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him to confront the savage brutality 
and selfishness of the world for whose 
sake he endured the crucifixion. To 
imagine, in the face of the demon
stration of the crucifixion, that spir
itual Love can be academic in its 
indifference to suffering, on the 
ground that suffering is a dream of 
the human race, is utterly to mis
understand divine metaphysics. The 
love of God is something as distinct 
from the love of man as Principle is 
detached from human idealism. The 
real Christian Science practitioner, 
though steadfastly denying the real
ity of sorrow, and sickness, and sin, 

recognizes that the human being, ig
norant of Principle, can only be saved 
from that ignorance through the un
derstanding of Principle, which is 
Love. "The tender word and Chris
tian encouragement of an invalid," 
Mrs. Eddy writes on page 367 of 
Science and Health, "pitiful patience 
with his fears and the removal of 
them, are better than hecatombs of 
gushing theories, stereotyped bor
rowed speeches, and the doling of 
arguments, which are but so many 
parodies on legitimate Christian Sci
ence, aflame with divine Love." 

FREDERICK DIXON. 

THE EPIDEMIC OF TRUTH 

FOR many years Christian Science 
has explained how the supposi

tional mortal mind claims to be gen
eral and to suggest itself as real to all 
in similar ways. Whatever argument 
of destructiveness this illusory car
nal mind would claim to suggest to 
one, it would also claim to be able to 
suggest to others. On pages 153 and 
154 of "Science and Health with Key 
to the Scriptures" by Mary Baker 
Eddy, there is a paragraph which 
gives familiar illustrations of this 
tendency: "We weep because others 
weep, we yawn because they yawn, 
and we have smallpox because others 
have it; but mortal mind, not matter, 
contains and carries the infection. 
When this mental contagion is under
stood, we shall be more careful of our 
mental conditions, and we shall avoid 
loquacious tattling about disease, as 
we would avoid advocating crime. 
Neither sympathy nor society should 
ever tempt us to cherish error in any 

form, and certainly we should not be 
error's advocate." 

It is interesting to see modern 
psychologists adopting Mrs. Eddy's 
analysis and recognizing that the be
lief in contagion is much more wide
spread and subtle than that form of 
contagion which has been accounted 
for by a mere germ theory. In con
temporary psychology there is con
siderable discussion of "pandemic 
psychosis" and "mental contagion." 
What are loosely called "popular 
crazes" and "mob psychology" are 
being studied with an intensity that 
is quite in keeping with the states of 
the human mind thus analyzed. Dr. 
James Hendrie Lloyd explains, for 
instance, in a recent article, that "the 
mental pathologist has even invented 
a name for this sort of movement and 
calls it a 'pandemic psychosis'; that is 
to say, a functional mental disorder 
which tends to spread over large 
numbers of people. Its chief charac-
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teristic, indeed, is this tendency to 
spread; it is like the cholera or the 
smallpox in so far as it pursues what 
may be called a centrifugal course. 
It grows out of what has been some
what crudely called 'mob psychol
ogy,' but a better term is mental con
tagion, because the analogy to the 
contagious diseases is complete." 

Much of the hatred and unjust 
coercion shown during the war in 
"drives" for contributions that should 
have been entirely voluntary was an 
evidence of this mental contagion. 
Lynching, the practice of terrorism 
by temporarily rampant majorities or 
even minorities, and the tendency to 
hysteria in almost any crowd that al
lows itself to be emotionally stimu
lated, are other phases of the same 
belief. When people congregate, 
mortal mind would ever like to sub
stitute an emotional fury, centering 
around some one human opinion, for 
calm reasoning in accord with Prin
ciple. 

The belief is, in the first place, that 
a crowd of people is an aggregation 
of animated material bodies. The so-
called mortal mind, believing that 
materialism has a magnetic, conta
gious quality, claims to suggest its 
passions to the many through asso
ciation. Assuming an ability to work 
through supposedly animated matter, 
it associates destructibility with the 
belief in aggregated matter, and sug
gests as real, inevitable, or even de
sirable what it considers destructive 
action of one sort or another. Thus, 
as Mrs. Eddy continues in the pas
sage already quoted, "disease arises, 
like other mental conditions, from as
sociation. Since it is a law of mortal 

mind that certain diseases should be 
regarded as contagious, this law ob
tains credit through association,— 
calling up the fear that creates the 
image of disease and its consequent 
manifestation in the body." 

This is the explanation of any epi
demic of disease. Sooner or later 
even the physicians will acknowledge 
that a bacteriological hypothesis is 
insufficient as a reason for the spread 
of abnormalities. As the belief is 
recognized and replaced with the 
truth, any contagion of fear subsides. 
A financial panic, a general mania of 
mysticism, or any mesmeric rage 
against activity that is in accord with 
infinite intelligence, must likewise be 
seen for what it claims to be, and 
must be vigorously, joyously, and 
calmly replaced with the understand
ing of Principle. 

In their explanations of mental 
contagion, Christian Science and psy
chology are, after all, exact opposites. 
The psychologist considers that mor
tal mind, including this special phase 
of it, is real. In fact, he deals entirely 
with mortal mind, even though it is 
altogether supposititious and not a 
provable entity. The student of 
Christian Science, on the other hand, 
learns to regard mortal mind as an 
utter falsity, a mirage claiming to 
present itself where the true con
sciousness, with its harmonious ac
tivity, is really impregnable already. 
A belief that any lies are epidemic or 
prevalent among people is not to be 
feared in the slightest, when it is un
derstood that such a condition is 
sheer illusion. The only reason why 
it needs to be considered is that it 
may be specifically replaced with the 
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truth that the divine Mind and its 
orderly action is all that is really 
present. 

