
deep down in his heart, so he is, and 
that "the kingdom" is within. 

Christ Jesus came into the world 
to overcome evil with good, matter 
with Spirit ; to enthrone Truth and 
dethrone error,—or the "liar," and 
to show others how to go and do like
wise. Therefore he first uncovered, 
then minimized, then annihilated the 
so-called laws and forces of matter, 
at the same time making ideally prac
tical and sure the eternal laws and 
facts of Spirit. His mission was both 
to teach and demonstrate the verity 
of being, not to speculate on or to 
uphold the vacillating and deceptive 
evidence before the material senses. 
What he preached was entirely spir
itual, and he proved his every state
ment, thereby rendering both his 
words and his works indisputable 
and final. 

Thus we are brought to see that it 
really is "the contagion of example," 
of a spiritually good and pure exam
ple, guided and governed by a meek, 
a holy, and an unceasing enthusiasm, 
which is communicated to the mind 
and heart of each and every one who 
accepts without reserve the teachings 
of the great Master, and then en
deavors to make them practical. 
Christian Science enables us to see 

 and prove that by patterning after 
the example of Christ Jesus in this 
way, we, like him, can go about doing 
good, preaching the gospel and heal
ing the sick. Thus only can we prove 
our right to be called his followers, 
thereby demonstrating that, after all, 
it is truth and not error, health and 
not sickness, love and not hate, joy 
and not sorrow, good and not evil, 
which is contagious; in other words, 
it is good which spreads itself abroad, 
ready to enter each and every recep
tive heart, and abide there forever. 
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