As a man studies Christian Science 
and applies it to the affairs of daily 
living, he realizes that it is universal 
in its scope. For every disturbance, 
whether physical, political, economic, 
or of any other sort, the right remedy 
is the truth that one infinite divine 
Mind governs real living and main
tains spiritually normal action. This 
is the truth to take the place of every 
phase of evil. It need not be stated 
in these words, for the expression of 
the one boundless Truth that is God 
is specific in every circumstance. Yet 
Christian Science reveals clearly that 
there is the one ever present Christ 
to heal any wrong conditions what
ever by demonstrating the spiritual 
fact in place of a material seeming. 

The true idea is the Christ, ex
pressing divine Principle, and is the 
one remedy for whatever may seem to 
be wrong. Infinite Mind, or Principle, 
manifest as true idea, is all that can 
really prevail or be present, in spite 
of sense testimony. The one Mind, 
with its one infinite manifestation, is 
all-inclusive. As Mrs. Eddy declares 
on page 25 of "Miscellaneous Writ
ings," "That there is but one God or 
Life, one cause and one effect, is the 
multum in parvo of Christian Sci
ence; and to my understanding it is 
the heart of Christianity, the religion 
that Jesus taught and demonstrated." 

If a man has accepted an epidemic 
illusion as real and has seemingly 
given way to it as if it were his own 
consciousness making him do some
thing, the starting point is for him to 
know that, regardless of mortal seem-

ing, he is intelligent and that divine 
intelligence does govern man. Divine 
intelligence always expresses itself, 
of course, as indestructibly right ac
tion. Each student of Christian Sci
ence must learn with enthusiasm how 
to replace every illusion with the one 
infinite truth, specifically applied. 
The Christ is the spiritual idea, of 
which any false sense of things is 
counterfeit. Every lie must succumb 
in the presence of the Christ, the 
truth infinitely and specifically ex
pressed. 

In the Manual of The Mother 
Church (Art. VIII, Sect. 7), under 
the heading "One Christ" Mrs. Eddy 
says: "In accordance with the Chris
tian Science textbooks,—the BIBLE, 
and SCIENCE AND HEALTH WITH KEY 
TO THE SCRIPTURES,—and in accord 
with all of Mrs. Eddy's teachings, 
members of this Church shall neither 
entertain a belief nor signify a belief 
in more than one Christ, even that 
Christ whereof the Scripture beareth 
testimony." Truth is the Christ, for 
Christ Jesus himself declared, "I am 
the way, the truth, and the life." One 
infinite truth is, indeed, ever avail
able for all who seek its blessing. 

The unfoldment of divine intelli
gence as true activity is the reality 
which must spread and prove rightly 
contagious or epidemic until it is 
found to be established throughout 
actual experience. This unfoldment 
of Principle is what must take 
the place of human emotionalism, 
whether generally rampant or spe
cially concentrated on any one mor
tal delusion. The understanding of 
Principle, as revealed and demon
strated through Christian Science, is 
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truly infinite. Hence its application 
is far broader than any restricted hu
man belief. The turning of all to
gether to the one divine Mind and 
the one divine expression, or Christ, 
is the solution for every belief in mes
meric contagion. It is possible and 
practicable here and now for all to 
accept the consciousness of right ac
tion, the infinite divine Mind, as true 
Principle alone governing existence. 

Each one who thus reasons rightly 
rejects old human fears and limita
tions for broad, spiritual experience. 
His way of thinking is steadied by his 
knowing that he is not at the mercy 
of suppositional human disturbances. 
The joy of living in Mind, and not in 
materiality, becomes so real to him 
that he wonders how he could ever 
have succumbed for an instant to 
mortal mind's suggestions as to a ne
cessity for any form of destruction. 

In studying Christian Science, each 
one, whether with or without the help 
of others, has to learn for himself how 
to work out his own salvation, recog
nizing the absolute government of 
Principle, and making use of all the 
means which Mrs. Eddy provided for 
our progress. In this way, one is pro
tected from the illusion of mental 
contagion, in accord with the promise 
of Isaiah, "Then shall thy light break 
forth as the morning, and thine 
health shall spring forth speedily: 
and thy righteousness shall go before 
thee; the glory of the Lord shall be 
thy rereward." The glory and right
eousness which consist of the under
standing of Principle ward off effec
tively the attacks of any epidemic of 
fear by demonstrating that the truth 
alone is really epidemic, because it is 
universally present. 

GUSTAVUS S. PAINE. 

[Written for the Journal] 

THE OPEN DOOR 
ADAM DICKSON 

O HUNGRY heart, why stand and gaze, 
Outside the open door? 
The Christ himself bids enter, 

What would ye have him more? 
Within you'll find contentment, rest, 

Peace, harmony, and love; 
The truth that maketh all men free 

Will all your cares remove. 

O hungry heart, come, taste, and see 
How sweet is life and true; 

The promises that Jesus gave 
Were meant for me and you. 

The sick are healed, the hungry fed, 
Love wipes away each tear, 

The gates of joy are opened wide, 
And heaven itself is here. 
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